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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

Graham Stringer (195) Jewish Citizen Manchester –  That this House is deeply 
concerned that the BBC is to remove from its schedule Jewish Citizen Manchester, a 
weekly hour-long programme on BBC Manchester Radio, produced by the Jewish 
community for the Jewish community at a cost of £3,000; and calls on the BBC to reverse 
this decision. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/195  
 
Gary Streeter (189)  Advertising Standards Authority and religious liberty – That this 
House notes that an independent review of the recent decision by the Advertising 
Standards Authority (ASA) to prohibit a group of mainstream Christians in Bath from 
claiming that `God can heal' has concluded that the ASA had no authority or jurisdiction 
to make any such ruling; recognises that important issues of freedom of speech and 
religious liberty were involved in this case; welcomes the fact that Healing on the Streets 
Bath will now be able to continue its worthwhile ministry; and calls on the Government to 
carry out an independent inquiry into the work of the ASA to determine whether it has 
acted outside its jurisdiction and statutory authority in other areas. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/189  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-03288 Hanzala Malik: Racist Incidents in Scotland—That the Parliament 
welcomes what it considers the small reduction in the number of racist incidents reported 
to the police in Scotland for the year 2010-11; expresses concern, however, about the 
increase in racist incidents in 13 local authority areas, including Glasgow, over the same 
period; believes the statistics to be no grounds for complacency; reaffirms that racism 
has no place in Scotland, and considers that all members and the Scottish Government 
should remain vigilant in tackling racism and hatred in all their forms. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-03288&ResultsPerPage=10  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Holocaust 
Lord Storey: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they will ensure that the history of 
the holocaust is taught in publicly-funded independent schools.[HL438] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): The Government believe that it is important that children and young 
people are taught about the history of the Holocaust. That is why we have 
allocated £1.8 million this year for Holocaust education. This includes funding for 
the Holocaust educational trust's lessons from Auschwitz project, which provides 
for two students from every school/sixth-form college in England to visit 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. We also fund the Institute of Education's Holocaust 
education teacher training programme, which provides teachers with the training 
and resources to deliver effective Holocaust education. Both programmes are 
open to publicly-funded independent schools. 
The teaching of the Holocaust is currently compulsory at key stage 3 in the history 
curriculum. We are reviewing the national curriculum to refocus it on core 
knowledge in key subjects, whilst allowing schools greater freedom to design and 
teach a wider school curriculum that best meets the needs of their pupils. If we 
decide that history should remain a national curriculum subject, we would expect 
that the programme of study would continue to include teaching about the 
Holocaust. Whilst publicly-funded independent schools (academies) will continue 
to have the freedom to depart from the new national curriculum, where they 
consider that to be in the best interests of their students, they are required by law 
to teach a broad and balanced curriculum. As is the case now, we envisage that 
many such schools will, in practice, continue to offer the national curriculum, and 
they will be accountable to parents and their local communities for any decisions 
they take. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120613w0001.htm#120
61378000153 
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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Bilateral Trade (Israel) 
col 126WH  Graham Evans: … The relationship between the UK and Israel has always 
been strong, and the UK has always been a constructive partner in the peace process. 
Britain can and should be a force for good in the region. With a balanced approach, we 
can exert our influence as a strong and impartial mediator with the ability to corral both 
parties to the table.  Alongside our role in the peace process, Britain should be making 
the most of investment and trade opportunities with the economic success story that is 
the modern state of Israel. … Israel is a country that is low in natural resources, and, to 
succeed, it must depend on the inventiveness of its people. Indeed, its people are its 
greatest asset. Israel has done well not because it has vast mineral wealth, oil or huge 
natural resources, but because its people are enterprising, extremely innovative and able 
to apply high technology. … 

 

col 127WH  Andrew Smith: … Does he agree that a  distinction must be drawn between  

trade with the state of Israel and  trade  with  illegal  settlements  in  occupied  Palestinian  
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territory, and does he intend to address that aspect of the relationship in his speech? 
 

Graham Evans: … Israeli settlements occupy roughly 1.5% of Palestinian land. I 
appreciate the question, but this debate is really on bilateral trade, and to my knowledge, 
I have never done any trade with those settlements. …  

 

Anas Sarwar: … I hope that the hon. Gentleman is not seriously saying that we should 
not consider the current political climate in Israel when we talk about the important 
bilateral aid relationship. We need to consider the activities that are taking place in 
illegally occupied territories. Yes, we need to consider the tremendous innovations that 
are helping to fight poverty and to create opportunities rightly around the world, but what 
about the poverty and the killing of opportunity that is taking place in the illegally 
occupied territories as well as in the west bank and Gaza strip? 

 

col 128WH  Graham Evans: … I merely point out that the illegal settlements are a 
relatively small part—1.5%—of the Palestinian territories. One of the best ways in which 
we can encourage and influence solutions to these issues throughout the world, 
especially in Palestine, is through trade. … 

 

Graham Evans: … Claire Lomas … was able to walk the entire route of the 2012 
London marathon, thanks to a futuristic Israeli medical device. Her amazing achievement 
was only made possible because of Argo Medical Technologies’ ReWalk, which is a 
futuristic Israeli product. ReWalk is the world’s first commercially available upright 
walking technology for people with lower-limb disabilities. … 
Aside from the inventiveness of its people, what is it about Israel that makes it such an 
economic and high-tech success story? A well-established and fully functioning 
democracy, a western legal system, the full infrastructure of transportation, 
communication and utilities and an educated and motivated population make the country 
attractive to foreign investors and industry. … 
… are there any plans to develop a bilateral investment treaty between the UK and Israel 
along the lines of the one between Israel and Germany? A 2011 UK White Paper, “Trade 
and Investment for Growth” pointed to Israel as a pivotal strategic partner …  

 

col 130WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Alistair Burt): … I welcome the opportunity to reiterate the 
importance the Government attach to developing our trade relationship with Israel as part 
of our overall efforts to broaden and deepen our bilateral relationship. …  
Over the past 10 years, the value of bilateral trade between Israel and the UK has 
flourished in both directions. It has increased by 60%, and it reached a record high of 
£3.75 billion in 2011. Currently, Israel is the UK’s largest individual trading partner in the 
near east and north Africa region. It ended 2011 as the UK’s third biggest export market 
in the middle east. This successful partnership continued to thrive in the first quarter of 
2012. UK imports were more than £500,000 from January to March 2012, an increase of 
65% on the same period in 2011. The UK exported £439 million of goods from January to 
March 2012, an increase of 13% on the same period in 2011. … 
However, our efforts to develop that economic partnership are fully consistent with our 
strong commitment to an early solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as essential to 
the long-term security of Israel and the region, and for the economic prosperity of all in 
the area. Our policy is also fully consistent with our condemnation of Israeli settlements 
in the occupied territories and our efforts, with our European partners, to demonstrate 
that concern through, for example, steps with regard to settlement produce. …  
… we greatly value our bilateral trade relationships with Israel. I assure my hon. Friend 
the Member for Weaver Vale that the British Government will continue to develop and 
strengthen this important relationship, which we set in the context of greater prosperity 
and greater security in the region as a whole … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120613/halltext/120613
h0002.htm#12061359000001  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0005/amend/pbc0051406a.1.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
** Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 (Controlled Activity and Prescribed 
Criteria) Regulations 2012 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2012/9780111524275  
 

House of Lords Grand Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120613-
gc0001.htm#12061369000100  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
E-Crime (closing date 10 July 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/  
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
 

Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
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