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Home Affairs 

Cabinet Reshuffle 

Foreign Secretary: William Hague 
Chancellor: George Osborne 
Home Secretary: Theresa May 
Defence Secretary: Phil Hammond 
Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice: Chris Grayling 
Minister without portfolio: Ken Clarke 
Health Secretary: Jeremy Hunt 
Education Secretary: Michael Gove 
Business Secretary: Vince Cable 
Work and Pensions: Iain Duncan Smith 
Energy and Climate Change: Ed Davey 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury: Danny Alexander 
Transport Secretary: Patrick McLoughlin 
Communities and Local Government: Eric Pickles 
Attorney General: Dominic Grieve 
Culture, Olympics. Media and Sport: Maria Miller 
Environment: Owen Paterson 
International Development: Justine Greening 
Scottish Secretary: Michael Moore 
Northern Ireland Secretary: Theresa Villiers 
Wales Secretary: David Jones 
Leader of the Commons: Andrew Lansley 
Chief Whip: Andrew Mitchell 
Leader of the House of Lords: Lord Strathclyde 
Conservative Chairman: Grant Shapps 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-19475248  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Developing Countries: Religion 
Mr Ivan Lewis: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
assessment he has made of the contribution of faith-based organisations to 
development. [117980] 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-19475248
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Mr Andrew Mitchell: In 2011 at the General Synod I said that DFID would 
convene a working group across the faiths with the remit of producing some 
practical suggestions for closer working between government and faith groups. 
Subsequently, in June 2012, the UK Government launched the "Faith Partnership 
Principles Paper". This marks a new era of understanding and cooperation 
between Government and faith groups on international development. 
For the first time, groups from across the faith spectrum have been brought 
together to sign up to new principles for collaborating with the UK Government on 
aid, including an agreement to work in three priority countries. 
Faith groups are crucial to development. They offer services and support to poor 
people that they wouldn't otherwise be able to access or afford. 
They also give valuable and trusted advice to their communities. In some African 
countries 70% of health services are provided by faith groups. 
The Faith Partnership Principles Paper can be found on the DFID website: 
www.dfid.gov.uk and a copy is available in the Library of the House. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120903/text/120903w0
004.htm#1209048000013  

 
 

Scottish Government 

Programme for Government 2012-13    
… Mr Salmond revealed the package of 15 bills – led by the flagship Referendum Bill, 
which will legislate for a vote on independence in the autumn of 2014 – during the first 
day of the new Parliamentary session. Among the 14 other bills being put forward by the 
Scottish Government during the 2012-13 Holyrood session are measures to create jobs, 
improve economic growth, make more free early learning and childcare available and 
improve care for older people. … 
The [Referendum] Bill will include provisions for the date of the referendum, the franchise 
and the procedures to be followed. It will provide for oversight arrangements that ensure 
the referendum is run to the highest international standards. The Electoral Commission 
and Electoral Management Board will be fully involved in these arrangements. … 
The [Marriage and Civil Partnership] Bill will allow same sex couples to marry, and will 
also allow civil partnerships to be registered through a religious ceremony. It will ensure 
that no religious bodies and celebrants have to take part in same-sex ceremonies, unless 
they wish to do so. Ministers are also deeply committed to freedom of speech and 
religion, and the concerns of those who do not favour same sex marriage require to be 
properly addressed. The Scottish Government will consult stakeholders on any provisions 
that are required, in either statute or guidance, to protect these important principles and 
address specific concerns that have been expressed. … 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/09/prog-for-gov2012-13 

 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Annual Equality Report: January 2011 – March 2012 
http://www.assemblywales.org/equality_annual_report_2012_english.pdf 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Import Duties: Israel 
Sir Menzies Campbell: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer on how many occasions 
he has imposed EU import duties on Israeli goods entering the UK from Jewish 
settlements on the West Bank considered illegal under international law in each year 
since the introduction of the EU-Israel Association Agreement. [117495] 

Mr Gauke: The number of incorrect origin declarations for goods imported under 
the EU-Israel Agreement for each year since it was introduced is as follows: 

  Number 
2005 128 
2006 127 
2007 214 
2008 20 
2009 26 
2010 73 
2011 90 
2012 (1)14 

(1) To date. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120903/text/120903w0
004.htm#12090322000125  
 

Israel 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on steps to end the 
practice of placing Palestinian children in solitary confinement. [118389] 

Alistair Burt: I share your concerns about the treatment of Palestinian children 
detained in Israeli prisons. We welcomed Israel's decision last year to raise the 
age of legal majority for Palestinian children in the Israeli military justice system, a 
step we had advocated. I have raised the implementation of this decision with the 
Israeli ambassador. We continue to call for further improvements, including an 
end to shackling, an end to night-time arrests of children, and the introduction of 
audio-visual recording of interrogations. Our ambassador in Tel Aviv discussed 
these issues with the Israeli Attorney-General on 6 July. 
In addition we have funded and facilitated research into this issue by leading 
British lawyers. We welcome their independent report entitled “Children in military 
custody” and share many of the concerns contained in it. We have passed the 
report to the Israeli authorities and will be urging them to take forward the 
recommendations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120903/text/120903w0
006.htm#12090412000011  
 

Palestinians 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether 
his Department has commissioned any independent research into the content of 
Palestinian Authority TV programming. [118285] 

Alistair Burt: We have not commissioned any independent research into the 
content of Palestinian Authority TV programming. 
The British Government opposes the advocacy of national, racial or religious 
hatred  that  constitutes  incitement  to  discrimination,  hostility  or  violence  in  all  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120903/text/120903w0004.htm#12090322000125
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120903/text/120903w0004.htm#12090322000125
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120903/text/120903w0006.htm#12090412000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120903/text/120903w0006.htm#12090412000011
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circumstances. In response to allegations of anti-Israeli incitement on Palestinian 
state television, officials from the British consulate general in Jerusalem have 
raised concerns with the head of the News Department at Palestine TV who 
stressed that they have strict instructions from the highest Palestinian authorities 
to prevent the broadcasting of any material that promotes incitement or hatred. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the Palestinian Authority on incitement. [118286] 

Alistair Burt: We deplore incitement on both sides of the Israeli/Palestinian 
conflict. The allegations of Palestinian incitement are largely raised in the context 
of the Palestinian education system and media. Where specific instances of 
incitement have occurred, we have raised our concerns about these cases with 
the Palestinian Authority, including President Abbas and Prime Minister Fayyad, 
and state media. Most recently our consul general in Jerusalem discussed these 
issues with PM Fayyad on 27 July. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120903/text/120903w0
006.htm#12090412000018  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister defends Israeli artists' right to perform in the UK 
Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt spoke after protestors attempted to disrupt a 
performance by the Israeli dance company Batsheva at the Edinburgh Festival. 
“I strongly support the freedom of Batsheva to appear at the festival, and deeply regret 
the attempts to disrupt them. The UK absolutely opposes the targeting of institutions and 
individuals for no other reason than they are from Israel. It achieves nothing, is divisive 
and runs counter to the long history of cultural freedom in this country.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=805612082  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
 
The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the protection of 
animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 
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