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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

PROGRESS funding 
The European Commission is inviting proposals from Member States for funding for 
national awareness-raising activities in support of the Community's anti-discrimination 
agenda. National Authorities, which in the UK is the Government Equalities Office, can 
nominate public and private non-profit making organisations, for example, an NGO, trade 
association or an equality body, to carry out activities on their behalf. 
The PROGRESS programme is concerned with: "Raising awareness, disseminating 
information and promoting the debate about the key challenges and policy issues in 
relation to discrimination and the mainstreaming of anti-discrimination in all Community 
policies, including among the social partners, NGOs and other stakeholders." …  
Proposals must be received by the Government Equalities Office no later than 10:00 
GMT on 19 June 2012 to enable them to be considered for being given a mandate to 
apply for funding. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/equalities/international-equality/european-union/progress-
funding/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Queen’s Speech 
col 543  Lord Wood of Anfield: … all sides of the House share the ambition of helping 
to secure a universally recognised Israeli state living alongside a sovereign and viable 
Palestinian state. … We must continue to condemn the appalling rocket attacks from 
Gaza, and at the same time continue to call on Israel to cease settlement building on 
Palestinian land. We must also, in an atmosphere where militants committed to violence 
threaten to attract support away from moderates committed to peace, do what we can to 
strengthen the hands of the moderates. … 

 

col 553  Baroness Blackstone: … There are now 500,000 settlers on the West Bank, 
and their numbers are growing every day. The size and number of these illegal 
settlements make a two-state solution …  more and more  difficult because they deny the  
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prospect of territorial integrity for a prospective Palestinian state. … 
It has been calculated that the Palestinian economy would be six times greater in size 
were it not for the effects of the occupation. … Palestinian agriculture has been seriously 
damaged by loss of land to settlements and by the failure of the Israeli Government to 
ensure that water supplies are maintained. … The Israeli Government refuse to allow 
Palestinian universities to recruit from overseas, thereby damaging the quality of their 
teaching and the fulfilment of their research potential. 
The military courts' treatment of children who have been arrested for throwing stones at 
Israeli soldiers is little short of disgraceful. … The bitterness and resentment they feel is 
no surprise and, of course, damages any prospect of good relationships between Israelis 
and Palestinians … 
… The main checkpoint in Jerusalem is a particular cause for concern, with Palestinian 
workers herded like cattle through pens surrounded with metal fencing. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120517-
0001.htm#12051745000759  
 

col 589 Lord Judd: … Where there are significant human rights abuses, the breeding 
ground for terrorism will always be present. … That is why … ruthless action by … 
Israelis against Palestinians… is so inexcusable and wrong. It fans the flames 
of extremism. It is never irresponsible, and always right, to ask why people are 
recruitable as suicide bombers. …  

 

col 590  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … This month has seen … the two largest 
parties,  Likud and Kadima, have come together with others to form a strong coalition 
Government that could have the will and power to further the peace process. This month 
has also seen one of that Government's first acts, in seeking negotiations with the 
Palestinians without any preconditions. …  
The noble Lord, Lord Wood of Anfield … mentioned admission to the United Nations. I 
also wish to celebrate, in time, the admission of the Palestinian state to the United 
Nations. However, I believe that it is a prize you receive by sitting down at the negotiating 
table. You do not get your prizes ahead of sitting down. … 
… I throw into the melting pot that wrongs always go around, and one fact that, of the 
850,000 Jews who fled Arab lands, 600,000 found a place to stay in Israel. …  

 

col 594  Baroness Tonge: … EU aid also goes to Palestine to rebuild its infrastructure, 
destroyed by Israel, only for that infrastructure to be destroyed again. Taxpayers all over 
Europe might think well about our overseas aid if it were not being used to subsidise the 
illegal occupation of the Palestinian Territories. … 

 

col 599  Lord Taverne: … The European Union could … could play a much more 
effective part in the Middle East, for example, where America's role as a mediator is 
hampered by the influence of the Zionist lobby in Congress. … 

 

col 600  Lord Williams of Baglan: … I … regret the withdrawal from politics of former 
Israeli Foreign Minister and Kadima leader Tzipi Livni, who tried under the last 
Government to advance the cause of peace. Last week, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu surprised his own people with a political coup of great consequence in 
forming a coalition with the Kadima party now led by Shaul Mofaz. This gives Mr 
Netanyahu unparalleled political strength that no Labor Administration has had not for 
years but for decades. We must all hope that he uses this strength to accept and 
advance the two-state peace process. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120517-0002.htm  
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UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel 
Mrs Main: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs with 
reference to the answer of 8 December 2011,Official Report, column 458W, on Israel, 
what recent representations he has received on the situation in the village of Al-Araqib in 
the Negev; and what reports he has received on the conditions for villagers in Al-Araqib. 
[107533] 

Alistair Burt: I have not received specific representations or reports on the village 
or villagers of Al-Araqib in the Negev. But I have received regular reports on the 
general situation of the Bedouin communities in Israel. 
The British embassy in Tel Aviv is in regular contact with Bedouin leaders and 
activists and our ambassador in Israel has discussed the Israeli Government's 
plans for relocation of thousands of Bedouin in the Negev with the Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker of the Knesset and Minister Begin. 
The Israeli Government's plans were a major focus of my visit to Israel on 8-11 
January 2012. I travelled to the region and met Minister Begin during my visit to 
raise our concerns and encourage further dialogue between the Israeli 
Government and Bedouin representatives. Extensive consultations with the 
Bedouin community are under way and it is clear that decisions are not yet 
imminent. We hope that this process will result in an agreed and satisfactory 
solution to the long-standing issues of unrecognised Bedouin villages. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120517/text/120517w0
002.htm#12051759000014  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/en/2013004en.pdf  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases (closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Equality Act 2010: repeal of two enforcement provisions  (closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equality-act-wider-
enforcement/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Facing Facts: EU project to improve monitoring and recording of hate crimes and 
incidents throughout the European Union  (no closing date given) 
http://www.ceji.org/facingfacts/?page_id=158 
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