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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

Government and football bodies unite to tackle discrimination 
Representatives from the football authorities, former players and campaign groups came 
together today at 10 Downing Street for a meeting hosted by the Prime Minister to 
discuss the issue of discrimination in football. 
The discussion focused on progress achieved to date, the challenges ahead and how the 
Government can support the football authorities and campaign groups to send a clear 
message that any form of discrimination will not be tolerated in the national game. The 
football authorities have agreed to work together on a way forward and report back to 
Government before the start of the next season. … 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/tackle-football-discrimination/  
 
A Department of Culture, Media and Sport press release on the same subject can 
be read at 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/news/news_stories/8870.aspx  
 

 

Welsh Assembly Government 

Welsh Government’s Race Forum meets for the first time 
Everyone must be given the same opportunities regardless of race, belief or culture, 
Equalities Minister Jane Hutt said when she chaired the first meeting of the Wales Race 
Forum. … the Minister stressed that the Welsh Government would continue to do all it 
can to ensure no-one is living in fear of discrimination in Wales.  … 
"The Race Forum will play a key role in contributing to the development of a national 
strategic approach on Race Equality and will ensure that organisations with an interest in 
race issues have an opportunity to input into relevant policy issues. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2012/120222race/?lang=en  
 

 

Northern Ireland Assembly Questions to the First Minister 

Race Relations 
5. Mr Ross asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister to outline the work that is 
being carried out by their Department to improve race relations. (AQO 1362/11-15) 

 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/tackle-football-discrimination/
http://www.culture.gov.uk/news/news_stories/8870.aspx
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2012/120222race/?lang=en
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Mr M McGuinness: We remain committed to creating a society in which racial 
diversity is supported, understood, valued and respected; where racism, in any of 
its forms, is not tolerated; and where we can all live together as a society and 
enjoy equality of opportunity and equal protection. We continue to develop a new 
racial equality strategy by working closely with the sector through the racial 
equality forum and panel that we established to ensure that the voice and needs 
of all communities are heard and responded to. We remain committed to 
supporting the sector through the minority ethnic development fund, which totals 
almost £1·1 million for the current financial year. That fund has been instrumental 
in ensuring increasing participation of minority ethnic people in all aspects of our 
society. We intend to move to a longer-term funding cycle that will allow greater 
stability in the sector and a more strategic approach to meeting the needs of 
minority ethnic communities. In addition, we continue to legislate to meet our 
commitments under the Programme for Government, EU obligations, case law 
requirements and emerging issues. In the near future, we will bring forward 
legislation to meet EU obligations to amend the Race Relations Order in order to 
prescribe the circumstances in which unlawful discrimination in employment under 
that order applies to seafarers on ships and hovercraft. 
We support, and are members of, the Unite Against Hate campaign, and we are 
working towards a relaunch of a more strategic and in-depth version of the 
campaign. We are also committed to working closely with the Department of 
Justice and the Police Service to ensure that we tackle sectarian and racist 
attacks. We continue to promote Traveller and Roma inclusion, and we welcome 
the contribution to our economy and society of all minority ethnic people and 
remain committed to protecting their rights. … 

Ms Ruane: … I welcome the deputy First Minister’s comments about the Unite Against 
Hate campaign. It is important that we do everything that we can to ensure that there is 
no toleration of attacks in our society. Will the deputy First Minister provide us with more 
information on that campaign? 

Mr M McGuinness: We propose extending both the lifetime of the Unite Against 
Hate campaign for a further three years and its scope. That will allow us to build 
on the positive results of the initial campaign. By consolidating the existing co-
ordinated multi-agency response to the problem of hate crime here, the campaign 
aims to raise awareness of the damage that it causes, to lead to a change in the 
underlying attitudes that facilitate it, to reduce its occurrence and to mitigate its 
impact. … 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Reports-11-12/21-
February-2012-1030-1100am/#a6  
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Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

OSCE Personal Representative urges participating States to take hate crimes 
against Muslims seriously 
In view of the Oslo massacre last summer and the spate of neo-Nazi serial killings in 
Germany, the OSCE Chairperson’s Personal Representative on Combating Intolerance 
and Discrimination against Muslims Ambassador Adil Akhmetov expressed concerns 
over the feeling of insecurity among Muslim communities across the OSCE region. … 
Akhmetov warned about the risk of  “falling into the error of categorizing such deplorable 
crimes as isolated acts of certain marginal personalities”,  and urged OSCE  participating  
 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Reports-11-12/21-February-2012-1030-1100am/#a6
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Reports-11-12/21-February-2012-1030-1100am/#a6
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States to look into the broader context and address the root causes of racism, 
xenophobia and intolerance. … 
Ambassador Akhmetov recommended the following measures to combat hate crimes 
motivated by intolerance against Muslims: promotion of educational activities and raising 
awareness about racism, xenophobia and intolerance against Muslims; putting in place 
mechanisms to ensure effective transfer of information from intelligence services to the 
police to help prevent crimes against Muslims and others; as well as 
supporting  programmes to monitor and report about hate crimes against Muslims and to 
provide assistance for the victims. 
http://www.osce.org/cio/88342  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill (closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
 
 

http://www.osce.org/cio/88342
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
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General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
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