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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Religious Practice 
Hilary Benn: To ask the Attorney-General what the Government position is on the 
discrimination cases of Nadia Eweida and Shirley Chaplin currently before the European 
Court of Human Rights. [102096] 

Lynne Featherstone: I have been asked to reply on behalf of the Government 
Equalities Office. 
In October 2011 the Government, at the request of the European Court of Human 
Rights, submitted its written observations on the admissibility and merits of the 
applications that had been previously made to the Court by Nadia Eweida and 
Shirley Chaplin. These applications concern the applicants' wish to wear a cross 
or crucifix at work. 
The applicants claim that domestic law has breached their human rights, a claim 
which the Government deny. 
The Court will consider the applications in due course and the Government will 
consider their findings carefully when they are made. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0
002.htm#12041626000005  

 
 

Communities and Local Government 

Wearing of Christian symbols at work 
Eric Pickles, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, responds to 
misleading media reports that the Government favours banning the wearing of Christian 
symbols in workplaces. 
"We should be concerned about any move to strip individuals of their right to celebrate 
who they are. For some Christians, wearing a crucifix or cross or carrying a rosary is very 
much part of their faith, although it is a personal choice and not a formal requirement of 
their religion. 
"The issue is not whether faith perspectives and religious voices should be included and 
tolerated in the public sphere, for that right is incontestable, but the manner in which such 
a right is exercised and any restrictions that may be necessary to impose on that right. 
"It is reasonable, and lawful, for Christians to wear a discreet symbol of their faith as long 
as this  does not  get in the way of their  work.  Indeed,  given the massive  contribution of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0002.htm#12041626000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0002.htm#12041626000005
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Christians to our country over centuries, it is to be welcomed. 
"Where religious symbols do not physically interfere with a person's work but employers 
have instituted dress codes prohibiting them, employees have good grounds to ask for 
the code to be reconsidered. We urge employers to be flexible." 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/issuesandresponses/newsroom/2131296  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Question 

Kezia Dugdale: To ask the Scottish Executive how many reported incidents of racism in 
the last year for which figures are available involved an online element. (S4W-06348)  

Reply from Kenny MacAskill: Information held centrally on the number of racist 
incidents recorded by the police cannot identify whether the incident involved an 
online element.  
The 2012-13 Scottish Crime and Justice Survey, however, includes a new section 
on harassment. This will provide an estimate of how many people have been 
insulted, pestered or intimidated in the last 12 months by anybody who is not a 
member of their household. The survey will also establish whether there was any 
racial motive for the harassment and the means by which individuals were 
harassed, including (as separate categories) via texts or e-mail, or in writing via 
the internet, such as a social networking site. Subject to sample sizes, results will 
be available from November 2013 and will cover the adult (16 and over) 
population only.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-06348&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Holocaust 

United Nations 

Exhibition opens at United Nations Headquarters to mark 50 years since trial of 
Adolf Eichmann 
 … “With Me Are 6 Million Accusers: The Eichmann Trial in Jerusalem” … was produced 
by the Museums Division of Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ 
Remembrance Authority in Jerusalem.  It includes photographs, newspaper clippings, 
works of art and original film footage of the trial of Adolf Eichmann, the Nazi officer who 
played a crucial role in the practical execution of a master plan to systematically 
concentrate and deport millions of European Jews to their deaths during the 
Holocaust. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/note6344.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment his  Department has made of the Palestinian Authority’s adherence to  
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/issuesandresponses/newsroom/2131296
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-06348&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-06348&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/note6344.doc.htm
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its road map commitment to end incitement against Israel. [101940] 
Alistair Burt: The UK is not aware of any specific evidence of anti-Semitic or anti-
Jewish incitement by the Palestinian Authority. The road map stipulates that a tri-
partite committee would look at incidents of incitement, to which any party can 
appeal. 
The UK Government oppose the advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred 
that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence in all 
circumstances. I issued a press statement on 23 January condemning 
inflammatory words used by the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and others at an event 
in January marking the 47th anniversary of the Fatah movement. As I said then, 
the UK is against any comments that could stir up hatred and prejudice in a 
region that needs a culture of peace and mutual respect. 
We are concerned by any instances of incitement which appear in the Palestinian 
media. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0
007.htm#1204177000110  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) what 
recent representations his Department has received on the honouring by the Palestinian 
Authority of Palestinian citizens that have participated in terrorist acts; [102082] 
(2) what discussions he has had with the Palestinian Authorities on the naming of cultural 
and sporting events after Palestinian terrorists. [102083] 

Alistair Burt: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not received any recent 
representation on this issue. Our officials in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem have not 
had any discussions with the Palestinian Authority on this issue. As we do not 
have any direct contact with Hamas, we cannot make any representations about 
events taking place in the Gaza Strip. 
The Government deplore all incitement to violence. We have strongly supported 
the Palestinian Authority's programme of reform of its institutions of state, 
including the security sector. The Palestinian Authority has made considerable 
progress in this regard, meaning a more effective government and an improved 
security situation, with the Palestinian Authority meeting its core commitments 
under the Quartet Roadmap. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0
007.htm#1204177000113  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister expresses concern at executions in Gaza 
Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt has said he is deeply concerned by the execution 
of three men on 7 April in Gaza by Hamas. … 
"The British Government opposes the death penalty in all circumstances as a matter of 
principle.  We consider that its use undermines human dignity, that there is no conclusive 
evidence of its deterrent value, and that any miscarriage of justice leading to its 
imposition is irreversible and irreparable.  The UK has called repeatedly for the 
implementation in Gaza of the moratorium on the death penalty which is present in the 
West Bank. We hope that this moratorium will lead to the eventual abolition of the death 
penalty in the Occupied Palestinian Territories”. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=751697682  

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0007.htm#1204177000110
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0007.htm#1204177000110
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0007.htm#1204177000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120416/text/120416w0007.htm#1204177000113
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=751697682
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Middle East Quartet 

… The Quartet … underscored the need for continued international support for the 
Palestinian Authority’s important institution-building efforts … [and] called on the 
international community to ensure the contribution of $1.1 billion in assistance to meet 
the Palestinian Authority’s 2012 recurrent financing requirements. … 
The Quartet noted with concern the increasing fragility of developments on the ground 
and called on the parties to work constructively together to take concrete steps to 
address the Palestinian Authority’s fiscal challenges, preserve and build on the 
Palestinian Authority’s institutional gains, and expand economic opportunities for the 
Palestinian people. 
… the Quartet reaffirmed its commitment … to examine possible mechanisms it can 
actively support … to advance peace efforts and strengthen the Palestinian Authority’s 
ability to meet the full range of civil and security needs of the Palestinian people both 
now and in a future state. … 
Noting the significant progress on security achieved by the Palestinian Authority in the 
West Bank, the Quartet calls on the Palestinian Authority to continue to make every effort 
to improve law and order, to fight violent extremism, and to end incitement. … The 
Quartet also expressed its concern over ongoing settler violence and incitement in the 
West Bank and calls on Israel to take effective measures, including bringing the 
perpetrators of such acts to justice. 
The Quartet condemned rocket attacks from Gaza and stressed the need for calm and 
security for both peoples. … the Quartet considers that the situation in and around Gaza 
remains fragile and unsustainable as long as the West Bank and Gaza are not reunited 
under the legitimate Palestinian Authority adhering to the PLO commitments. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/129513.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 

TOP 
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