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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Mr Knight: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs if she 
will take steps to make the halal slaughter process more humane; and if she will make a 
statement. [98345] 

Mr Paice: The Government are committed to ensuring a secure, environmentally 
sustainable and healthy supply of food with improved standards of animal welfare. 
This includes the supply of meat slaughtered in accordance with religious rites. 
Members of the Jewish and Muslim communities are aware of this and I have had 
discussions with them and sought their views, about improving the welfare of 
animals slaughtered for religious purposes without stunning. 
We do not to intend to ban religious slaughter, and we respect the rights of 
religious groups to practice their beliefs. Directive 93/119 on the welfare of 
animals at slaughter and killing will be replaced by regulation 1099/2009 in 
January 2013. This regulation allows slaughter without stunning in accordance 
with religious rites to continue. However individual member states can impose 
stricter rules in relation to religious slaughter if they wish and I am currently 
considering what might be done to improve welfare in this context. We will be 
consulting formally on implementation of regulation 1099/2009 in England later 
this year. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0
001.htm#12030896000019  
 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Mr Knight: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what guidance his Department 
issues to local authorities on the provision of halal slaughtered meat and only providing 
such meat where necessary. [98346] 

Paul Burstow: We are advised by the Food Standards Agency (FSA) that the 
decision to produce halal meat is a matter for industry. Food Businesses 
Operators must ensure that meat is produced in accordance with the hygiene and 
welfare regulations. 
There are various accreditation agencies (such as the Halal Food Authority and 
the Halal Monitoring Committee), that produce standards for food businesses 
supplying Islamic consumers to adhere to. They also provide information about 
the way food is produced to help consumers make informed choices about the 
food that they buy. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0001.htm#12030896000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0001.htm#12030896000019
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Guidance was issued by the FSA to local authorities (LAs) on halal food issues in 
September 2010. The purpose of this non-statutory guidance is to bring local 
authorities' attention to the importance of halal food in the Muslim community. It 
encourages LAs to take action where there is evidence of misleading labelling or 
fraud. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0
002.htm#12030896000132  
 

Community Security Trust 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change if he will place 
in the Library a copy of his speech to the Community Security Trust Annual Dinner on 29 
February 2012; and if he will make a statement. [R] [99003] 

Gregory Barker: The Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, the right 
hon. Member for Kingston and Surbiton (Mr Davey), did not attend this event. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0
002.htm#12030896000100  
 

Divorce (Religious Marriages) Act 2002 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Lord McNally on 27 February (WA 230), what plans they have to raise 
awareness among religious communities, and in particular British Islamic communities, 
about the provisions of Section 1 of the Divorce (Religious Marriages) Act 2002. 
[HL16018] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally): Ministers held a 
meeting with members of the Muslim community on 6 February 2012 to discuss 
issues regarding Muslim marriage and difficulties experienced by Muslim women. 
Ministers are currently considering this matter and the options to address the 
issues 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120308w0001.htm#120
30883000222  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#120
22745004021  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent reports he has received on the situation of Mr Khader Adnan who has 
been on hunger strike while detained by the Israeli authorities. [98461] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government followed very closely the situation of Mr 
Khader Adnan, who was on prolonged hunger strike while held in administrative 
detention by the Israeli authorities. 
Our officials in Tel Aviv, along with our EU partners, raised our concerns about Mr 
Adnan on a number of occasions, including with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the office of the Israeli National Security Adviser and the Israeli Prison 
Service. 
We were pleased that an agreement was reached on 21 February which enabled 
Mr Adnan to end his hunger strike. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0002.htm#12030896000132
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0002.htm#12030896000132
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0002.htm#12030896000100
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0002.htm#12030896000100
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120308w0001.htm#12030883000222
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120308w0001.htm#12030883000222
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#12022745004021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#12022745004021
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We continue to encourage the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations 
under international law, including in their policies on detention and the treatment 
of Palestinian prisoners. Most recently, I raised Israel's extensive use of 
administrative detention with the Israeli ambassador to London on 23 February 
and the Deputy Israeli Foreign Minister on 27 February. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0
003.htm#120308101000025  
 

West Bank 
Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of allegations of violence and vandalism 
committed by Israeli settlers in the West Bank; and if he will make a statement. [98460] 

Alistair Burt: We are concerned by recent incidents of settler violence, 
particularly deliberately provocative attacks by extremist settlers on places of 
worship, designed to aggravate tensions. 
I raised our concerns over settler violence with the Israeli authorities during my 
visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories between 8-10 January 
2012. I welcomed the clear condemnation of extremist settler attacks by Israeli 
leaders, and the stated intention of the Israeli Government to bring the 
perpetrators to justice. The package of measures announced by Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu in response to settler violence was a welcome step forward. I 
looked forward to seeing the results of these measures, and to seeing those 
behind these crimes punished under law. 
We call on all sides in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories to do all that 
they can to prevent loss of life, to bring the perpetrators of crimes to justice and to 
reduce tensions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0
003.htm#120308101000029  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
plans he has to visit Palestine to assess the humanitarian situation. [98793] 

Mr Andrew Mitchell: I visited the Occupied Palestinian Territories in December 
2011, and saw first hand the situation of some of the vulnerable communities in 
Gaza and Area C who are supported by UK humanitarian assistance. 
Access to land, natural resources and services is difficult for Palestinians living in 
Area C, and 90,000 people are under threat of displacement due to demolitions. 
In Gaza, over 90% of mains water is unfit for drinking and 66% of Gazans depend 
either entirely or partly on food aid. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0
002.htm#12030896000141  
 

UNRWA 
Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what plans his Department has to support the UN Relief and Works Agency 
Summer Games Marathon to be held on 1 March 2012 in Gaza. [98459] 

Alistair Burt: Some members of our staff from the British Consulate-General in 
Jerusalem were considering taking part in the run in a personal capacity, but they 
had a few unanswered security questions so in the end they did not participate. 
In the run-up to the 2012 Olympics, the British Consulate-General in Jerusalem 
are planning a range of initiatives with a sporting theme across the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0
003.htm#120308101000028  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0003.htm#120308101000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0003.htm#120308101000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0003.htm#120308101000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0003.htm#120308101000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0002.htm#12030896000141
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0002.htm#12030896000141
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0003.htm#120308101000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120308/text/120308w0003.htm#120308101000028
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK welcomes exports from Gaza to the West Bank 
Minister for the Middle East, Alastair Burt, has welcomed the first transfer of goods from 
Gaza to the West Bank since 2007. Speaking today, he said: "I welcome the news of the 
first transfer of goods from Gaza to the West Bank since 2007. This is an important step 
by Israel towards fulfilling its commitment to allow economic development for the 1.6 
million people in Gaza. We hope that further transfers of goods to the West Bank - 
including fruit and vegetables, textiles and furniture – will now also be permitted. 
While we will never underestimate the security needs of Israel, with unemployment in 
Gaza at 26%, private sector business there at risk of collapse, and Hamas profiting from 
smuggled goods through the tunnels, there is an urgent need to reopen Gaza’s access to 
its traditional markets in the West Bank and Israel". 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=740383082  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=740383082
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
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General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
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