
 1

15 March 2012

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Holocaust 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 

 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Question 

Extremism 
Baroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer: To ask Her Majesty's Government for what 
actions, including actions which were not, or were not intended to be, criminal, a person 
would be classified a "domestic extremist" and so qualify to appear on the police 
database of domestic extremists. [HL16234] 

The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Henley): There is no legal definition of 
domestic extremism in the UK. Police databases, including those containing data 
on domestic extremism, are maintained in compliance with the statutory Code of 
Practice on the Management of Police Information. This provides a framework for 
the police to collect information for policing purposes, which are described as 
protecting life and property, preserving order, preventing the commission of 
offences, bringing offenders to justice, or any duty or responsibility of the police 
arising from common or statute law. This applies to protestors or a person alleged 
to be a domestic extremist who had not committed any criminal act. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120314w0001.htm#120
31477001073  

 
 

Home Office 

Landmark move towards same-sex marriage a step closer 
The Home Office today launched a consultation on how to allow everyone to have a civil 
marriage. … 
Equalities Minister Lynne Featherstone said: 'I believe that if a couple love each other 
and want to commit to a life together, they should have the option of a civil marriage, 
whatever their gender. … 'This is about the underlying principles of family, society, and 
personal freedoms. … 

 The proposal is to remove the ban on same-sex couples having a civil marriage 
 The consultation will look at civil marriage only … 
 No changes are proposed to religious marriages. This will continue to only be 

legally possible between a man and a woman … 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/equal-marriage-consultation  
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Holocaust 

Welsh Assembly Government 

Minister announces funding to ensure memory of the Holocaust is never forgotten 
Funding of £321,000 for the Lessons from Auschwitz project has been announced today 
by Minister for Education and Skills, Leighton Andrews. 
Funded through the Welsh Government’s International Education Programme, and 
managed by the Holocaust Educational Trust, Lessons from Auschwitz gives learners the 
opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of the Holocaust through a structured four 
stage programme. … 
… the Minister said: “In a global society it is essential that young people in Wales 
understand exactly what happened in Auschwitz, and learn from the lessons of the past. 
… I have been impressed by the Trust’s work in Wales over the last three years and I am 
pleased to announce an increase in Welsh Government support for the Lessons from 
Auschwitz project over the next three years.” 
Karen Pollock MBE, Chief Executive at the Holocaust Educational Trust said:  “We are 
delighted that the Welsh Government recognises the value of our Lessons from 
Auschwitz project.  As the years pass it becomes more important than ever for young 
people to learn about and understand what happened during the Holocaust.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/educationandskills/2012/120315hetfunding/;jsessionid=YB
SSPvNBP5CQf2S62fpsmnfbcclVdGPL53hJ21DzzsVytMRJ21yL!275472671?lang=en  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions: Department for International Development 
Graham Jones: On 24 February, Israeli authorities approved 500 new homes in the 
west bank settlement of Shiloh and retroactively legalised more than 200 built-without-
permits, some in the settler outpost of Shvut Rachel. What does the Minister say to his 
colleagues in Israel to try to stop these illegal developments? 

Mr Mitchell: As the hon. Gentleman makes clear, these settlements are illegal 
and the Foreign Secretary has made that absolutely clear to his opposite 
numbers, as did I when I visited Israel, the west bank and Gaza just before 
Christmas. 

 

T2. [99644] Gordon Henderson (Sittingbourne and Sheppey) (Con): What is my 
right hon. Friend doing to ensure that British funds provided to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency are not abused in a way that undermines the middle east 
peace process? 

Mr Andrew Mitchell: I can tell my hon. Friend that I have looked in detail at that, 
not least because of the point that my hon. Friend the Member for Harlow 
(Robert Halfon) made earlier, and not least because during the latter part of last 
year I spent time with UNRWA in Gaza. We are very clear that the funds that we 
are allocating to UNWRA are buying the results that we have agreed they 
should buy. 

 

Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): In thanking the right hon. 
Gentleman for the way he dedicates himself to alleviating the suffering of the 
Palestinian people and congratulating him on the  trouble he takes to go  there and see  
 

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/educationandskills/2012/120315hetfunding/;jsessionid=YBSSPvNBP5CQf2S62fpsmnfbcclVdGPL53hJ21DzzsVytMRJ21yL!275472671?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/educationandskills/2012/120315hetfunding/;jsessionid=YBSSPvNBP5CQf2S62fpsmnfbcclVdGPL53hJ21DzzsVytMRJ21yL!275472671?lang=en
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for himself, may I ask him, with regard to textbooks for Palestinian children and children 
in Gaza, whether it would be valuable if there were schools in which they could study, 
in view of the large number of schools destroyed by the Israelis and their refusal to 
allow building materials in to rebuild them? 

Mr Mitchell: The right hon. Gentleman, who has long and distinguished 
experience in championing this area, is entirely right. We will be meeting 
UNRWA on Monday, but I have seen for myself the effective way it is working to 
alleviate suffering and promote education in Gaza and elsewhere. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120314/debtext/1203
14-0001.htm#12031472000033  

 

Palestinian Territories 
2. Andrew Percy (Brigg and Goole) (Con): What funding his Department has 
allocated to the Palestinian territories in 2011-12. [99629] 

The Secretary of State for International Development (Mr Andrew 
Mitchell): The UK has allocated funding for Palestinian development to help 
build a future Palestinian state that is stable, prosperous and an effective partner 
for peace. 

Andrew Percy: I am sure the Secretary of State agrees that it is imperative that any 
funds provided by this country to the Palestinian Authority go towards securing the 
Quartet principles. Does he therefore share my concern that there are still Palestinian 
textbooks that contain anti-Christian, anti-western and anti-Israeli sentiments? Can he 
assure me that his Department is doing everything possible to ensure that no British 
taxpayer money is being used to fund textbooks of that sort? 

Mr Mitchell: I have looked very carefully into this issue, not least because I 
know of my hon. Friend’s interest in it, and I have found no evidence in 
Palestinian school textbooks of what he describes. I was in Gaza just before 
Christmas, and I raised the specific matter then. I am sure my hon. Friend will 
share my pleasure in the fact that the State Department in America has set up 
an inquiry to examine the quality of both Israeli and Palestinian textbooks and 
will be reporting later this year, probably in the autumn. He and I will, no doubt, 
look with great interest at what the report has to say. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): I was in Gaza at the weekend, as it 
witnessed the biggest escalation in Israeli air strikes and Palestinian rockets for three 
years. Although we all hope that the current truce holds, does the Secretary of State 
agree that the ongoing and daily madness of Israel’s blockade is illustrated by the fact 
that it incentivises a few to make millions from a tunnel economy and benefits armed 
groups, while legitimate Palestinian businesses cannot export, the UN cannot get the 
materials it needs to rebuild shattered schools and hospitals, and the poor are forced to 
rely on food handouts? 

Mr Mitchell: The hon. Gentleman makes a reasonable point about the effects of 
this action in terms of the Palestinian economy, but he will know that the 
Government’s position is clear: we urge both sides to desist from the actions he 
has described. 

Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): Given that many hundreds of missiles have been fired 
from Gaza into Israel—some armed with ball-bearings and causing enormous hardship 
to many—will my right hon. Friend use the levers of aid to put pressure on the Gaza 
authorities and Hamas to stop firing them? 

Mr Mitchell: I had an opportunity on a recent trip to Israel to visit Sderot and see 
for myself the effects of what my hon. Friend is describing. British development 
policy on Palestine is very clear: we concentrate on state building and 
strengthening financial management by public authorities; we support the private 
sector on growth, reducing unemployment and eliminating poverty; and we are 
working closely with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency and the World 
Food Programme on issues of humanitarian relief. I will, however, take on board  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120314/debtext/120314-0001.htm#12031472000033
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the point he is making. 
Dame Joan Ruddock (Lewisham, Deptford) (Lab): The last time I was in Gaza the 
thing I thought was most cruel was the denial to the Palestinians of their land—35% of 
their land—and of 85% of their fishing rights. Does the Secretary of State agree that it 
would be so much better if people could produce food for themselves and for the local 
economy, and were not reliant on food aid? 

Mr Mitchell: The right hon. Lady is entirely right to say that it is much better to 
produce food in a sustainable way than to have to rely on food aid, and that is 
one of the policies we are pursing vigorously around the world. However, as she 
will know, the answer is for both parties in this long, protracted and bitter dispute 
to negotiate with each other in good faith. That is the way in which we will reach 
a two-state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120314/debtext/1203
14-0001.htm#12031472000025  

 
 

European Parliament 

Raids by Israeli forces on Palestinian TV stations 
… Parliament voices deep concern about raids by Israeli security forces on the 
Palestinian television stations Wattan TV and Al Quds Educational TV in Ramallah  On 
29 February 2012, Israel Defence Forces soldiers and officials of the Israeli Ministry of 
Communication confiscated broadcasting equipment and documents belonging to both 
TV stations and held employees for hours. 
MEPs support the efforts of the Palestinian authorities to restore equipment and continue 
interrupted broadcasting and urge the Israeli authorities to immediately return the 
confiscated equipment and allow resumption of activity by the two TV stations. 
Israel should fully respect the existing agreements between Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority when dealing with Palestinian media, says Parliament, calling on the High 
Representative to place this issue on the agenda of the EU-Israel Association Council. … 
To read the full press release see  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120315IPR40880/html/Hum
an-rights-Bahrain-Sinai-and-Israeli-raids-on-Palestinian-TV-stations  
 

The verbatim record of the debate, and text of the resolution is not yet available online. 
 

 

United Nations 

UN rights expert urges Israel to release Palestinian woman prisoner on hunger 
strike 
An independent United Nations human rights expert today urged Israel to release Hana 
Shalabi, a Palestinian woman prisoner who has been on a hunger strike for nearly a 
month. 
“The situation of Ms. Shalabi is morbid and life-threatening,” said Richard Falk, the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories. “This is 
an appeal to the conscience and to humanity and a desperate call to all of us.” 
Mr. Falk urged the international community to intervene on her behalf. “Israel ought to end 
its inhumane treatment of Ms. Shalabi. Release her immediately.” He noted that Ms. 
Shalabi’s hunger strike “is against Israel’s abusive use of detention without charges and 
the degrading and physically harsh treatment administered during her arrest, 
interrogation, and detention process.” 
Ms. Shalabi was arrested on 16 February and has been on hunger strike since. “She is 
being held in solitary confinement. She has been treated inhumanely. In the presence of 
her family  she was  blindfolded  and t reated roughly by  several of the 50  Israeli  soldiers  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120314/debtext/120314-0001.htm#12031472000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120314/debtext/120314-0001.htm#12031472000025
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120315IPR40880/html/Human-rights-Bahrain-Sinai-and-Israeli-raids-on-Palestinian-TV-stations
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120315IPR40880/html/Human-rights-Bahrain-Sinai-and-Israeli-raids-on-Palestinian-TV-stations
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=11955&LangID=E
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sent to arrest her, as was her brother who tried to protect her,” said Mr. Falk. … 
“The abusive treatment of Palestinian prisoners by Israel remains a cause of grave 
concern and the international community must continue to raise its voice for those risking 
their own lives to end injustice,” said Mr. Falk. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41540&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 
2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41540&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
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** Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary  
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