
 1

 

13 March 2012
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Holocaust 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions: Communities and Local Government 
John Pugh: … as part of his duties as Secretary of State will he defend the right of 
Christian local authority workers discreetly to wear crosses or crucifixes at work, just as 
he would I hope defend the right of Sikhs to wear the turban, given a pending European 
judgment? 

Mr Pickles: It is certainly my view that, provided any object does not get in the 
way of someone doing their job, a discreet display of their religion is something 
that we should welcome. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120312/debtext/12031
2-0001.htm#12031215000027  
 

Employment Tribunals 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
the success rates for race and religion discrimination claimants, who have had full 
hearings at employment tribunals over the last four years; and what action is proposed to 
improve success rates.[HL15964] 

Baroness Verma: The Ministry of Justice publishes statistics about the work of all 
tribunals run by HM Courts and Tribunals Service quarterly and annually. These 
include discrimination claims. Employment tribunals and Employment Appeal 
Tribunals statistics can be found at:  
http://www.justice.gov.uk/statistics/tribunals/employment-tribunal-and-eat-
statistics-gb. 
On 23 November 2011, the Government announced their intention to proceed with 
our early conciliation proposal. We will introduce the requirement for all potential 
claimants to lodge their claim with Acas, allowing Acas to offer conciliation. This 
will be the first part of the employment tribunal process. 
Where the individual chooses to proceed to make a claim to the employment 
tribunal following conciliation, that person is likely to have a greater awareness of 
the likely prospects of their claim. 
A key intention of this reform is to help parties avoid the employment tribunal 
process and to focus the work of tribunals more closely on those cases, including 
race and religion or belief discrimination claims, where a judicial determination is 
really necessary. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120312/debtext/120312-0001.htm#12031215000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120312/debtext/120312-0001.htm#12031215000027
http://www.justice.gov.uk/statistics/tribunals/employment-tribunal-and-eat-statistics-gb
http://www.justice.gov.uk/statistics/tribunals/employment-tribunal-and-eat-statistics-gb
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Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they propose to improve 
race and religion discrimination claimants' representation in employment tribunal case 
hearings.[HL15965] 

Baroness Verma: Although parties are of course free to engage legal 
representation if they wish, it is not necessary to do so. Employment tribunals 
were conceived as a quicker, cheaper and more accessible means of resolving 
employment disputes than ordinary courts. Their procedures have therefore been 
framed in such a way that parties may represent themselves, and many do so 
successfully. 
On 23 November 2011, the Government announced their intention to proceed with 
our early conciliation proposal. We will introduce the requirement for all potential 
claimants to lodge their claim with Acas, allowing Acas to offer conciliation. This 
will give individuals an opportunity to resolve their dispute without incurring the 
costs, including representation costs, of the employment tribunal system. It will 
provide access to advice on points of law relevant to their claim, and help 
individuals to get a better understanding about how the employment tribunal 
system operates. This will be implemented through primary legislation, when 
parliamentary time allows. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#120
31230001062  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Government 

Minister welcomes excellent response to organ donation legislation proposals 
… A total of 1,234 replies were received …  52% of all respondents (646) supported the 
proposals, and 39% (478) opposed. Lesley Griffiths said: “… “The proposed legislation 
has brought to the fore some very interesting discussion about organ donation.  … “We 
will now give those contributions careful consideration as we develop the draft Bill, which 
we intend to publish for consultation before the summer. "The aim is for the new system 
to be in place in 2015. …” 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2012/120308organs/?lang=en  
 
Proposals for Legislation on Organ and Tissue Donation: summary of responses 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/dhss/consultation/120307organdonationsummaryen.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

European Court of Human Rights 

Rules on voluntary pension insurance for Nazi victims in Austria not discriminatory 
In today’s Chamber judgment in the case Raviv v. Austria (application no. 26266/05), 
which is not final1, the European Court of Human Rights held, by a majority, that there had 
been: No violation of Article 14 (prohibition of discrimination) in conjunction with Article 1 of 
Protocol No. 1 (protection of property) of the European Convention on Human Rights. 
The case concerned the complaint that the special pension insurance regime in Austria, 
under which victims of Nazi persecution have the possibility of paying retroactive social 
security contributions on a voluntary basis in order to be entitled to an old-age-pension, 
was discriminatory. 
The applicant, Martha Raviv, is an  Austrian and  Israeli  national who  lives in  Petah-Tikva  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#12031230001062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#12031230001062
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2012/120308organs/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/dhss/consultation/120307organdonationsummaryen.pdf
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(Israel). Born in Vienna in 1936 to Jewish parents, she survived a concentration camp and 
emigrated to Israel in 1948, where she worked as a lawyer. 
In March 2002, an amendment to the Austrian General Social Security Act (Allgemeines 
Sozialversicherungsgesetz) entered into force, providing for the possibility of obtaining 
pension entitlements, by paying contributions on a voluntary basis and at preferential 
rates, for persons who had been victims of Nazi persecution and had been prevented from 
accumulating any insurance periods before their emigration. Ms Raviv requested the 
Austrian Pension Insurance Office to apply those provisions to her case. In October 2002, 
the Office decided that she was entitled to pay contributions for a total of 180 insurance 
months. In addition, certain periods of secondary and university education were accepted 
as substitute periods for the purpose of the pension insurance. 
Ms Raviv appealed against the decision, arguing in particular that periods during which she 
had raised her children should be counted for the purpose of calculating her pension. Not 
doing so would discriminate against her in relation to women who had not been forced to 
emigrate and had thus raised their children in Austria. … 
Decision of the Court 
Article 14 was applicable in Ms Raviv’s case. In its case-law, the Court had previously held 
that the place of residence constituted an aspect of personal status for the purpose of that 
Article. … 
Having regard to the possibility of accumulating insurance months without being employed 
in Austria, the voluntary nature of the insurance and the application of preferential rates, 
the Court considered that persons like Ms Raviv who were covered by the special regime 
were not in a relevantly similar situation to persons who had made regular contributions to 
the old-age pension system on the basis of their employment in Austria. Consequently, no 
issue of discrimination under Article 14 taken in conjunction with Article 1 of Protocol No. 1 
arose on account of the fact that periods of child-care spent abroad were not counted as 
substitute periods. … 
The Court therefore concluded that there had been no violation of Article 14 in conjunction 
with Article 1 of Protocol No. 1. 
Separate opinion 
Judges Popović, Sajó and Pinto de Albuquerque expressed a joint dissenting opinion … 
To read the full press release see 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/portalhbkm.asp?sessionId=88354730&skin=hudoc-pr-
en&action=request&poll=3#  
 
To read the judgment and dissenting opinion see 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=html&documentId=903611&portal=hbkm
&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine: Tony Blair 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the role of the quartet, and of Tony Blair as its leader, in negotiating a Middle East 
peace process; and what is the cost of maintaining an office for this purpose.[HL16103] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The quartet has an important role to play in bringing Israelis and 
Palestinians together as we seek to re-start negotiations on a two state solution.  
 

http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/portalhbkm.asp?sessionId=88354730&skin=hudoc-pr-en&action=request&poll=3
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/portalhbkm.asp?sessionId=88354730&skin=hudoc-pr-en&action=request&poll=3
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=html&documentId=903611&portal=hbkm&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=html&documentId=903611&portal=hbkm&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649
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The UK works closely with Tony Blair, as the quartet's special representative, who 
continues to play a key role in this. 
We welcome, as a positive development, the recent direct talks facilitated by King 
Abdullah of Jordan and Jordanian Foreign Minister, Nasser Judeh under the 
framework of the quartet statement of 23 September. 
The Government have been seconding three members of staff to work in the 
Office of the Quartet Representative since 2007. Two members of staff are funded 
by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and one by the Department for 
International Development (DfID). In 2007-08, DfID provided £400,000 for running 
costs. Since then the Government have not provided any further financial 
contributions to the office of the quartet, other than the staff mentioned above. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#120
31230001078  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what evaluation they have made of 
the importance of the Al-Aqsa Mosque as a holy site for Muslims; and what assessment 
they have made of the reported movements by the Israeli forces on Friday 24 February 
on the roof top of the mosque.[HL16100] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Jerusalem and the holy sites in the city hold particular significance for 
many groups around the globe, especially the three Abrahamic faiths of Islam, 
Judaism and Christianity. We continue to have concerns about Israeli actions in 
East Jerusalem, which we consider to be occupied territory. 
Our officials in Tel Aviv raised our concerns over the violence that happened in, 
and around, Jerusalem during 24 February with the Israeli authorities on 27 
February. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the judgment of the Israeli High Court on 
26 December 2011 to allow 11 Israeli companies to quarry stone in Area C of the West 
Bank, and its compliance with Article 55 of the 1907 Hague Convention.[HL16101] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I refer the noble Baroness to the Answer I gave the 
noble Lord, Lord Hylton, on 27 February 2012 (Official Report, col. WA 284). 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will encourage the 
Government of Israel to release Hana Shalabi.[HL16102] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We regularly raise our concerns over Israel's 
extensive use of administrative detention. 
Our officials in Tel Aviv are aware of the case of Ms Hana Shalabi, who is on 
hunger strike, but they have not raised this case specifically with the Israeli 
authorities. 
We are monitoring the situation closely and will consider further representations 
as appropriate. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning alleged human rights violations in the week 
ending 23 February.[HL16104] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: In the week ending 23 February, the Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable 
friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) raised with the Israeli 
ambassador our concerns on Israel's extensive use of administrative detention, 
including the continued detention of members of the Palestinian Legislative 
Council, on child detainees and on demolition orders in Silwan. Our officials in Tel 
Aviv raised concerns with the Israeli authorities over the use of administrative 
detention, the treatment of Khader Adnan, and demolition orders in Silwan. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#120
31230001076  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#12031230001078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#12031230001078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#12031230001076
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#12031230001076
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The answer referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#120
22745004085  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what impact the statement on 20 
February by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 
the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Richard Falk, will have on government 
policy, and in particular his statement that "on the basis of the information that I have 
received, the treatment to which Mr Adnan has been subjected while under detention 
amounts to torture and cruel and degrading treatment as these terms are used and 
understood in relation to the Convention Against Torture, a treaty widely ratified, 
including by Israel".[HL15916] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Government welcome Richard Falk's 20 February statement. We 
absolutely condemn any abuse of human rights and take all allegations of human 
rights abuses extremely seriously. We continue regularly to raise with the Israeli 
authorities our serious concerns about the human rights situation in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. More details can be found at: 
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-in-countries-of-
concern/israel-and-the-opts/ 
The Government followed very closely the situation of Mr Khader Adnan. Our 
officials in Tel Aviv raised our concerns about Mr Adnan on 16 February with the 
Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as with the office of the Israeli National 
Security Adviser and the Israeli Prison Service. The European Union High 
Representative issued a statement on his case, on behalf of all member states, on 
17 February. 
We were pleased that an agreement was reached on 21 February which allowed 
for Khader Adnan to end his hunger strike. We will continue to encourage the 
Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations under international law, including 
in their policies on detention and the treatment of Palestinian prisoners. The 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) raised 
Israel's extensive use of administrative detention with the Israeli Ambassador to 
London on 23 February and the Deputy Israeli Foreign Minister on 27 February. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they and the Quartet are 
making representations to the Government of Israel about official registration of land at 
Atarot in East Jerusalem as municipal. [HL16055] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We consider East Jerusalem, to be occupied territory. 
Beyond the evictions of Palestinians and demolition of Palestinian property, our 
concerns include: the construction of illegal Israeli settlements; the removal of 
residency rights from Palestinians; possible unilateral changes to the municipal 
borders; and severe difficulties of access to Jerusalem for Palestinians from the 
West Bank, or even for those residents of Jerusalem who live beyond the 
separation barrier. 
We will continue to make clear these concerns to the Israel authorities and the 
Municipality of Jerusalem, both bilaterally and in co-operation with our European 
Union partners. We are in touch with the office of the quartet representative on 
this issue. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will invite the Government 
of Israel to return the equipment confiscated by Israel from Al Wattan and Al-Quds 
educational television stations in the Palestinian West Bank; and whether they will 
encourage the resolution of any subsequent technical issues concerning 
transmission.[HL16086] 

Lord  Howell  of  Guildford:  We  have   raised   our   concerns   with  the   Israeli  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#12022745004085
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#12022745004085
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-in-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-in-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/


 6

 

authorities about the operation of Israeli Defence Force and other Israeli officials 
in areas in the West Bank under the nominal control of the Palestinian Authority. 
On 3 March, Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the European Union (EU) 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice President of the Commission, 
issued the following statement: 
"The High Representative is deeply concerned by the incursion into Ramallah by 
Israeli security forces to seize equipment from the Palestinian television stations, 
Wattan TV and Al-Quds Educational TV. Incursions by Israeli forces into 
Palestinian cities where the Palestinian Authority, under the Oslo Accords, 
assumes the powers and responsibilities for internal security and public order is a 
breach of those accords and puts in jeopardy the internationally recognized 
success of Palestinian institution building efforts. 
The European Union has worked with both stations, which have been 
broadcasting for many years. The Oslo Accords established an Israeli-Palestinian 
Joint Technical Committee to address any issues arising in the 
telecommunications field. The High Representative calls on Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority to use this mechanism to urgently resolve any issues 
concerning broadcasts by these companies". 
We have not specifically asked for the equipment that was confiscated to be 
returned. EU Heads of Mission in Jerusalem are considering with the local 
authorities possible ways of resolving the situation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#120
31230001077  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they and the quartet are making 
representations to the Government of Israel about preliminary approval for 600 new 
homes in the West Bank near Shiloh. [HL16054] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) most recently raised our concerns over settlement building 
with the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister on 27 February. Our ambassador and 
officials in Tel Aviv have also raised our concerns on these issues recently with 
the Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#120
31230001079  
 

Palestinians 
Mike Crockart: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
representations he has made to the Israeli government on the restrictions in permitted 
fishing off the coast of Gaza and the effect on the Gazan people's ability to feed 
themselves. [98792] 

Mr Duncan: The UK regularly makes representations at both ministerial and 
official level to the Government of Israel on the urgent need to ease restrictions on 
Gaza. Most recently, the Secretary of State for International Development, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Sutton Coldfield (Mr Mitchell), and the Minister 
for the Middle East, my hon. Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire 
(Alistair Burt), discussed these issues during visits to the region in December 
2011 and January 2012. 
As part of our engagement with the Israeli authorities, we frequently emphasise 
the impact restrictions have had on industry in Gaza. Alongside our EU 
colleagues, we have urged Israel to extend the fishing zone from three to twenty 
nautical miles, as stipulated in  the  Oslo  Accords.  We  continue  to  express  our  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#12031230001077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#12031230001077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#12031230001079
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312w0001.htm#12031230001079
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deep concern that in Gaza, which should have a thriving economy, over 50% of 
the population are food insecure. 

Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
representations he has made on the opening of crossings into Gaza. [98800] 

Mr Duncan: We have consistently called on Israel to improve movement and 
access into and out of Gaza, including in recent visits by the Secretary of State for 
International Development, my right hon. Friend the Member for Sutton Coldfield 
(Mr Mitchell), and the Minister for the Middle East, my hon. Friend the Member for 
North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt). While steps taken by Israel in 2010 to ease 
restrictions were welcome, we are clear more needs to be done. We believe that 
easing restrictions will enhance Israel's security and are working with Israel and 
EU partners to achieve real change on the ground. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120312/text/120312w0
004.htm#12031241000012  
 

Palestinians: Prisoners 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will raise with the Israeli Government the detention of Palestinian prisoners without 
charge or trial. [99105] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to encourage the Israeli authorities to comply with their 
obligations under international law, including in their policies on detention and the 
treatment of Palestinian prisoners. 
I raised Israel’s extensive use of administrative detention most recently with the 
Israeli ambassador to London on 23 February and the Deputy Israeli Foreign 
Minister on 27 February. Our officials in Tel Aviv also regularly raise concerns with 
the Israeli authorities over the use of administrative detention and the treatment of 
prisoners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120312/text/120312w0
003.htm#12031238000027  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister urges restraint in Gaza and southern Israel 
Minister for the Middle East and North Africa Alistair Burt 'deeply concerned' by the recent 
increase of violence in Gaza and southern Israel. 
Commenting on Israeli air-strikes on Gaza and rocket attacks by Palestinian militant 
groups on Israel, Foreign Office Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt said: 
"I am deeply concerned by the recent escalation of violence in Gaza and southern Israel. 
I condemn any attacks targeting civilians. I urge all sides to exercise restraint, re-
establish calm and avoid any further civilian casualties."  
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=740861582  

 
 

United Nations 

UN and partners call on Israelis and Palestinians to stay engaged in search for 
peace 
… During informal consultations in New York, the so-called Quartet – the diplomatic 
grouping bringing together the UN with the European Union, Russia and the United 
States – along with Quartet Representative Tony Blair, discussed the grave situation in 
Gaza and southern Israel, expressed its serious concern for the recent escalation and 
called for calm. 
“The situation in Gaza is yet again proving its unsustainability,” Secretary-General Ban Ki- 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120312/text/120312w0004.htm#12031241000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120312/text/120312w0004.htm#12031241000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120312/text/120312w0003.htm#12031238000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120312/text/120312w0003.htm#12031238000027
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=740861582
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/sg2181.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/sg/
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moon told the Security Council this morning following the meeting with the Quartet. 
“I am gravely concerned at the latest escalation between Gaza and Israel, and once 
again civilians are paying a terrible price. Rocket attacks out of Gaza against Israeli 
civilian areas are unacceptable and must stop immediately. I reiterate my call on Israel to 
exercise maximum restraint,” he said. … 
Meanwhile, the UN Children’s Fund today voiced deep concern over the impact on 
children of the recent escalation of violence in Gaza and Israel. 
The agency stated in a news release that on Monday, a 15-year-old Palestinian boy was 
killed and another four children were reported injured in an explosion in Gaza. On 
Sunday, a 12-year-old Palestinian boy was killed in an airstrike on Gaza. So far, 14 
Palestinian children have been reported injured in airstrikes. Two schools suffered minor 
damage in Gaza City. 
On Sunday in Israel, a rocket hit a school that was empty at the time. Classes had to be 
cancelled in the south of the country, affecting over 200,000 Israeli students. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41516&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
UN official urges emerging economies to support Palestinian refugees 
The head of the United Nations relief agency for Palestinian refugees today appealed to 
emerging economies to step up support for the organization, stressing the need for 
continued humanitarian support as parties to the Middle East conflict seek a political 
solution. … 
 “We wanted to specifically send a message… to the BRICS countries, those countries 
that are emerging on the international scene as new economic and political powers,” … 
Mr. Grandi said the Israeli blockade of Gaza had caused an economic depression, noting 
that the economy there could no longer be sustained as it was in the past by a vibrant 
private sector that used to export into Israel and the West Bank. 
“Those two markets continue to be barred and prohibited because of the blockade, 
something that we have encouraged our Israeli interlocutors to lift, not because UNRWA 
is directly involved in that particular aspect of the situation, but because the poverty that 
follows from the blockade generates humanitarian needs that we then have to support or 
meet with increasingly difficult resources to obtain,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41502&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=1478
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_61970.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41516&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41502&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
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** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0128/amend/ml128-i.htm  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312-
0001.htm#12031216000475  
 

Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0317/2012317.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes on Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0317/en/2012317en.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0128/amend/ml128-i.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312-0001.htm#12031216000475
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120312-0001.htm#12031216000475
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0317/2012317.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0317/en/2012317en.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
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