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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Homosexuality: Marriage 
Zac Goldsmith: To ask the Minister for Women and Equalities what assurances she has 
given to faith groups and religious organisations that there is no risk of successful legal 
challenge for refusing to conduct a same-sex religious marriage. [116232] 

Lynne Featherstone: The consultation on enabling same-sex couples to have a 
civil marriage ceremony closed on 14 June 2012.  We recognise the vital role 
religious organisations have in our society and the role that religious organisations 
have in marriage. No faith group or religious organisation will be forced to hold 
marriage ceremonies for same-sex couples as a result of our proposals.  As part 
of the consultation, both Ministers and officials engaged with a variety of 
organisations to understand their views, and these will be reflected in the 
Government response which will be published by the end of the year 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0
001.htm#12071086000021  

 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Questions to the First Minister 
Antoinette Sandbach: Do you agree with me that when Welsh livestock has been reared 
according to the highest standards of welfare, animals should be processed humanely at 
abattoirs? Professor Bill Reilly, former president of the British Veterinary Association, said 
that slaughter without stunning should be proportionate to actual demand from those 
religious communities that are legally exempt from the requirement to stun. Will you 
confirm that your Government is fully opposed to these exemptions being exploited as a 
cost-cutting exercise by processors simply to avoid the expense of running a stunning 
unit, particularly at any premises that has benefited from Welsh Government grant 
funding?  

The First Minister: Absolutely. There are religious exemptions, and they are 
exemptions based purely on religious belief. They should not be used as a 
backdoor way of processing animals. If there are any examples that the Member is 
able to give to me on a confidential basis, I would be happy to accept them and 
investigate them thoroughly. 

html edition not currently available; above reported on p3 of the pdf Record 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop/rop20120710qv.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=The%20Record%20%28PDF%2C%20936KB%29  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0001.htm#12071086000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0001.htm#12071086000021
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop/rop20120710qv.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=The%20Record%20%28PDF%2C%20936KB%29
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop/rop20120710qv.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=The%20Record%20%28PDF%2C%20936KB%29
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Welsh Assembly Petitions Committee 

4.5P-04-399  Slaughter Practices: Royce Clifford: We call upon the National 
Assembly to urge the Welsh Government to ban the practise of slaughtering 
animals without pre-stunning them. (400 signatures) 
The Committee considered this petition for the first time and agreed to write to the 
Minister for Environment and Sustainable Development and the Minister for Finance and 
Leader of the House to seek their views on the petition. 
The verbatim record of the meeting is not yet available online. The Minute is 
available at  
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/g865/Printed%20minutes,%20Tuesday,%20
19-Jun-2012%2009.00,%20Petitions%20Committee.pdf?T=1&CT=2    

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Grahame M. Morris: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs whether he has made any representations to the government of Israel on the 
confiscation of UK-funded tents for villagers of Khirbet ar-Rahawa displaced by house 
demolitions. [115591] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of recent incidents where humanitarian goods, 
including those funded by the UN Humanitarian Response Fund (which the UK 
contributes to) have been confiscated by the Israeli authorities. This is 
unacceptable. 
The UK is working closely with the UN, humanitarian agencies and other donors in 
Jerusalem on this. We are collectively lobbing the Israeli authorities for release of 
the confiscated goods. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0
001.htm#12071083000028  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Mr Stewart Jackson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority on rejoining direct 
peace talks with Israel without preconditions. [115983] 

Alistair Burt: We and our EU partners have welcomed the recent efforts by the 
Palestinian and Israeli leadership to renew direct contacts. We have urged both 
sides to focus on dialogue, to avoid steps that could undermine the prospects for 
peace and to work towards the resumption of direct negotiations without pre-
conditions. The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), conveyed this 
message when he met President Abbas on 6 July 2012. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0
001.htm#12071083000029  
 

Israel and Palestine 
The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they 
have made of the World Council of Churches' Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme 
in Palestine and Israel and the work it undertakes to accompany Palestinians and Israelis 
in non-violent action. [HL1176] 

 

http://senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/g865/Printed%20minutes,%20Tuesday,%2019-Jun-2012%2009.00,%20Petitions%20Committee.pdf?T=1&CT=2
http://senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/g865/Printed%20minutes,%20Tuesday,%2019-Jun-2012%2009.00,%20Petitions%20Committee.pdf?T=1&CT=2
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0001.htm#12071083000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0001.htm#12071083000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0001.htm#12071083000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0001.htm#12071083000029
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The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The British Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and 
Israel (EAPPI) are in regular contact with the British Consulate-General in 
Jerusalem. The EAPPI provides a useful independent monitoring service in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. It issues reports on the situation on the ground in 
the West Bank, for example, on impending demolitions. It also provides statistics 
on movement and access through checkpoints around Jerusalem, which help the 
international community to monitor the impact of restrictions on the lives of 
ordinary Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120710w0001.htm#120
71066000536  
 

Middle East 
Mr Burrowes: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with the President of the Palestinian Authority on (a) accepting 
the Quartet Statement and (b) returning to direct peace negotiations. [115604] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), met President 
Abbas on 6 July. He urged President Abbas to return to direct peace negotiations 
in line with the Quartet statements of September 2011 and April 2012. We 
continue to encourage both sides to show flexibility and restart negotiations as the 
best way to achieve a lasting solution to the middle east peace process. 
Gordon Henderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs what assessment he has made of reports linking the 
Muslim Brotherhood to recent rocket fire from the Sinai Peninsula into Israel. 
[115607] 

Alistair Burt: We have not received any credible reports linking the Muslim Brotherhood 
in Egypt to rocket fire from Sinai into Israel. 
Gordon Henderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what reports he has received on the recent terror attack on the Israel-Egypt 
border. [115609] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government remains concerned about the security 
situation in the Sinai, which we continue to raise with the Egyptian authorities. On 
18 June several terrorists crossed into southern Israel from the Sinai. They 
reportedly set off an explosion and opened fire with a rocket-propelled grenade 
and small arms at Israeli construction workers building the border fence. One 
construction worker was killed, and another injured. We condemn all acts of 
terrorism. 

Paul Maynard: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of where responsibility for recent rocket fire into Israel 
lies. [115654] 

Alistair Burt: It is our assessment that recent rocket fire has been from a number 
of militant Palestinian groups. On 20 June the Al-Qassam Brigade, the military 
wing of Hamas, claimed responsibility for firing rockets for the first time in over a 
year. They said that the attacks were in response to the death of one of their 
members in an Israeli air strike. We have condemned indiscriminate rocket fire 
from Gaza into Southern Israel and urged all sides to exercise restraint and 
prevent civilian casualties and loss of life. We believe it is in no one's interest to 
see further violence in Gaza. 

Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the Palestinian Authority's commitment 
to end incitement against Israel in accordance with the Quartet Principles. [115677] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government opposes the advocacy of national, racial or 
religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence in 
all   circumstances.   In   response  to   allegations  of   anti-Israeli   incitement   on  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120710w0001.htm#12071066000536
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120710w0001.htm#12071066000536
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Palestinian state television, officials from the British Consulate General in 
Jerusalem have raised concerns with the Head of the News Department at 
Palestine TV who stressed that they have strict instructions from the highest 
Palestinian authorities to prevent the broadcasting of any material that promotes 
incitement or hatred. We are not aware of any other credible recent evidence of 
anti-Israeli incitement by the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0
001.htm#12071083000031 
 

Middle East 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what steps 
he is taking to encourage Arab nations to support his Department's projects in the Gaza 
strip. [116287] 

Mr Duncan: The UK supports a range of interventions in Gaza and works closely 
with other donors, including Arab nations, to make sure our work is co-ordinated 
and reflects Palestinian Authority priorities. This includes raising movement and 
access restrictions with the Israeli authorities. The UK is actively encouraging 
Arab and other donors to provide predictable financial assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority budget, of which about 40% is spent on service delivery in 
Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0
002.htm#12071095000052  
 

Egypt: Israel 
Mr Stewart Jackson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what discussions he has had with his Egyptian counterpart on the Egypt-Israel 
peace treaty. [115984] 

Alistair Burt: Throughout the period of transition we have pressed the Egyptian 
authorities to respect Egypt's existing international obligations. 
We want Egypt to continue to act as a force for regional peace and stability, 
including by maintaining a productive relationship with Israel. We were 
encouraged by Dr Muhammed Mursi's first speech as the new President of Egypt 
on 24 June 2012 in which he stated that Egypt would respect all international 
treaties and conventions already agreed by Egypt. We will continue to follow 
closely the development of the new Egyptian Government's foreign policy, 
including relations between Egypt and Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0
001.htm#12071083000025  

 
 

United Nations 

Ban warns of ‘dangerous standstill’ in Israeli-Palestinian peace process 
… “The Israeli-Palestinian peace process has been for some time at a dangerous 
standstill. As we speak, there are ongoing intensive efforts between the parties to avoid 
renewed deadlock,” Mr. Ban said in a message delivered on his behalf to the Asian and 
Pacific Meeting in Support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace … 
He noted that since the beginning of this year, and contrary to Israel’s obligations under 
international law, more than 370 Palestinians structures have been demolished in the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem, displacing some 600 people, including women, 
children and elderly. … 
The UN chief also noted that the situation in Gaza remains unsustainable, with more than 
80 per cent of families there depending on humanitarian aid while being subject to 
restrictions on import, exports, and the movement of people by land, air and sea. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0001.htm#12071083000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0001.htm#12071083000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0002.htm#12071095000052
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0002.htm#12071095000052
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0001.htm#12071083000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120710/text/120710w0001.htm#12071083000025
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6187
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“The only way to avoid more suffering and violence is through negotiations aimed at 
resolving all permanent status issues. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42442&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Communications Data Bill  (closing date 23 August 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  

TOP 
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http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
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