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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister affirms commitment to same sex marriage civil marriage this 
parliament 
The Prime Minister David Cameron has affirmed his commitment to same sex civil 
marriage while addressing a Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender reception at 
Downing Street. … 
… it’s the 40th anniversary of the first Pride march in London, the 40th anniversary of the 
foundation of the Jewish Gay Equality Group …  
I am absolutely determined that this Coalition government will [legislate] for gay marriage 
in this parliament. I make that point not only as someone who believes in equality but as 
someone who believes passionately in marriage. … 
… I passionately believe that all institutions need to wake up to the case for equality, and 
the Church shouldn’t be locking out people who are gay, or are bisexual or are 
transgender from being full members of that Church, because many people with deeply 
held Christian views, are also gay. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/lgbt-reception/  
 

 

Scottish Government 

Same sex marriage to be legalised    
The Scottish Government intend to legislate to allow same sex marriage, it was 
announced today. However, legislation will be accompanied by important protections for 
freedom of speech and religion. 
As indicated in the consultation, no religious body will be compelled to conduct same sex 
marriages - protection for religious bodies who do not wish to conduct same sex 
marriages already exists under UK equality law. 
Where a body does decide to conduct same sex marriages, the Scottish Government 
also intends - again, in line with the view expressed in the consultation - to protect 
individual celebrants who consider such ceremonies to be contrary to their faith. 
To give certainty around this protection, we consider that an amendment to the UK 
Equality Act will be required. We will work with the UK Government to secure agreement 
to such an amendment before the formal introduction of a Bill to the Scottish Parliament 
and with a view to it being in place before the Bill comes into force. 
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/lgbt-reception/
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A focused consultation with stakeholders will now take place to inform the drafting of 
legislation and guidance. It will consider any additional measures that may be required to 
guarantee freedom of speech and religion in specific circumstances, including education. 
As indicated in the consultation, a draft Bill will be published for consultation later in the 
year. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/07/same-sex25072012 
 
Registration of Civil Partnerships, Same Sex Marriage: Consultation Analysis    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00397030.pdf 
 
Consultation on the registration of civil partnership and same sex marriage - 
responses from organisations    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/07/9221/downloads 
 

 

Welsh Assembly Government 

Welsh Government’s Legislative Programme: 2012 update 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/research/bus-assembly-research-
publications/research-constitution/12-
034.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=The%20Welsh%20Government%26%238217%3Bs%20Legisl
ative%20Programme%3A%202012%20update%20-%20%20Research%20paper  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Olympic Games 2012 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government, following the recent 
announcement by the Minister for Sport about access to the London 2012 Olympic 
Games for visitors from overseas, whether representatives of Israel will be 
welcome.[HL1523] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Representatives of Israel will, of course, be welcome to the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
All international visitors applying to enter the United Kingdom are subject to the 
UK immigration controls. Anyone who is currently subject to a European Union or 
United Nations travel ban will not be able to come to the Games. In addition, entry 
will be refused where an individual's presence at the Games or in the UK would 
not be conducive to the public good. Where there is independent, reliable and 
credible evidence that an individual has committed human right abuses, the 
individual will not normally be permitted to enter the UK. Further to this we do not 
comment on individual cases. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120724w0001.htm#120
72489000868  
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United Nations 

No breakthrough in efforts to restart Israeli-Palestinian talks, UN envoy reports 
… The Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert Serry, told an 
open debate of the Security Council that “quiet direct exchanges” between the parties are 
ongoing in an attempt to reach agreement on a package of measures that would create 
an environment conducive to talks and pave the way for high-level contacts. … 
Both Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu have, in recent months, reiterated their desire to negotiate. 
“In sum, the effort to restart direct talks has not reached a breaking point, but there has 
not been a breakthrough either and that is increasingly a concern,” said Mr. Serry. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42551&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Communications Data Bill  (closing date 23 August 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
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