
 1

 

18 March 2012
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Holocaust 

Israel 

Foreign Affairs 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Organ Donation 
Baroness Randerson: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have any plans 
to launch a public debate on presumed consent for organ donation, following plans for 
such legislation in Wales.[HL16258] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department of Health (Earl 
Howe): We note the Welsh Government's summary of responses to their recent 
White Paper consultation on proposals for organ and tissue donation in Wales. 
We look forward to seeing the detailed proposals when the draft Assembly Bill is 
published for consultation in June. 
The independent Organ Donation Taskforce examined the case for moving to an 
opt-out system in 2008. It recommended against it, concluding that while such a 
system might have the potential to deliver benefits it would present significant 
difficulties. 
Action is being taken to strengthen the donation programme and we are seeing 
significant improvements in donor rates. We need to give time for these 
improvements to be worked through fully and assess their success before looking 
to change the system further. 
We therefore have no plans to launch a public debate on presumed consent for 
organ donation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120315w0004.htm#120
31562004966  
 

Food: Labelling 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty's Government why there is no 
requirement to label halal meat in shops and restaurants; and what steps they propose to 
take to inform consumer choice in this area.[HL16325] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Lord Taylor of Holbeach): The Government believe 
that people should know what they are buying in shops or when they are eating 
out. An amendment to require food labels to indicate whether an animal has been 
stunned before slaughter was proposed last  year by the  European  Parliament in  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120315w0004.htm#12031562004966
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120315w0004.htm#12031562004966
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the context of proposals for an EU food information for consumers regulation. This 
proposal was not taken up, but in subsequent discussions a compromise 
agreement was reached that highlighted the importance of this issue and 
proposed that it should be considered by the EU Commission in a welfare context 
as part of the anticipated discussion on the EU welfare strategy. 
The Government support this approach, as it will allow consumer information to be 
considered alongside measures to minimise the suffering of animals slaughtered 
without stunning. The Commission has recently published its proposed Welfare 
Strategy for 2012-15 and has confirmed it will be studying the issue of labelling as 
provided for in last year's agreement on the food information for consumers 
regulation. The Government welcome this approach and we look forward to 
receiving further proposals from the Commission. In the mean time we are 
considering how we can use domestic legislation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120316w0001.htm#120
31649000135  
 

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

Alun Michael (2874) Government work on race equality – That this House notes the 
publication of the Government's integration strategy; recognises that it is important to 
foster integration but notes that this is not a substitute for action to tackle racism and 
racial injustice; is concerned that racial inequalities persist in society; further recognises 
findings from the Ethnic Minority British Election Study that 57 per cent. of ethnic 
minorities believe that there is racial discrimination in the UK, with 36 per cent. reporting 
personal experience of discrimination; welcomes the Government's recent work to tackle 
racism and racial inequalities in football; calls on the Government to extend this 
commitment by tackling the racial inequalities faced by ordinary people; and urges the 
Government to publish a cross-departmental race equality strategy with clear, 
measurable outcomes. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2874  
 
Jim Shannon (2877) Human Rights of Christian workers – That this House calls on 
the Equalities Minister to support the human rights of Christian workers to wear the 
symbol of their faith at work. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2877  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

Barry Gardiner (2866) 16 March Demonstrations in Riga– That this House expresses 
its deep concern about the 16 March demonstrations in Riga; notes that whilst these 
annual demonstrations purport to be celebrating Latvian independence, they also 
celebrate Latvian veterans of Waffen SS detachments as war heroes, who fought on 
behalf of the Third Reich and who played an integral part in the Latvian Holocaust; further 
notes that the demonstrations begun initially by the Nazi organisation Club 415 are joined 
by recognised neo-Nazi organisations from outside Latvia and have been growing in size 
alarmingly since their commencement in 1998; condemns the demonstrators for 
spreading messages  of anti-Semitism and denying involvement in the Holocaust; and 
urges the government of Latvia,  which has previously  condoned the  demonstrations,  to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120316w0001.htm#12031649000135
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120316w0001.htm#12031649000135
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2874
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2877
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oppose this tribute match for the Latvian Waffen SS detachments and their crimes 
against humanity. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2866  
 
Fabian Hamilton (2870) Sale of Nazi memorabilia – That this House deeply deplores 
the sale of dozens of items of Nazi memorabilia, including items of oppression belonging 
to Holocaust victims, which was held on 6 March 2012 by Dreweatts Auction House in 
Bristol; condemns other auctions of similar items which have been held by other firms 
previously; decries the profiteering on items promoting and glorifying hatred and violence; 
applauds the policies of such firms as Christie's, Sotheby's, Bonhams and eBay which 
prohibit the sale of such items; recognises that such sales are banned in France, 
Germany, Austria and Hungary; and calls on the Government to bring in immediate 
regulation and control of this abhorrent trade. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2870  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Middle East 
includes: 
col 582  Baroness Falkner of Margravine: … We know that Israel considers the idea of 
a nuclear armed Iran as an existential threat. … We are also aware, however, that Israel 
stands on shaky moral ground when, as a nuclear weapon state itself, it seeks, 
potentially through the use of force, to prevent another state's programme, especially 
where the stated purpose of that programme is civilian nuclear development. … 
The Ayatollah's fatwa ruling that the use of nuclear weapons is completely contrary to the 
teachings of Islam has been reiterated as recently as in the last few weeks. This, too, 
should provide reassurance to Israel. … 

 

col 584  Viscount Eccles: … The United Nations calculates that there are 150 settler 
villages and agricultural outposts in the West Bank, along with 100 smaller outposts. 
These constitute 300,000 people, which must be compared with the Israeli population of 
7.5 million and the West Bank Palestinian population of 2.4 million. Every one of those 
settlements demands an Israeli Defence Forces commitment to its security and, of 
course, a certain level of violence is to be found all the time. … 
I shall cite another example of an Israeli settlement on one side of a narrow valley and a 
Palestinian village on the other. It has a traditional, reliable water source which has been 
cut off from the Palestinian village under the security arrangements put in place by the 
IDF. Every Friday, the Palestinian villagers attempt to march to the water source. They 
are deterred by the water cannon and tear gas of the IDF. … 
I turn now to Hebron, which is a sacred city closely associated with Abraham, and it is 
sacred to both Jews and Muslims. In 1969, after the 1967 war, Israeli Jews started to 
settle in Hebron and they have been there ever since. There are now several hundred of 
them. On and off there has been almost continuous violence, even if it is conducted at 
the low level of stone throwing to break windows. However, under the intifada there has 
been much more serious violence in the town. The IDF, with its responsibility to maintain 
the security of the settlers, outnumbers them by a large majority. The centre of Hebron 
could now be characterised as a ghost town. The Palestinian population has basically 
left. All the markets in the centre are shut and it is a desolate place. 
Out of this there come no winners. The settlers have a very uncomfortable life. The 
Palestinians   either  leave  or  also  have   a  very  uncomfortable  life.  The  IDF  has  its  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2866
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2870
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responsibilities and, as has been said by an organisation called Breaking the Silence, the 
effect on the young people who do their national service in the IDF is very deleterious. It 
is difficult to see why any of this is in the interests of Israel, either in the short or the long 
term. … 

 

col 586  Lord Anderson of Swansea: … I very much understand the Israeli concern 
about a second Holocaust from the Holocaust denier Ahmadinejad. However, there 
remains, in relation to the nuclear threat, the question of capability … and the question of 
intention. I hope that President Obama has made it clear to Premier Netanyahu that the 
red lines of the US and its allies do not necessarily coincide with those of Israel. …  
What are the malign effects of Iran gaining such a capability? … Iran might be 
emboldened to commit further acts of subversion and there would be an increased threat 
to Israel. It may well be that its proxy, Hezbollah, already can reach most, if not all, of 
Israel with its weaponry. … 
For Israel, it would perhaps be rather like Samson pulling down the pillars of the Temple 
upon itself. All evidence suggests that Iran is moving inexorably to a military nuclear 
capability … 

 

col 588  Lord Wright of Richmond: … the real question underlying peace in the Middle 
East and, ultimately, peace between Israel and Iran is whether Israel and the 
Palestinians are yet ready to revert to talks aimed at creating two states, with a shared 
capital in Jerusalem. Unfortunately, the continuing expansion of illegal settlements in the 
West Bank, the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians from West Jerusalem and the renewal of 
violence in Gaza make the resumption of talks unlikely. On that last point, I find it 
grotesque that the State Department spokesman should have condemned the recent 
launching of rockets against southern Israel with not one word about the targeted 
assassinations that provoked it. …  

 

col 591  Lord Clinton-Davis: … Iran's quest for aggressive, long-range nuclear 
weaponry, capable of doing real damage to the Israeli population, as well as potential 
harm to its close neighbours, cannot be lightly dismissed. This is no figment of the 
imagination in the light of Iran's stated aim to annihilate Israel. …  
It is essential for all advocates for peace on both sides of the divide to speak out now so 
that a two-state solution can arise and avert a conflagration. It has to be in the interests 
of Palestinians and Israelis-at least for their children-one day to realise a dream of a 
future based on peace, trust and prosperity for the region that both peoples inhabit. … 

 

col 597 Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … Iran threatens world stability and the very 
existence of Israel. … if one can believe Iran's rhetoric, Israel should be destroyed. 
However, a large part of the political world appears to say, "Don't worry, it's only words", 
and the fact that Iran has, or almost has, a nuclear bomb capability is acceptable, and 
the fact that it is burying its nuclear attack capability underneath an impregnable 
mountain is purely an innocent desire not to blot the landscape with launching pads-
rather like a proliferation of wind-power farms. That is not the case. … 
… The Israelis tell me, despite what some other noble Lords have said, that they say yes 
to the quartet's suggestions and are willing and ready to engage with the Palestinians in 
negotiations without preconditions, but the Palestinians will apparently not go that far. … 
Despite all that, the solution must be that, prior to formal negotiations, the Israelis say 
that when they sit down they will announce as a first step the freezing of settlement 
expansion including, albeit reluctantly, in east Jerusalem. … The Palestinians will, prior 
to formal negotiations, need to confirm that Hamas and the Palestinian Authority will, 
when they sit down, accept, albeit reluctantly, the state of Israel and cease rocket attacks 
on Israeli towns. … At a stroke, the settlements that other noble Lords have deplored, 
spread throughout the West Bank with connecting roads, will disappear. They will be 
taken over by the Palestinian state. If we get to that stage, we can forget about history, 
because it is about the future of a Palestinian state without that spread of settlements, 
just as Israel moved all its settlers out of Gaza-to get what? More rockets raining on it. 
Towns such as Sderot and Ashkelon  in southern  Israel will stop  having  rockets  raining  
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down upon them. The residents of southern Israel can cease to worry about how near the 
nearest air raid shelter is. In Sderot, every bus stop is an air raid shelter. That is how they 
and their children live. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120316-
0001.htm#12031648000472  
 

col 603  Baroness Deech: … Of course, the question of Palestine is still important, but 
the uprisings enable us to see this question in context and to cease to believe that it is 
the cause of all Arab grievances. Israel is one of many countries in the Middle East 
whose boundaries were drawn by colonial powers without sufficient reference to 
peoplehood on the ground. Nevertheless, anti-Israel or anti-Jewish hostility is manifest 
alongside the uprisings. … The dislike of Israel expressed by some Middle Eastern 
states owes something to centuries-old negative stereotypes and is however more than 
matched by its treatment of its own civilians. … 

 

col 605  Lord Soley: … I declare an interest again as the chairman of the Arab-Jewish 
Forum, a body I set up when some Arabs came to see me in my former constituency and 
asked for some structure which could enable Arabs and Jews to talk to each other. I set it 
up; I hoped I could walk away from it, but because I am neither an Arab nor a Jew they 
asked me to continue chairing it. The idea was to have an annual conference in Britain 
where we could bring together the two diasporas-the Arab diaspora and the Jewish 
diaspora.… My aim has always been to have a two-day annual conference, similar to 
what happened in relation to Northern Ireland. … At the moment, the Arab and Jewish 
diasporas tend to get behind their own country in the Middle East and shout for them, 
rather than actually recognising that they could have a wider point. … 

 

col 606  Lord Hylton: … There are in fact some 6 million Palestinian refugees, mainly in 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. For reasons of balance and justice, we should also think 
about those Jews who were expelled from Middle Eastern countries, or who left 
voluntarily but without compensation for their properties. Most of them, although not all, 
are now safely settled in Israel. 
These thoughts have a direct bearing on the much-debated question of the right of 
return. Because of the limited capacity of both Israel and the West Bank, let alone Gaza, 
to absorb further people, the right of return may have to be strictly limited to spouses, 
parents and children. … Those Palestinians not eligible for family reunion should be 
offered a choice: either to remain in their present host country, with, if possible, 
citizenship; or to accept resettlement in a state that welcomes immigrants. … 
On this compensation and resettlement, I suggest that there should be symmetry and 
that each side should be responsible for its own people. Jewish organisations and funds 
would thus compensate the surviving Jews who left Middle Eastern countries without 
compensation for their properties. Arab states and funds would compensate Palestinians 
who left their homes, again without compensation. … 

 

col 609  Lord Haskel: … what is important to us … is the attitude of the British Jewish 
community towards Iran. It is concerned but conciliatory. How do we know that? We 
know it because last year the Institute for Jewish Policy Research, a community think 
tank-I declare an interest as its honorary president-conducted an attitude survey which, 
among other things, measured the Jewish community's attitude towards a threat to Israel 
from a nuclear-armed Iran. 
The survey showed very high levels of concern in the British Jewish community. Most 
strongly believe that Iran does pose an existential threat to Israel and so are supportive 
of measures that will protect Israel's security. However, at the same time most British 
Jews share a profound wish for this and other Middle East conflicts to be resolved 
peacefully around the negotiating table rather than on the battlefield. …  

 

col 612  Baroness Tonge: … I want to put on record two personal statements. The first 
is that I am not anti-Semitic but I am anti-injustice, and the treatment of the Palestinians 
over the last six decades, by  Israel and the  international  community,  has been a  gross  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120316-0001.htm#12031648000472
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120316-0001.htm#12031648000472


 6

 

injustice which has eaten away at peace in the Middle East and served to fuel extreme 
Islamism and terrorism. The second statement is that I believe that Israel has a right to 
exist within the 1967 borders; of course I do. Hamas leaders, who I have met in 
Damascus and Gaza, also accept the existence of Israel within the 1967 borders laid 
down by the United Nations. Sadly, of course, this has not happened and the actions of 
the state of Israel are becoming more and more dangerous for Israel itself, the Middle 
East and the wider world. 
The Arab citizens of Israel are marginalised and discriminated against in every way. New 
laws are being passed all the time to make life more and more difficult for them-on 
marriage and property rights, for example. Money spent on Arab-Israeli schools, water 
supplies and infrastructure is a fraction of that spent on Jewish citizens and, as we know, 
the state of Israel has now been declared the Jewish state of Israel, which has wider 
implications even for us in how we relate to that country. …  
In Gaza … no one has dared to say that the real purpose of the blockade is to 
deliberately ruin the fishing, agricultural and manufacturing industries of Gaza in order to 
reduce those very talented, hard-working and extremely cheerful people to 
unemployment and grinding poverty. Our Government deal with these violations of 
international law by "urging restraint" and "expressing concern". Those are worthy 
sentiments, but they do not stop the relentless ethnic cleansing, land grab and what 
many people would describe as terrorism by the Israeli Air Force, with its targeted 
assassinations. Because of the pro-Israel lobby's bullying tactics against anyone who 
speaks the truth, Israel is allowed to act with impunity. … 
The warning was clear in Proverbs in the Hebrew Bible, and repeated by St Paul in our 
own New Testament. It has been the philosophy for many of us throughout our lives that, 
"whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap". … 
 

col 621  Lord Howell of Guildford: … One should not forget that a vast range of 
missiles, some of very high technical capability, have been rained on Israel by the 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad and other organisations. Luckily, the Iron Dome technology of 
anti-missile defence by Israel seems to have prevented 90 per cent of them reaching 
their targets. Nevertheless, it is obviously intolerable from Israel's point of view that that 
should be the challenge. Of course, it will also be said that Israel has applied its force the 
other way. There is always a balance and there are always two sides to these 
arguments. It is impossible to say anything that does not slide one way or another. 

 

Baroness Tonge: … I must point out … that the raining of missiles on southern Israel 
from Gaza always follows a targeted assassination by the Israeli Air Force. … the BBC 
World Service interviewing a teacher in southern Israel who confirmed that fact and said 
that they always knew when missiles were going to come over because it was always 
after a targeted assassination. … 

 

Lord Howell of Guildford:… I think that the words of Mr Netanyahu were to this effect-if 
there is quietness on one side, there will be quietness on the other side. There were 
targeted assassinations; there are constant threats of the elimination of Israel; there are 
these ripostes by rockets; and there is the position of Hamas, which has stood aside from 
some of these rocket attacks. … 
The UK considers that Palestine largely fulfils the criteria for UN membership. We will not 
vote against the application because of the progress that the Palestinian leadership has 
made towards meeting the criteria but nor can we vote for it while our primary objective 
remains the return to negotiations. Currently, there is no proposal for a UN General 
Assembly resolution. If President Abbas returns to the General Assembly, the UK will use 
its vote in a way that makes a return to negotiations more rather than less likely. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120316-0002.htm  
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Jack Lopresti: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received on the number of (a) Qassam rockets, (b) Grad 
rockets and (c) mortar bombs launched into Israeli territory from Gaza in 2011; and what 
reports he has received of the number of persons (i) killed, (ii) seriously injured and (iii) 
slightly injured. [99838] 

Alistair Burt: The Israeli Defence Force report that there were a total of 758 
rockets fired from Gaza to Israel in 2011. 
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) produce a 
detailed monthly breakdown of Israeli-Palestinian conflict related casualties. The 
most recent figures, including for 2011, can be found on page eleven of the 
January 2012 UN OCHA humanitarian monitor report: 
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_the_humanitarian_monitor_2012_02
_16_english.pdf  

Jack Lopresti: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received of the number of (a) Qassam rockets, (b) Grad 
rockets and (c) mortar bombs launched into Israeli territory from Gaza since 1 January 
2012; and what reports he has received of the number of persons (i) killed, (ii) seriously 
injured and (iii) slightly injured. [99839] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about continued indiscriminate rocket attacks 
by Palestinian militant groups on Israel, as well as air-strikes and other attacks by 
the Israeli military on Gaza. 
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) produce a 
detailed breakdown of Israeli-Palestinian conflict related casualties every month 
for the UN OCHA humanitarian' monitor report, these can be found at: 
http://www.ochaopt.org  
The UN report that there were two Israelis injured in January 2012; figures for 
February 2012 are not yet available. Reports indicate that during 9-12 March 
2012, 30 air-strikes were undertaken by the Israeli Defence Force on Gaza; and 
212 rockets and mortars were launched from the Gaza Strip by Palestinian 
militant groups, with 95 landing in Israel. In the latest round of violence, at least 8 
Israelis have been injured; 23 Palestinians have been killed, and several tens of 
Palestinians injured. 

Jack Lopresti: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the level of rocket fire into Israel from Gaza. [99840] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about continued indiscriminate rocket attacks 
by Palestinian militant groups on Israel, as well as air-strikes and other attacks by 
the Israeli military on Gaza. 
On 12 March 2012, following the Israeli air-strikes on Gaza and rocket attacks by 
Palestinian militant groups on Israel, I released the following statement: 
“I am deeply concerned by the recent escalation of violence in Gaza and southern 
Israel. I condemn any attacks targeting civilians. I urge all sides to exercise 
restraint, re-establish calm and avoid any further civilian casualties.” 
The incidents on 9-12 March 2012 represent a worrying escalation of violence. 
Reports indicate that 30 air-strikes were undertaken by the Israeli Defence Force; 
and 212 rockets and mortars were launched from the Gaza Strip by Palestinian 
militant groups, with 95 landing in Israel. 
Our officials are continuing to monitor the situation closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120315/text/120315w0
003.htm#12031560000049  

 
 
 

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_the_humanitarian_monitor_2012_02_16_english.pdf
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_the_humanitarian_monitor_2012_02_16_english.pdf
http://www.ochaopt.org/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120315/text/120315w0003.htm#12031560000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120315/text/120315w0003.htm#12031560000049
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Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of whether aid organisations are subsidising the occupation by Israel of territory in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, in the light of the responsibilities of an occupying power to 
look after the civilian population as stated in the fourth Hague convention of 
1907.[HL16311] 

Baroness Northover: The UK considers Israel to be the occupying power in 
Gaza, the West Bank and east Jerusalem with resultant obligations under 
international humanitarian law, as set out under the fourth Hague convention of 
1907 and the fourth Geneva convention of 1949. The support given to the 
Palestinian people by aid organisations does not affect Israel's obligations under 
international law for actions it takes in respect of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. We consider that aid organisations have a valuable role to play in 
supporting the Palestinians to establish effective self-governance in the West 
Bank and Gaza as part of the process set out in the Oslo accords. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120315w0004.htm#120
31562004964  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Love: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the Israeli authorities on Palestinians under Israeli 
administrative detention, including those on hunger strike; and if he will make a 
statement. [99937] 

Alistair Burt: I raised Israel's extensive use of administrative detention most 
recently with the Israeli ambassador to London on 23 February and the Deputy 
Israeli Foreign Minister on 27 February. 
Our officials in Tel Aviv have raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities about 
the treatment of Palestinian prisoners, including in the context of the case of Mr 
Khader Adnan, who was on hunger strike. We continue to encourage the Israeli 
authorities to comply with their obligations under international law, including in 
their own policies on detention and the treatment of Palestinian prisoners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120315/text/120315w0
003.htm#12031560000050  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister condemns Israeli settlement decision 
… “The British Government condemns the deal to move settlers from the illegal West 
Bank outpost of Migron to a new settlement in the West Bank. We are deeply concerned 
that this agreement sets a dangerous precedent for other outposts that are illegal under 
both international and Israeli law.  It is also directly contrary to the commitments Israel 
made to the international community under the Quartet Roadmap to evacuate all 
outposts.  We believe that Israel's best interests are served by a two-state solution and 
that the change and uncertainty in the region only reinforces the urgency of achieving 
this.  By entrenching illegal settlements in the West Bank, as we believe this agreement 
does, Israel risks sending the wrong message about its commitment to the goal of a two-
state solution. 
Both Israel and the Palestinians should be taking steps which build trust and encourage 
dialogue. We therefore call on the Israeli government to rescind this decision and find a 
way forward consistent with its commitments under the Quartet Roadmap and 
international law.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=742802982  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120315w0004.htm#12031562004964
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120315w0004.htm#12031562004964
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120315/text/120315w0003.htm#12031560000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120315/text/120315w0003.htm#12031560000050
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=742802982
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Iran 
Michael Ellis: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the covert shipment of arms and missiles by Iran to militant 
factions within Lebanon, Syria and Gaza. [99727] 

Alistair Burt: I refer my hon. Friend to my answer of 12 December 2011, Official 
Report, column 604W. We remain deeply concerned by Iranian support for 
militant groups in Lebanon and the Gaza Strip, as well as for the Syrian regime, 
and the negative impact this has on regional stability. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120315/text/120315w0
003.htm#12031560000048  

TOP 
 

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting on Combating Racism, Intolerance and 
Discrimination in Society through Sport 
19 April 2012 in Vienna 
Meeting to discuss contemporary manifestations of racism, intolerance and 
discrimination and how sport can serve as a vehicle to promote tolerance and equality, 
both within and across national borders. 
http://www.osce.org/event/shdm_apr2012  

 
 

Pew Forum 

Faith on the Move: The Religious Affiliation of International Migrants    
http://features.pewforum.org/religious-migration/Faithonthemove.pdf   

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120315/text/120315w0003.htm#12031560000048
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120315/text/120315w0003.htm#12031560000048
http://www.osce.org/event/shdm_apr2012
http://features.pewforum.org/religious-migration/Faithonthemove.pdf
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 
2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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