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Home Affairs 

Northern Ireland Assembly Question 

Religious Slaughter 
Ms Lo asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development whether there are any 
meat producers who use methods of religious slaughter; and what action her Department 
is taking to monitor meat production to ensure that animal welfare is protected. (AQW 
9497/11-15) 

Mrs O’Neill: One small slaughterhouse employs a licensed slaughterman trained 
in religious slaughter procedures. He works no more than one day a month 
processing a very small number of sheep. All these animals are effectively 
stunned by electrical means before slaughter. None of the local meat producers 
use “non-stun” slaughter. 
I believe the standard of animal welfare in slaughterhouses here is high. Official 
Veterinarians from my Department are present in every slaughterhouse during the 
entire time animals are being slaughtered. 
The majority of this time is spent in the vicinity of the lairage and stunning area 
where they can monitor the slaughter process. This ensures that the highest 
standard of animal welfare is maintained at all times. 
I take the welfare of animals very seriously and if I thought that the introduction of 
further measures such as the introduction of mandatory CCTV were necessary to 
protect animal welfare I would not hesitate to act. However, experience at 
slaughter here does not highlight any issue which might require the introduction of 
mandatory CCTV as a solution. Furthermore, 14 of the 20 slaughterhouses here, 
which together account for over 95% of the animals and birds slaughtered in the 
north, have voluntarily installed CCTV coverage of the stunning area already. As 
for the remaining establishments, my officials have already communicated my 
preferences on this matter to those operators and I intend to personally write to 
them to ask if they would consider voluntarily installing CCTV in the stunning area. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/searchresults.aspx?&qf=0&asb=53&tbm=0&anb
=0&abp=0&sp=1&qfv=1&asbv=193&tbmv=1&anbv=0&abpv=0&spv=14&ss=qFqpLNqET
E3+s4U1N54fBRQ6b9uVmxET&tm=2&per=1&sus=1&qs=1&ans=1&it=1&fd=&td=&pm=0
&asbt=Lo,%20Anna%20MBE&anbt=All%20Ministers&abpt=All%20Parties&spt=2011-
2012  
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Holocaust 

House of Lords Debate 

Terezin Declaration: Holocaust Era Assets 
includes: 
col 1228  Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they will take 
to ensure that fellow signatories to the Terezin Declaration on Holocaust Era Assets fulfil 
the obligations of the Declaration in relation to the restitution of wrongfully seized 
property. … 
… Too many states only allow claims for property taken in too narrow a time band, 
require current citizenship, or place impossible evidentiary burdens on claimants, when 
of course they must know that those who were killed or fled did not preserve title deeds. 
The pursuit of legal action inside a foreign country is prohibitively difficult, and the 
European Court of Human Rights too slow. The worst offender, however, is Poland. It 
remains the only major country in the former Soviet bloc and now in Europe that has no 
law providing for restitution or compensation for private property stolen during the 
Holocaust. … 
Sharansky said that the Holocaust was not only genocide but the greatest theft in history. 
Justice is in sight if the UK will use its good offices to ensure the implementation of the 
Terezin declaration. 

 

col 1230  Lord Boswell of Aynho: … It could be argued that the wicked legacy of 
Nazism is not just the Holocaust, with the slaughter of 6 million Jews and other minorities 
who were not acceptable to the Hitler Government. It is of course never easy, and 
perhaps may not be tasteful, to put in the same frame crimes against people and crimes 
against property, but the Nazi era saw not jut mass slaughter but also mass 
confiscation. … 
We … as co-signatories to the Terezin declaration, need to undertake our own 
obligations. This is a matter of closure; it is a matter by which we can at least slightly 
mitigate one of the most disastrous chapters in history.  

 

col 1231  Lord Wills: … it is not so much the material recovery of property that matters 
as the recognition of-the bearing of witness to-the fact that such evil was done. Without it, 
it is difficult to see how there can be any closing of the books or any defining atonement. 
Of course, the restitution of assets is not the only way for such recognition to take place. 
The German artist Gunter Demnig, for example, created the idea of Stolpersteine: small 
memorials positioned in places associated with victims of Nazism. There are now 
hundreds of them in Germany, Austria, the Czech Republic, Hungary and other 
European countries commemorating not just Jewish victims but Romany, homosexual 
and Christian victims of the Nazis, and many others as well. …  

 

col 1233  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: There are approximately 90,000 surviving 
claimants to property in Poland. The majority are non-Jewish … In some cases the 
confiscators were the Nazis, while in others they were the communists. … 
… there are at least 13 occasions when Poland has drafted legislation and then stuck it 
back on the shelf.  The European Parliament, the Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe and the US Senate and Congress have all called on Poland to 
resolve the claims. Now it must be our turn in the UK to urge the Polish Government to 
ease the onerous conditions imposed on potential claimants who have to go to law, to 
give them access to records, to allow them to set up a modest central fund to resolve 
claims for religious and communal property and, lastly, to participate in the 2012 
conference on Holocaust-era assets. 

 

col 1234  Lord Gold: … The noble Lord, Lord Wallace of Saltaire, in answer to the 
Question asked by the noble Baroness, Lady Deech, on 5 December last year, said that 
the Government took, "the issue of property restitution very seriously", and would, 
"continue to remind  Poland  of its stated  intention to  reinstate a restitution Bill, currently  
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stalled, when its economic situation allows".-[Official Report, 5/12/11; col. 499.] 
I venture to suggest that growth of 4.3 per cent … allows for restitution. I would ask the 
Minister once again to remind Poland, this time a bit more loudly, of its duty. … 

 

col 1238  Lord Wallace of Saltaire: … the Government are frustrated with the lack of 
real progress since [the Terezin] declaration was signed. …  
The noble Baroness said that Holocaust restitution was not about money but victims. The 
noble Baroness, Lady Royall, said that we were talking about moral accounting. As some 
noble Lords may know, the Austrian central fund has restored a small percentage of the 
estimated value of the property. In the Polish case, part of our concern we have is that 
the Polish Government are extremely worried about how large the bill would be once the 
claims were presented-not only by Jewish former owners but by the much larger number 
of Polish former owners, many of them no longer living in Poland. 
I note from a story in the Jewish Chronicle in summer 2009 that the estimate of the total 
value of property lost in Poland during the war was around £15.5 billion. It is thought that 
80 per cent of it came not from Jews but from Poles who lost land. As the noble Viscount, 
Lord Hanworth, suggested, it is quite clear that such large sums simply could not be 
restored. … 
The noble Lord, Lord Gold, asked whether Poland still had a programme for the 
restitution of communal property. It does not have legislation for the restitution of private 
immovable property, but the draft legislation on private property has not been passed 
because of the EU's public debt rule. … If Poland adopted the draft legislation on private 
property, it would breach current EU rules on financial discipline. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120326-
0003.htm#12032710000441  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Jerusalem (Humanitarian Issues) 
includes: 
col 1306  Alex Cunningham: … The debate comes in advance of the presentation of a 
petition to the Prime Minister supported by a wide range of organisations, including the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign, the Amos Trust, Friends of Al Aqsa, Jews for Justice for 
Palestinians and Pax Christi, calling on the Government to take urgent steps to stop the 
Israeli Government’s gradual but relentless eradication of Palestinian life and culture in 
Jerusalem. … 
… the Jerusalem municipality [is] openly stating that it does not want the Palestinian 
population of Jerusalem to exceed 30%. Reducing the population from 38%, where it 
currently stands before any natural increase, to 30% can be achieved only by resorting to 
ethnic engineering that would be unthinkable in a liberal democracy and would require 
illegal and inhumane measures. However, we all know that this mission has been under 
way for years. … 
The first of those measures being implemented is the building of the wall that allows the 
exclusion of tens of thousands of Palestinians born in Jerusalem from their own city. … 

 

col 1307  Robert Halfon: Does the hon. Gentleman recognise that far from being a wall, 
what he is describing is a fence, a tiny proportion of which is wall? Does he recognise 
that the reason it was built in the first place was to prevent suicide bombers from coming 
into Israel on a daily basis? … 

 

Alex Cunningham: I do not really think it matters whether it is a wall that is 20 feet thick 
or a fence—it is a barrier to the Palestinian people going about their normal business and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120326-0003.htm#12032710000441
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120326-0003.htm#12032710000441
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I do not think it should be there. 
One of the most sinister ways of removing Palestinians from living in Jerusalem is the 
rule that Palestinians “centre of their life” must lie within the Israeli-defined municipal 
boundary of Jerusalem. … The “centre of life” requirement is of course particularly 
Kafkaesque when Israelis are making it more and more difficult for Palestinians to live 
and work in Jerusalem … 

 

Jim Shannon: All of Jerusalem has been ravaged by war and terrorism. I am aware that 
all sections of those living in Jerusalem—Jews, Muslims and Christians—have the right 
to live and the right to guidance and support. Does the hon. Gentleman agree that that 
applies for all groups of Jews and Christians as well?  

 

Alex Cunningham: … Palestinians face an impossible dilemma as their family grows: do 
they live in squalid overcrowded conditions, move out of the city, or risk building illegally? 
… In addition, Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem are being demolished by the Israeli 
authorities … That comes at the same time as the building of illegal Jewish settlements 
continues unabated, forming an inner and outer ring around Jerusalem. … 

 

col 1308  Andy Slaughter: Does my hon. Friend agree that it speaks volumes about the 
arrogance of the occupying power that following the UN Human Rights Council’s vote 
last week, by 36 votes to one, to send a delegation to investigate the illegal 
settlements—illegal under international law—in East Jerusalem and the west bank, the 
Israelis have refused to co-operate with the council, refused admission to the delegation, 
and indeed is considering sanctions against the Palestinian Authority for even daring to 
raise the matter? 

 

Alex Cunningham: It is clear that the world at large wants to do something about these 
issues, so why will the Israelis not let people in? What do they have to hide? … 

 

Mike Freer: I understand the hon. Gentleman’s concerns about the two-state solution, 
but does he agree that until the Hamas element of the Palestinian Authority accepts the 
Quartet principles, there can be no negotiated peace process? 

 

Alex Cunningham: There will always be issues associated with Hamas and various 
other groups, but tonight we are talking about basic human rights within the city of 
Jerusalem and it is time that some of them were restored. … 
Is the Minister … prepared to call publicly on the European Commission to ensure that 
companies that aid and abet the occupation of East Jerusalem and other occupied 
territories are barred from benefiting from EU projects? Will the Government work to 
ensure that they are also barred from public contract tendering processes? … 

 

col 1310  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Mr Jeremy 
Browne): … The humanitarian situation in East Jerusalem and the rest of the occupied 
Palestinian territories is an issue that remains a high priority for both the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office and the Department for International Development. … The 
Government’s position on the status of Jerusalem is clear. East Jerusalem is an 
occupied territory. The solution to Jerusalem must be sought as part of a negotiated 
settlement between the Israelis and the Palestinians. Any solution should enable 
Jerusalem to be a shared capital of the Israeli and Palestinian states. Moreover, that 
solution must allow access for all those for whom Jerusalem means so much, whether 
they be Jews, Muslims or Christians. …  

 

Simon Danczuk: Does the Minister not agree that Israel is doing everything it can to 
prevent the Palestinian people from developing economically? … 

 

Robert Halfon: … Does my hon. Friend the Minister agree that, before 1967, the Jews in 
East Jerusalem had no rights at all, and were not allowed to visit the holy sites? Does he 
also agree that Israeli Arabs in Jerusalem have far more rights than many Arabs in Arab 
countries, in that they elect MPs and live in a democracy?  

 

Jeremy Browne: We want people of all faiths to have the right to practise their faith, but 
we also want a political arrangement in Jerusalem that will enable a two-state solution to 
become a reality. …  
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col 1311  Ian Paisley: … will he make it clear that he will not succumb to or support calls 
for sanctions against Israel and the 6 million people who need to live and work in that 
country? 

 

Jeremy Browne: … the Government are concerned about the threatened and actual 
demolition of Palestinian homes, particularly in the Silwan district of East Jerusalem. … 
another significant concern for the British Government, this House and the international 
community is the continued expansion of Israeli settlements, including in East Jerusalem. 
The combination of the growing settlements and the separation barrier erected by Israel 
is increasingly separating East Jerusalem from the west bank, making it increasingly 
difficult for East Jerusalem to function as the capital of a future Palestinian state. 
Settlements, including in East Jerusalem, are illegal under international law and an 
obstacle to peace. They make negotiations more difficult and constitute a growing threat 
to the feasibility of a two-state solution, a solution supported by Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority, the international community and a majority of both Israelis and Palestinians. 
Settlement activity has no justification and should cease immediately. We have 
repeatedly given that message to Israel, including at the most senior levels. …  

 

col 1312  Bob Blackman: Does the Minister accept that Israel has demonstrated its 
ability and determination to remove illegal settlements, for example in Gaza, in exchange 
for a peaceful resolution and that, therefore, so-called—in some cases—illegal 
settlements can of course be negotiated away in land in order to have peace with the 
Palestinians, but what is required is for both sides to sit around the table to determine a 
peace treaty so that everyone can live in peace and harmony? 

 

Jeremy Browne: We of course wish both sides—if I can put it in those terms—to live in 
peace in harmony. … For the avoidance of doubt, I should say that the Government do 
not support sanctions on Israel or any attempts to delegitimize Israel, but we do want 
Israel to honour the undertakings … 
The Government remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of movement 
between the west bank and East Jerusalem. The permit system for Palestinians to enter 
East Jerusalem, whether for work, education, medical treatment or religious worship, is 
lengthy and complicated. There are heartbreaking stories of sons and daughters unable 
to obtain permits in time to visit parents dying in hospital or to attend funerals of 
relatives. … 
A related concern is how many Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem face the threat of 
losing their residency rights in a way that does not apply to Israeli residents. There are 
families who are forced to live apart, or forced to move to the west bank, because they 
cannot obtain permits to stay together. … 
As the annual Foreign and Commonwealth Office human rights and democracy report, to 
be published next month, will highlight, we also have serious concerns about reports of 
abuses carried out under Hamas rule in Gaza. Those include arbitrary detention, the 
mistreatment of detainees and the use of the death penalty. We are also seriously 
concerned about rocket attacks fired by militant groups in Gaza. …  

 

col 1314  Mr Slaughter: … He is going slightly off the subject by talking about the death 
penalty in Gaza, and perhaps he will also reflect on the 20 Palestinian civilians killed by 
the Israeli air force recently, as they too suffered the death penalty. … 

 

Jeremy Browne: … We continue to urge both sides to demonstrate the political will and 
leadership necessary to break the current dangerous impasse and to achieve a 
sustainable solution … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120326/debtext/12032
6-0005.htm#12032714000002  
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-02477 Kevin Stewart: Safe Passage to the West Bank—That the Parliament 
commends those people attempting to travel from Scotland to the West Bank as part of the 
Welcome to Palestine initiative on 15 April 2012 at the invitation of Palestinian civil society 
in order to take part in political discussion and education projects in Bethlehem, to bring 
attention to the fact that Palestinians have been denied visitation rights in the 
occupied territories, to highlight what is considered the repressive nature of the Israeli 
state, which it understands jailed and then deported 150 peaceful individuals in the 2011 
initiative, to raise awareness of the lack of freedom of movement endured by Palestinians 
both inside and outside the occupied territories and to show solidarity with the Palestinian 
people who it believes continue to be denied the most basic of rights. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advanc
e&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-02477&ResultsPerPage=10  
 

 

United Nations 

UN agency welcomes US contribution of $10 million to help Palestinian refugees 
The head of the United Nations agency assisting Palestinian refugees today welcomed a 
$10 million contribution from the United States to its funding. 
The contribution was announced at a youth conference of the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East … UNRWA’s Commissioner-General, Filippo 
Grandi [said] “The United States remains UNRWA’s largest bilateral donor and this latest 
contribution again demonstrates America’s strong support to the agency and its activities, 
of which improving the lives of Palestinian refugee youth, and the opportunities open to 
them, is such an important part.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41641&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
** closes in 5 days 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
 

Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
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