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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what recent 
steps he has taken to protect Jewish students attending university from anti-Semitic 
attacks; and if he will make a statement. [R] [99086] 

Mr Willetts: Anti-Semitism and intolerance have no place in our society and no 
place in higher education. Staff and students from all backgrounds, cultures and 
communities must be welcome in our higher education sector. 
The UK has in place one of the strongest legislative frameworks to protect people 
from harassment and abuse, and specifically racial or religious persecution. This 
framework provides protection to the Jewish community alongside other ethnic 
and religious groups. As independent organisations, higher education institutions 
are directly accountable for compliance with the law and hold the primary 
responsibility for ensuring that their staff and students are not subject to 
threatening or abusive behaviour on campus. 
In addition to legal requirements, institutions have access to a range of practical 
guidance to help them ensure fair treatment of their staff and students, and to help 
them deal effectively with instances of intolerance, racism and harassment in their 
institutions. 
The Government expect institutions to vigorously tackle intolerance on campus 
when it arises. 
I have met the Union of Jewish Students to discuss anti-Semitism in higher 
education and assured them that the Government continue to take this issue 
seriously, and expect universities to use the tools they have to tackle anti-
Semitism.  We have seen a fall in the number of incidents in higher education, 
from 44 in 2010 to 27 in 2011, according to the Community Security Trust. 
However, no incident is acceptable in higher education, or elsewhere. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0
005.htm#1203216000010  

 
Racially Aggravated Offences 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Attorney-General what criteria the Crown Prosecution 
Service uses to determine the level of evidence required to proceed with a prosecution in 
a case of racially aggravated crime. [101065] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0005.htm#1203216000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0005.htm#1203216000010
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The Solicitor-General: Cases involving offences of racially or religiously 
aggravated crime referred to the CPS by the police are reviewed in accordance 
with the Code for Crown Prosecutors (the Code) and in line with the CPS Policy 
and Guidance on Prosecuting Cases of Racist and Religious Crime. If a case 
passes the evidential stage in the Full Code Test which is set out in the Code, the 
CPS goes on to consider whether the public interest is in favour of prosecution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0
001.htm#12032081000014  

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Mann (2899) Toulouse attacks and the response to them – That this House is 
outraged and horrified by the attack on a Jewish school in Toulouse, France; sends 
condolences to all the families, friends and communities affected and to the people and 
Parliament of France; notes the recommendations of the All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry 
into Anti-Semitism which set out a political roadmap for tackling anti-Semitism at 
governmental, parliamentary and civic levels; further notes the improved arrangements 
for security of Jewish schools, recording of anti-Semitic incidents by police and the 
improved prosecution practices resulting from the inquiry recommendations; believes that 
robustness in tackling racism is critical even when uncomfortable to do so; further notes 
that British examples of best practice such as the work of the Community Security Trust 
can be modelled by other countries; calls on the Government to share with countries 
across Europe and beyond the work carried out in the UK so that parliaments across the 
world can support minority communities in defending themselves; believes that evil like 
this, though rare in recent years, can strike at any place at any time in any country; 
further believes that elected politicians must be the ones to take a lead in fighting anti-
Semitism and racism; and further calls on parliaments across Europe and the world to 
keep this issue on their agenda. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2899  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Foreign Investment in UK: Israel 
Graham Evans: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
estimate he has made of the number of Israeli companies investing in the UK. [R] 
[99961] 

Mr Prisk: The Government estimate that over 250 Israeli companies are investing 
in the UK. Many have a physical presence (office, warehouse, service centre, 
plant) in the UK; they cover a wide spectrum of sectors, including pharmaceutical, 
ICT, mining, food processing and plastics manufacturing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0
005.htm#1203216000008  
 

Science: Israel 
Graham Evans: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on increasing scientific collaboration. 
[R] [99962] 

Mr Willetts: I met with the Israeli Minister for Trade, Science and the 
Environment,   Minister  Rabbi  Professor  Daniel  Hershkowitz,  and  Israeli  Chief  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0001.htm#12032081000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0001.htm#12032081000014
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2899
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0005.htm#1203216000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0005.htm#1203216000008
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Scientist, Ministry of Industry, Trade and Labour, Avi Hasson when I visited Israel 
in October 2011. Together with Minister Rabbi Professor Daniel Hershkowitz I 
announced the establishment of a new, joint fellowship exchange scheme to 
enhance collaboration between the countries in the area of regenerative medicine. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0
005.htm#1203216000019  
 

Israel 
Rushanara Ali: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions (a) he, (b) his Ministers and (c)officials in his Department have had with 
their Israeli counterparts on the denial of entry into Israel and the deportation from Israel 
of UK citizens. [100797] 

Alistair Burt: The Government extend consular assistance to British nationals 
whenever appropriate. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office does not make general representations on 
another country's immigration policies or procedures. Israeli immigration officials 
are under no obligation to explain their decisions to us and, as mentioned in our 
travel advice, they have the right to refuse entry to anyone they wish. The UK's 
immigration authority is similarly protected. 
If British nationals plan to travel to Israel or the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
we advise them to read through the travel advice on the FCO's website available 
at the follow link: http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-abroad/travel-advice-
by-country/middle-east-north-africa/israel-occupied  
Those travelling to the Occupied Palestinian Territories may also obtain further 
information from the British consulate-general in Jerusalem before travel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0
001.htm#12032081000006  
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Foreign Affairs 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

ODIHR Director, OSCE Chairmanship representatives welcome French investigation 
of anti-Semitic and racial motives in Toulouse shootings 
Ambassador Janez Lenarčič, the Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights (ODIHR), today condemned the attack that killed four people outside a 
Jewish school in Toulouse, France on Monday, and welcomed actions by the French 
authorities to investigate this and the shootings of French soldiers last week as anti-
Semitic or racially motivated crimes. 
“I am shocked by the shootings leading to the deaths of three children and an adult in 
Toulouse, and welcome the vigorous steps taken by the authorities to ensure the security 
of all, and of Jewish and Muslim communities in particular … The investigation of these 
and the earlier shootings of four French soldiers  as hate crimes sends a strong message 
that crimes of this type will be addressed swiftly and resolutely.” … 
Rabbi Andrew Baker, the Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on 
Combating Anti-Semitism, said that urgent action was needed to restore the Jewish 
community’s sense of safety and security after the attack on the school. 
“The murders in Toulouse have shocked and horrified people in France and around the 
world,” Baker said. “The challenge of confronting the racist, xenophobic and anti-Semitic 
ideology that has spawned such crimes remains.” 
Baker    joined   with   Judge   Catherine   McGuinness,    the    Chairmanship’s    Personal  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0005.htm#1203216000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0005.htm#1203216000019
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-abroad/travel-advice-by-country/middle-east-north-africa/israel-occupied
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-abroad/travel-advice-by-country/middle-east-north-africa/israel-occupied
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0001.htm#12032081000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120320/text/120320w0001.htm#12032081000006
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Representative on Combating Racism, Xenophobia and Discrimination, also focusing on 
Intolerance and Discrimination against Christians and Members of Other Religions, and 
Senator Adil Akhmetov, the Personal Representative on Combating Intolerance and 
Discrimination against Muslims, in issuing a statement welcoming measures announced 
by the French authorities to provide increased security at all Jewish and Muslim schools 
and places of worship in the Toulouse region. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/89064  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 
2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
 
 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/89064
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
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Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
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