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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Armed Forces: Chaplains 
Lord Eames: To ask Her Majesty's Government what impact planned reductions in the 
future strength of the Armed Forces will have on the number of chaplains serving in the 
Armed Forces.[HL851] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Defence (Lord Astor 
of Hever): The number of chaplains serving in the Armed Forces is dependent on 
the size and structure of the service which they support. Following the reductions 
to the Armed Forces that we announced in the Strategic Defence and Security 
Review it is currently planned that the number of chaplains required by the Royal 
Navy will reduce from 68 to 62 by 2013 and the Royal Air Force chaplaincy 
requirement will reduce from 76 to 68 by 2018.   
The outcome of the Army's study into its future force structure will be announced 
once decisions have been made. Until then, it is not possible to comment on what 
the Army's future requirement for chaplains will be. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120626w0001.htm#120
62699000364  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr Bradshaw: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer to the hon. Member for Oxford East of 11 June 2012, Official 
Report, columns 230-31W, on Israel, whether his Department may specify the exclusion 
of settlement products in purchasing goods and services under existing UK and EU 
procurement guidelines. [113621] 

Alistair Burt: The grounds for rejection of a supplier under UK and EU 
procurement  law  are  set  out  in  the  relevant  legislation.  It  would  have  to  be  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120626w0001.htm#12062699000364
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120626w0001.htm#12062699000364
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considered whether, on the facts of a particular case, any of these grounds 
applied. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120626/text/120626w0
002.htm#120626128000025  
 

The response referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0
009.htm#12061267000017  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel about the demolition of houses in the Susiya area of 
the West Bank and in East Jerusalem, and attacks on civilians by Israeli settlers.[HL865] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are concerned about the continued threats of demolition of 
Palestinian homes in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Officials from our 
Consulate-General in Jerusalem led a delegation of European Union (EU) 
diplomats to the village of Susiya on 3 May 2012. Following the announcement of 
a further 50 demolition orders on 12 June, our officials participated in another trip 
to Susiya on 15 June, led by the EU. 
We are increasingly concerned at the rise in violence by extremist Israeli settlers 
against ordinary Palestinians. We have regularly raised the issue of settler 
violence with the Israeli Government, calling on the Israeli authorities to prevent 
such acts and to ensure that any incidents are fully investigated and the 
perpetrators brought to justice. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right 
honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) joined other EU 
Foreign Ministers in issuing conclusions from the EU Foreign Affairs Council in 
May 2012, expressing "deep concern regarding settler extremism and incitement 
by settlers" and condemning "continuous settler violence and deliberate 
provocations against Palestinian civilians". The Foreign Affairs Council called on 
the Israeli Government to bring the perpetrators to justice and to comply with its 
obligations under international law. The UK issued a Ministerial Statement 
condemning the act of arson and vandalism against a mosque in the West Bank 
of Jaba on 18 June, commenting on the worrying trend of violence by extremist 
Israeli settlers, including the shooting of two Palestinians in May. 
Our embassy in Tel Aviv most recently raised our concerns with the Israeli 
Defence Minister on 4 June 2012 and with the office of the Israeli Co-ordinator of 
Government Activities in the Territories. Our ambassador to Tel Aviv and consul-
general to Jerusalem have arranged a further meeting with the co-ordinator, 
General Dangot, at which they will raise a range of issues, including Susiya and 
settler violence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120626w0001.htm#120
62699000385  

 
 

United Nations 

Security Council extends UN force in Golan Heights for six more months 
The Security Council today extended the mandate of the United Nations force monitoring 
the ceasefire in the Golan Heights between Israel and Syria until 31 December 2012. … 
In the unanimously adopted resolution extending the mission, the Council called on all 
parties to cooperate fully with the operations of UNDOF and to ensure the security of, as 
well as unhindered and immediate access for, the UN personnel carrying out UNDOF’s 
mandate. It also stressed the obligation on both parties to “scrupulously and fully respect”  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120626/text/120626w0002.htm#120626128000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120626/text/120626w0002.htm#120626128000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0009.htm#12061267000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0009.htm#12061267000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120626w0001.htm#12062699000385
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120626w0001.htm#12062699000385
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/sc10686.doc.htm
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the terms of the 1974 Disengagement of Forces Agreement, and called on them to 
exercise maximum restraint and prevent any breaches of the ceasefire and the area of 
separation. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42336&Cr=golan&Cr1=  

 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Israeli demolitions: “Number of Palestinians affected has increased by 87%” 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, Richard Falk, warned Wednesday that the number of people 
displaced by the demolition of Palestinian structures has increased by 87% compared to 
2010. Mr. Falk also demanded that the Israeli Government immediately stop demolishing 
Palestinian homes and start fulfilling its obligation to protect the right to housing. … 
The independent expert also expressed particular concern regarding the Palestinian 
community of Susiya, in the southern West Bank. “If the demolition orders are executed 
by Israel, over 160 people will be forcibly displaced, including 120 Palestinian children; is 
a deeply troubling situation.” …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E  
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Foreign Affairs 

Department for International Development 

Faith groups: New partnership on aid 
The British Government and all faith communities - led by the Church of England - will 
work with a real sense of joint purpose in the field of overseas aid, Development 
Secretary Andrew Mitchell said yesterday. 
For the first time, groups from across the faith spectrum have been brought together to 
sign up to new principles for collaborating with the UK Government on aid, including an 
agreement to work in three priority countries. 
The Faith Partnership Principles paper marks a new era of understanding and 
cooperation between government and faith groups on global development. … 
The following organisations have joined a working group with the Department for 
International Development: CAFOD, Christian Aid, Church of England, Guru Nanak 
Nishkan Sewak Jatha, Lambeth Palace, Muslim Charities Forum, Progressio, Quaker 
Peace and Social Witness, Tearfund, Volunteer Missionary Movement, World Jewish 
Relief, World Vision. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/News/Latest-news/2012/Faith-groups-new-partnership-on-aid/  
 
Faith Partnership Principles: Working effectively with faith groups to fight global 
poverty 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/What-we-do/Publications/publications1/Faith-partnership-
principles-Working-effectively-with-faith-groups-to-fight-global-poverty/  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
Draft Bill as published 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

E-Crime (closing date 10 July 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/  
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
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