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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Universities: Anti-Semitism 
Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will clarify the laws 
applying to universities and student unions when an anti-Semitic incident has taken place 
on campus. 

Baroness Verma: My Lords, the law is clear: there is absolutely no place in our 
universities for racism, including anti-Semitism. As independent bodies, 
universities and student unions are responsible for undertaking their own legal 
obligations. They have the tools to tackle anti-Semitism. They have access to 
a very strong legislative framework and practical guidance to provide protection 
and deal with any anti-Semitic incident. We expect universities to act swiftly to 
investigate and address any anti-Semitic incidents reported to them. We have 
seen a fall in the number of incidents in higher education, from 44 in 2010 to 27 in 
2011, according the Community Security Trust, but I accept that that is still too 
many and we must not be complacent in our resolve. 

Baroness Deech: I thank the Minister for her Answer. However, I wonder if she is aware 
of just how often these anti-Semitic incidents occur, reported or not. Sometimes it is other 
students' Nazi-themed activities, coupled with assaults, and sometimes it is hate 
speakers who are invited on to campuses which indeed they target. Recent events 
include speakers who blame 9/11 on Israel or who equate all Jews with Nazis, and 
worse. Universities tend to take refuge behind the doctrine of freedom of speech and do 
very little. They do not seem to realise the limits of freedom of speech as constrained by 
recent legislation largely from the previous Labour Government. The Public Order Act- 
Noble Lords: Question! 
Baroness Deech: Will the Minister ensure that universities bring up to date their codes of 
practice on visiting speakers to take account of legislation and make sure that they apply 
to student unions as well? 

Baroness Verma: My Lords, the Education (No. 2) Act 1986 requires university 
governing bodies to ensure as far as possible and practicable that freedom of 
speech within the law is secured for members, students, employees and visiting 
speakers. Institutions have to issue and keep updated a code of practice on the 
organisation of meetings and other activities taking place on their premises. 
These codes often include the right to refuse permission for an event. However, 
universities  have  to  balance  freedom  of  speech  with their legal obligations, for  

instance in the Equality Act 2010. Only institutions themselves can make 
decisions about speakers. No other body could make judgments about  each  and  
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every case. They are subject to the courts in this, as with other laws. The 1986 Act 
does not apply directly to student unions but indirectly through the universities' 
codes of practice. … 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, the Minister will be aware that last year on 
United Kingdom campuses there were 27 reports of anti-Semitic incidents and attacks on 
students and academics. Does she agree that the time must now have come for the 
Government to create and require a national approach for all universities to deal with 
anti-Semitic and all other racist attacks? 

Baroness Verma: My Lords, I can only repeat that the Government cannot tell 
universities and higher education institutions who they can or cannot invite. 
However, universities have to follow very strict codes of practice. We are always 
working with universities, and wherever there are incidents and we hear of them 
we try to ensure that universities have the tools in place to counter those sorts of 
vicious speakers and their contributions. 

Lord Boswell of Aynho:My Lords, given that the Minister has already confirmed that 
because universities and colleges are in receipt of very substantial amounts of public 
funds, they are bound by the public sector equality duty-which is an important factor that 
they should bear in mind and take seriously-will she also, on the positive side, celebrate 
the work of the Equality Challenge Unit and of others who are working positively towards 
ensuring that universities are, as they always should be, places of enlightenment, and 
not an opportunity for the expression of prejudice? 

Baroness Verma: I absolutely agree with my noble friend. We see universities as 
places not only of learning but of great understanding. All the organisations that 
my noble friend mentioned are at the heart of those tasks of moving forward. 
However, we take the concerns very seriously and we understand why the noble 
Baroness has posed this Question and the noble Lord, Lord Janner, has raised it. 
We are working to ensure that all universities stand up for any students who feel 
under threat, regardless of their race, religion or background. 

Lord Campbell-Savours: My Lords, is it not important that we draw a very clear 
distinction between the actions of anti-Semites and the actions of those who feel 
passionately about the actions of the state of Israel in the West Bank of the Jordan and in 
the Gaza Strip? 

Baroness Verma: My Lords, I do not want to enter into another debate, and that 
is a separate debate although it is one that we must not shy away from. At the 
same time, we do not want to lose the greatness of our universities, which allow 
students to hear contributions that are often very vile but then also allow them to 
make a judgment as to their response. 

Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: My Lords, my noble friend the Minister drew attention to the 
statistics up to 2010. Based on the October 2011 report from the National Jewish Student 
Survey, 21 per cent of Jewish students felt very worried about anti-Semitism at 
university; 38 per cent of Jewish students felt worried about anti-Israel sentiment at 
university; and, more worryingly, 42 per cent of Jewish students had witnessed or been 
subjected to anti-Semitism in the seven months up to the survey. Will my noble friend the 
Minister confirm that Her Majesty's Government consider these figures to be a real cause 
for concern, and indicate what steps they will take to address this issue? Can the 
Minister outline the approach that the Government are taking to work with universities, 
the academic community and the Jewish community to solve what is a real problem, 
despite what other Members of this noble House have said? 

Baroness Verma: My Lords, I am sure that my colleagues in the Box have taken 
note of my noble friend's concerns and the figures that he has raised today. The 
Government take all these issues very seriously and I reassure the House that 
wherever we find that we can intervene, we surely do. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120306-0001.htm#12030640001342 
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Holocaust 

Department of Culture, Media and Sport 

Report of the Spoliation Advisory Panel in respect of fourteen clocks and watches 
now in the possession of the British Museum, London 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/SAP-report-BM-HC1839.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they have raised with the 
Government of Israel access in that country to fair reviews and justice for those in 
administrative detention, held without charge or brought before a military court.[HL15898] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), raised Israel's extensive use of administrative detention 
with the Israeli ambassador on 23 February. Our ambassador to Israel also raised 
these issues with the Israeli Attorney-General on 24 February. 
Our officials in Tel Aviv have raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities about 
the broader questions of administrative detention and the treatment of Palestinian 
prisoners, including in the context of the Khader Adnan case. We continue to 
encourage the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations under 
international law, including in their own policies on detention and the treatment of 
Palestinian prisoners. 
We are in regular touch with the International Committee of the Red Cross, which 
monitors the situation closely. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they evaluate the success of 
their ongoing representations to the Government of Israel with regard to securing a two-
state solution; and whether talks with other European Union member states have 
produced any different approaches to negotiation.[HL15918] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK continues to make high-level representations 
to the Government of Israel and to the Palestinians on the urgency of making 
progress towards a two-state solution. In pursuit of this aim, we view as a positive 
development the efforts of King Abdullah of Jordan and the Jordanian Foreign 
Minister, Nasser Judeh, to bring the parties together under the framework of the 
quartet statement of 23 September 2011. 
There is European Union consensus on the need for both parties to engage in 
actions that build confidence and create the environment of trust necessary to 
ensure meaningful negotiations, leading to a comprehensive and lasting peace. 
The UK fully supports the conclusions of the Foreign Affairs Council on the Middle 
East Peace Process on 23 January 2012:  
www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/127466.pdf    

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they and the quartet are making 
representations to the Government of Israel about recent uprootings of olive trees on 
land at Turmus Aya, north of Ramallah.[HL15989] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The Government fully appreciate that attacks on olive 
groves are particularly painful to Palestinians,  as the olive tree is  both a  national  
 

http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/SAP-report-BM-HC1839.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/127466.pdf
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symbol and the sole source of income for many subsistence farmers. We have 
raised our concerns about the impact of this type of action by Israeli settlers with 
the Israeli Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories and with the Israeli Defence Force. Staff at our consulate-general in 
Jerusalem and our embassy in Tel Aviv will continue to raise these issues as 
appropriate. 
We view any attempts to change the facts on the ground as a serious provocation 
likely to raise tensions and cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, 
as well as being harmful to the peace process and in contravention of 
international law. We will continue to monitor the situation closely. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they and the quartet are making 
representations to the Government of Israel about the arrest by Israeli soldiers in January 
2011 of Islam Dar Ayyoub from the village of Nabi Saleh, and his treatment and 
interrogation; and whether they are co-operating with the United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 
regarding this case.[HL15990] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Our officials in Tel Aviv are aware of this case, but 
they have not raised this issue with the Israeli authorities or had discussions with 
the United Nations Special Rapporteur on torture. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), 
raised Israel's extensive use of administrative detention with the Israeli 
Ambassador to London on 23 February and Deputy Foreign Minister Ayalon on 27 
February. Our ambassador to Tel Aviv also raised these issues with the Israeli 
Attorney-General on 24 February. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they and the quartet are making 
representations to the Government of Israel about recent alleged attempts by settlers to 
storm the al-Haram al-Sharif compound.[HL15991] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Our officials in Tel Aviv discussed the violence that 
happened in, and around, Jerusalem during 24 February with the Israeli 
authorities on 27 February. We are in touch with the office of the quartet 
representative on this issue. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they and the quartet are making 
representations to the Government of Israel about any encroachment by the outpost of 
Amona, near Ofra, onto land in Zone B.[HL15992] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North 
East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), most recently raised our concerns over settlement 
building with the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister on 27 February. Our ambassador 
and officials in Tel Aviv have also raised our concerns on these issues recently 
with the Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
We are clear that the existence of Israeli outposts in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, and their expansion including in Area B, is illegal under international 
law and Israel's commitments under the road map. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning its treatment of detainees in prisons, in the 
light of the report by Physicians for Human Rights Israel and the Public Committee 
Against Torture in Israel.[HL16038] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North 
East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), raised Israel's extensive use of administrative 
detention with the Israeli ambassador to London on 23 February and Deputy 
Foreign Minister Ayalon on 27 February. Our ambassador also raised these 
issues with the Israeli Attorney-General on 24 February. 
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Our officials in Tel Aviv have raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities about 
the broader questions of the treatment of Palestinian prisoners, including in the 
context of the case of Mr Khader Adnan. We continue to encourage the Israeli 
authorities to comply with their obligations under international law, including in 
their own policies on detention and the treatment of Palestinian prisoners. 
We are in regular touch with the International Committee of the Red Cross, which 
monitors the situation closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120306w0001.htm#120
30636000387  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill (closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
 

Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120306w0001.htm#12030636000387
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120306w0001.htm#12030636000387
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
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Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
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