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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Faith Communities 
col 1084  Lord Sacks: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they have recognised and 
supported the role and contribution of faith communities in Britain and the 
Commonwealth during Her Majesty the Queen's reign. … 
Many tributes have been and will be rightly paid to Her Majesty for her six decades of 
sustained and dedicated service to the nation, but one aspect of it in particular should not 
be forgotten. It is not easy for any society to undergo change, least of all when that 
change touches on such fundamental markers of identity as religion, ethnicity and 
culture. It is even harder in a nation where there is an established church to make other 
faiths feel welcomed, valued and at home, but that is precisely what Her Majesty has 
done. … 
Let me simply say on behalf of the Jewish communities of Britain and the Commonwealth 
how much we have appreciated Her Majesty's kindness to us and to others. This is 
something of a miracle in itself since Jews hardly ever agree on anything, but on this we 
are united. … Each week in all our synagogues, we say a prayer for the Queen and the 
Royal Family, and this week we will say a special prayer of thanksgiving to mark her 
Diamond Jubilee and the great gift of her leadership and service. … 
… Her Majesty … has spoken often of her personal faith and of the Church of England, 
of which she is the head. However, she has spoken equally of the contribution that all 
other faith communities have made to the life of the nation. … 
We are enriched by our religious diversity. Each faith is a candle; none is diminished by 
the light of others; and together they help banish some of the darkness in the human 
heart. I know of few places in the world where friendship across faiths is more vigorously 
pursued than in Britain. … 

 

col 1086 Lord Haskel:  … faith communities that function well as faith communities 
function well in society as a whole. For this, we need social capital. 
In the Jewish community we have an organisation called Jewish Policy Research; … This 
organisation works for all strands of the community, from secular Jews to the ultra-
orthodox. It provides information about deprivation, the elderly, child poverty, education 
in Jewish schools and patterns of charitable giving. It takes a snapshot from the national 
census. These trends and information enable the community to create social capital … 

 

col 1087  The Archbishop of Canterbury: … When people speak as though religion 
were automatically a problem in our public life, nationally and internationally, this often 
reflects a plain lack of historical and cultural awareness.  Usually  through no fault of their  
 



 2

 

own, a generation of administrators and local officials has grown up with little or no sense 
of how our political and legal history in this country has become what it is as a direct 
result of a long conversation with the Jewish and Christian intellectual world, with the 
ethics and theology of human responsibility characteristic of that world. A failure to 
acknowledge this leads to the dangerous assumption that our political and legal 
settlement needs no argument in its defence because it is obvious to all right-thinking 
people. But if we are to sustain our legacy of dignity before the law, participative 
government and hospitality towards minorities, we had better be aware of just how and 
why our ancestors developed such a political ethic and what depth of thought and 
imagination is needed to keep it alive. That failure of understanding is, of course, one of 
the things that lies behind the reluctance in recent years to develop effective partnership 
between statutory bodies and faith groups in the work of social regeneration. … 

 

col 1088  Lord Popat: … I pay tribute to the faith leaders, groups and communities who 
have welcomed strangers with open arms in their hour of need and who have helped to 
make Britain and the Commonwealth a home to those strangers. … Faith communities of 
all religions and denominations, particularly a large number of Christian organisations 
and the Board of Deputies of British Jews have helped Ugandan Asians in Britain, from 
the handing out of overcoats at the airport to the support we have had in developing and 
integrating our community. … 

 

Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … Jews have found a safe haven in this country and the 
Commonwealth for many years under British sovereigns. Her Majesty and her father 
have continued the tradition of welcoming the contributions of the Jewish community to 
the life and richness of Britain through some of our trying times. She has more than 
followed in the steps of Queen Victoria, when Sir Moses Montefiore showed how one can 
be a passionate Jew and a passionate Englishman. … 

 

col 1089  Lord Glasman: … I would also like to show my appreciation to the noble Lord, 
Lord Sacks, not only for initiating this debate but for the leadership that he has shown in 
my community, the Jewish community. … 

 

Lord Woolf: … I pay tribute to the noble Lord, Lord Sacks. Next year, he is due to retire 
from his position as Chief Rabbi, and it is perhaps appropriate that there should be an 
occasion in this House to acknowledge his remarkable contribution that has enabled the 
changes that have taken place generally within the community to proceed so well. … 

 

col 1090  Lord Janner of Braunstone: … I am proud to be president of the 
Commonwealth Jewish Council, an organisation that is celebrating its 30th anniversary of 
working and supporting truly unique and diverse Jewish communities throughout the 
Commonwealth. … Looking back over the past 60 years, we must all recognise and 
celebrate the contribution of faith communities who brought their individuality to our 
country and to the Commonwealth. …  

 

col 1092  Lord Mitchell: … For my community-the Jewish community-Her Majesty's 
reign has been a golden era. There are fewer than 300,000 Jews in the UK but we are 
prominent in many aspects of our national life, from the professions to the arts, science, 
academia, business, philanthropy and, yes, even politics. In this House alone, 10% of the 
Members are of the Jewish faith. Indeed, the leader of my own political party has a 
Jewish background and-who knows?-in the next few years we could have our first Jewish 
Prime Minister since Disraeli. All this has happened because this country is so tolerant 
and welcoming and so encouraging of its minority faiths to succeed. … 

 

Baroness Neuberger: … Interfaith relations have come a long way in the 60 years of 
Her Majesty's reign with her blessing and that of members of her family. The CCJ was in 
place 10 years earlier but these 60 years have seen a burgeoning of interfaith 
understanding … 
We now need to move beyond interfaith dialogue to interfaith action. It is my dream, 
alongside that of many others, that before this Jubilee year is out, firm plans will be in 
place to establish a multifaith schoo; …  We have managed a  multifaith hospice and now  
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we must learn to educate our children together in all faiths … 
 

Lord Plant of Highfield: My Lords, the Human Rights Act has played a major role in 
securing, on a statutory basis, the freedom of religious belief. However, the protection of 
the freedom to manifest belief has become much more controversial. The courts have 
got into the position of having to determine whether a particular practice is intrinsic to a 
religion or not. The different findings by the courts on this issue have some potential for 
creating tension and even resentment between different religions. We would be much 
better off if we abandoned this attempt by the courts to sit as some kind of theological 
tribunal to determine whether this, that or the other practice is intrinsic to a religion, and 
tolerated, as far as we can, all manifestations of religious belief so long as they do not 
cause harm to other people. …  

 

col 1093  Baroness Hayter of Kentish Town: … Why have the Government disbanded, 
without consultation, the Faith Communities Consultative Council, and what do they 
propose to put in its place? As perhaps the only noble Lord here who has no faith, as an 
outsider I pay homage to the work of the faith communities, and even more to that of the 
interfaith communities. We need you and we hope that your work will continue. 

 

col 1094  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Hanham): … I start by thanking the noble Lord, 
Lord Sacks, not only for initiating the debate but for being a distinguished scholar and 
spiritual leader, and a globally respected ambassador for the Jewish community. He has 
done as much as anyone alive to focus our attention on the challenges of community in 
the global environment and to introduce us as a nation to the principles of respectful co-
existence. For that we honour him. … 
I am proud of the fact that in Britain we have no official register of religions. One does not 
have to apply for permission from the police or the town hall to follow one's faith. 
Everyone here may worship as they wish within the law, and the determination of all of 
us is to ensure that there is absolutely no change to that position. … 
The noble Baroness, Lady Hayter, asked why we had discontinued the Faith 
Communities Consultative Council. We do not believe that a standing advisory council 
with regular meetings is the most effective or fairest way of consulting faith groups. 
We retain contact will all former member bodies of the council and others, but we believe 
in conducting consultations with the most qualified individuals from the right 
organisations at the right time. There is no intention to break off any of the discourse or 
consultation that takes place with them; just to conduct it on a different basis. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120529-
0001.htm#12052947000346  
 

 

Welsh Assembly Government 

Programme for Government: Progress Report 
[includes information about hate crime] 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/strategies/120528fullen.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

West Bank and Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
within the European Union concerning aid from the European Union to the Occupied 
Territories of Palestine in the West Bank and Gaza. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120529-0001.htm#12052947000346
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120529-0001.htm#12052947000346
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/strategies/120528fullen.pdf
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Baroness Northover: My Lords, we hold regular discussions in the European 
Union on aid to the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Most recently we worked to 
develop and support the conclusions of the May European Union Foreign Affairs 
Council, which set out EU priorities for assistance to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories in order to maintain the viability of the two-state solution. 

Baroness Tonge: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that Answer. Does she realise that 
when David Cameron became Prime Minister, he pledged not to cut the overseas aid 
budget but to ensure that it was well spent? Does she also realise that in the past 10 
years, $76 million-worth of damage has been done to European Union and UK-funded 
infrastructure projects in the West Bank and Gaza? Does she not think that by giving this 
aid we are financing the illegal occupation of another country? Will the Government press 
the European Union to suspend the EU-Israel Association Agreement until the Israelis 
have either compensated the Palestinians for the damage or refunded the money to the 
European Union? 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, the Government have not only maintained aid 
but increased it. I am sure that the noble Baroness will be pleased to know that. 
On aid to the Occupied Territories, the EU has sustained its level of aid, as has 
the United Kingdom. We make it extremely clear that demolitions do not help take 
things forward. It is extremely important for the future of Israel and of the 
Palestinians that they seek a negotiated settlement. Anything that stands in the 
way of that, including demolitions, is a mark against it and does not help the 
process. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, is the noble Baroness aware of the many UK charities that 
support Palestinians? I will give three examples. Olive Tree supports young Palestinian 
and Israeli students to come to City University for three years. The Building Bridges 
programme brings doctors from Palestine and Israel to the UK to train at the Royal Free 
Hospital. On a personal note, the Daniel Turnberg fellowship that my wife and I run 
provides research fellowships for Palestinians to come to the UK. There are many more; 
is the noble Baroness aware of them? 

Baroness Northover: I am indeed aware of them-not least the one set up in 
memory of the noble Lord's son. I commend him and others who put their efforts 
into these organisations. They are extremely important and we encourage them to 
develop further. 

Lord Alderdice: My Lords, since trade is the best form of aid, and since Her Majesty's 
Government have repeatedly declared the illegality of settlements in the West Bank, are 
they prepared to explore the question of whether there should be a differential between 
trading and doing business with deprived parts of the West Bank under Palestinian 
authority and trading with the illegal settlements about which they have often spoken, 
almost in despair? 

Baroness Northover: In 2009, the previous Government put in place a voluntary 
agreement on labelling produce from the settlements. It is notable that the major 
supermarkets in the United Kingdom have taken that forward, so that labelling is 
there. No preferential treatment is given to produce that comes from the 
settlements. 

Baroness Deech: Is the Minister aware that the aid per capita to Palestinians is the 
highest in the world, the greatest share of British aid goes to the Palestinians rather than 
any other country in that area and that the living standards of Palestinians is actually 
higher than some of their neighbours, including Egypt and tragically Syria and Morocco? 
Will she assure the House that the money is being properly spent-not on corruption, 
terrorism and teaching hate in Palestinian schools? 

Baroness Northover: The noble Baroness can be assured that the aid given by 
the United Kingdom is very closely monitored. It goes through the World Bank 
trust fund and we are encouraged by reports about how that expenditure is carried 
forward. I would point out that movement restrictions were estimated to cost the 
Palestinian economy 85% of GDP in 2010.  Obviously, the more that we can do to  
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free up the economy so that the Palestinians do not need that kind of support the 
better. 

The Earl of Listowel: My Lords, can the Minister give the House some illustrative facts 
about the experience for children in Palestine? How does their access to education and 
health compare with their neighbours in Israel? 

Baroness Northover: The noble Earl is well aware of the situation of children in 
the Occupied Territories. They have access to education through what the 
international community provides and we and the EU are very supportive of that. I 
am aware that the number of textbooks and the range of resources available to 
children there is not the same as for their Israeli counterparts. However, there is a 
huge commitment to education among the Palestinians and that is very 
encouraging. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120529-
0001.htm#12052947000331  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/amend/am004-a.htm  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120529-0001.htm#12052947000331
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120529-0001.htm#12052947000331
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/amend/am004-a.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary
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Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 

TOP 
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