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Home Affairs 

Communities and Local Government Committee 

Preventing violent extremism: Government Response to the Committee's Sixth 
Report of Session 2009–10 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmcomloc/1951/1951.pdf  
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Israel 

United Nations 

General Assembly President calls for inclusive economies in Arab world 
The Arab world faces the challenge of building inclusive economies, the President of the 
General Assembly, Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, has said, stressing that this can only be 
achieved by ensuring that governments are accountable and responsive to the 
aspirations of their people. … 
On regional security, he said that future stability hinges on finding a lasting solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. “The Palestinians cannot be left out from these winds of 
change,” he said. “It is in the interest of the Israelis and the Palestinians that the parties 
come back to the negotiating table.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41922&Cr=al-nasser&Cr1=  
 
UN envoy urges Israel to preserve health of Palestinian prisoners on hunger strike 
A senior United Nations official said today he was deeply troubled by reports about the 
critical condition of at least two Palestinians being held by Israel, who have been on 
hunger strike for over two months, and urged the Government to preserve the health of 
the prisoners. 
The Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert Serry, urged all sides 
to “find a solution before it is too late,” … 
The UN continues to follow with concern the many issues related to the question of 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails and detention centres, the statement noted. “The 
Special Coordinator is deeply troubled in particular, by reports about the critical condition 
of at least two Palestinian  prisoners being held in  administrative  detention by the  Israeli  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmcomloc/1951/1951.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41922&Cr=al-nasser&Cr1
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authorities, who have been on hunger strike for more than two months,” it said. … 
He called on the international community to ensure that Israel complies with international 
human rights laws and norms in its treatment of Palestinian prisoners. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41913&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission against Racism and Intolerance 

Europe’s governments urged to act as economic gloom prompts rise in racism 
European countries must learn to manage diversity or risk losing a rich pool of economic 
talent, the Council of Europe’s European Commission against Racism and Intolerance 
(ECRI) has warned in its annual report. … 
Xenophobic rhetoric is now part of mainstream debate and extremists are increasingly 
using social media to channel their views, whilst discrimination against the Roma 
continues to worsen. … 
The newly elected ECRI chair, Jenö Kaltenbach, said … “it is a mistake to consider that 
the fight against racism and intolerance is only of interest to vulnerable groups. A fairer 
society is of benefit to all. Countering widespread negative stereotypes is the strategy to 
follow. Cultural richness and diversity has benefited Europe’s societies throughout 
history; resistance to racism is essential to preserve Europe’s future.” 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/109-
03_05_2012_AnnualReport2011_en.asp  
 
ECRI Annual Report 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports/Annual%20report%202
011.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
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