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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
11. [102695] Mr Gordon Marsden (Blackpool South) (Lab): Churches and places of 
worship, including many in Blackpool, do immensely valuable work in adapting their 
buildings for community and voluntary sector use. Why, then, is the Prime Minister 
backing a 20% VAT raid in the Budget on alterations to listed buildings, which will cost 
many of those churches and places of worship millions of pounds—in the case of the 
Church of England, an estimated £10 million—thereby infuriating them and the charities 
concerned and shooting his own big society in the foot? 

The Prime Minister: Let me try to explain to the hon. Gentleman the basic 
unfairness in the current system. Repairs to churches are already subject to VAT, 
whereas alterations to listed buildings are not subject to VAT. That means that if 
you repair a church, you do pay VAT, but if you put a great big swimming pool in a 
listed Tudor house, you do not pay VAT, so it makes sense to redraw the 
boundaries. But this is the crucial point: we will be putting money aside to make 
sure that churches that are undertaking repairs and alterations get the moneys 
that they need. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/debtext/12041
8-0001.htm#12041847000008  
 

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Valerie Vaz (2979) VAT on alterations to churches – That this House notes the 
announcement in the Budget that alterations to listed properties will be subject to the 
standard rate of VAT; is concerned that 45 per cent of the Grade I listed buildings in this 
country are Church of England churches; further notes that out of 16,000 Church of 
England churches 12,500 are listed and will be subject to this VAT; further notes that the 
budget to cover the repair of churches for the scheme has this year been cut from £23 
million to £7 million; acknowledges that many of these buildings are maintained by 
volunteers; further notes that many of the alterations in question will make such buildings 
more viable for use by the wider community; and calls on the Government to exclude 
listed places of worship from the standard rate of VAT. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2979  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/debtext/120418-0001.htm#12041847000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/debtext/120418-0001.htm#12041847000008
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2979
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UK Parliament Future Business 

House of Commons Ten Minute Rule Motion (24 April 2012) 
Food labelling (halal and kosher meat) 
Philip Davies – That leave be given to bring in a Bill to introduce compulsory labelling of 
halal and kosher meat and products containing halal and kosher meat by retailers at the 
point of sale; and for connected purposes. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmfbusi/e01.htm  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Jewish National Fund 
Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether his Department provides funding for the work of the Jewish National Fund. 
[103290] 

Alistair Burt: We have no record of the Jewish National Fund receiving direct 
funding from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0
001.htm#12041878000046  

 
Israel 

Anas Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
when he next plans to raise the issue of human rights at EU level in the context of the 
EU-Israel Economic Association agreement. [103477] 

Alistair Burt: The EU-Israel Association agreement is an important part of the 
framework governing co-operation between the EU and Israel. The agreement is 
reviewed annually, including application of the human rights clauses. 
Progress towards a two-state solution is a key element of the relationship between 
the EU and Israel. The EU has been very clear that no progress can be made on 
upgrading the wider EU-Israel relationship, until there is substantial progress 
towards a two state solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
As a firm friend of Israel, the UK is keen to see closer ties between Israel and the 
international community, including the EU. We do not believe that the isolation of 
Israel is the way to achieve the positive steps that we would like to see. However, 
we support the EU's position that further upgrades in Israel's relationship with the 
EU would only follow progress towards peace. 

Anas Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has had recent discussions with the government of Israel on its duties as a 
UN state party to the World Heritage Convention to protect sites of religious and cultural 
importance such as Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. [103478] 

Alistair Burt: We raise our concerns on Jerusalem with Israel on a regular basis 
bilaterally and with our EU partners. East Jerusalem is regarded as occupied 
territory under international law; we do not recognise Israel's annexation of East 
Jerusalem. 
We continue to support international calls for restraint and the avoidance of 
provocative actions in and around Jerusalem. Jerusalem holds particular 
significance for many groups around the globe, especially the three Abrahamic 
faiths of Islam, Judaism and Christianity. 
The Government place real importance on the right to freedom of religion for all.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmfbusi/e01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0001.htm#12041878000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0001.htm#12041878000046
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We remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of movement between 
the west bank and East Jerusalem. It remains difficult for Palestinians, including 
Christians and Muslims, to enter East Jerusalem. 
We are also in discussion with religious leaders and other governments over 
finding ways to protect the holy sites of Jerusalem and elsewhere in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0
001.htm#12041878000044  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Anas Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the use of 
administrative detention of Palestinians. [103476] 

Alistair Burt: I have regularly raised our concerns about the use of administrative 
detention by Israel, including with the Israeli ambassador to London on 23 
February, the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister on 27 February and the Israeli 
Deputy Prime Minister on 19 March. 
We continue to encourage the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations 
under international law, including in their policies on detention and the treatment 
of Palestinian prisoners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0
001.htm#12041878000045  

 
 

United Nations 

UN envoy condemns eviction of Palestinian families from East Jerusalem homes 
A senior United Nations official has condemned the eviction today of two Palestinian 
families from their homes in East Jerusalem and called for an end to such violations of 
international law. … 
“Evictions of Palestinians from their homes and properties in occupied territory 
contravene international law, including the Fourth Geneva Convention, and should 
cease,” said Maxwell Gaylard, who serves as Deputy Special Coordinator as well as 
Humanitarian Coordinator for the occupied Palestinian territory. 
Members of the An Natsha family, who are registered refugees with the UN Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, have reported previous 
harassment and intimidation by settler groups, according to UNSCO. … The property has 
now been sealed, and the personal belongings of the families have been removed. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41810&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0001.htm#12041878000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0001.htm#12041878000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0001.htm#12041878000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120418/text/120418w0001.htm#12041878000045
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41810&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
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Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
** Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice  
(closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 

TOP 
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