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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Religious Groups: Dietary Requirements 
Lord Singh of Wimbledon: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they are 
taking to ensure that the dietary requirements of a minority faith (such as halal) are not 
imposed on others by public bodies and other large commercial organisations.[HL15387] 

Baroness Verma: Responsibility for meeting the dietary requirements of those 
who use their services is a matter for each public authority or commercial 
organisation, subject to the law and (in the case of public bodies) any relevant 
duties to consult, and to meet the needs of, their users. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120215w0001.htm#120
21562000199  

 
 

Official ministerial visit to the Holy See 

Speech by Baroness Warsi 
… I want to make one simple argument. That in order to ensure faith has a proper space 
in the public sphere, In order to encourage social harmony, People need to feel stronger 
in their religious identities, more confident in their beliefs. 
In practice this means individuals not diluting their faith, and nations not denying their 
religious heritage. 
If you take this thought to its conclusion then the idea you’re left with is this: Europe 
needs to become more confident in its Christianity. 
Let us be honest: Too often there is a suspicion of faith in our continent, where signs of 
religion cannot be displayed or worn in government buildings. where states won’t fund 
faith schools, and where faith is sidelined, marginalised and downgraded. 
It all hinges on a basic misconception: That somehow to create equality and space for 
minority faiths and cultures we need to erase our majority religious heritage. But it is my 
belief that the societies we are, the cultures we’ve created, the values we hold and the 
things we fight for, stem from something we’ve argued over, dissented from, discussed 
and built up: It’s what the Holy Father called the “unrenounceable Christian roots of [our] 
culture and civilisation”. …  
… only when you’re content in your own identity, only when you realise that the ‘Other’ 
does not jeopardise who you are, can you truly accept and not merely tolerate the 
presence of difference. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120215w0001.htm#12021562000199
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120215w0001.htm#12021562000199
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… different faiths must realise that, just because they don’t worship together, doesn’t 
mean that they can’t work together. … But I believe that where interfaith dialogue does 
not work, is where faiths are dumbed down in order to find common ground. Just as the 
European language of Esperanto, which attempted to build a new tongue, neautralises 
our component languages, a common language between faiths risks watering down the 
diversity and intensity of our respective religions. Instead, interfaith dialogue works when 
we debate our differences, when we wear our beliefs on our sleeves. It’s not about you 
giving your version of God, and me giving my version of God. And us coming to some 
watered-down compromise. But about establishing our areas of consensus. And being 
firm enough in our devotion to work together. …  
… standing up for your neighbour of another faith doesn’t make you less of a Christian, 
less of a Jew or less of a Muslim – it makes you more of one. When British Jews stand 
up to the political factions promoting anti Muslim hatred, When Christians understand the 
horrors of the Holocaust and tackle anti-Semitism. When Muslims and Sikhs stand 
shoulder to shoulder to protect their temples and Mosques, it is not a betrayal of their 
own faith or a threat to it. It is the most powerful demonstration of security in their own 
faith. … 
politicians need to give faith a seat at the table in public life. Not the privileged position of 
a theocracy, but that of an equal informer of our public debate. So we are not afraid to 
acknowledge when the debate derives from a religious basis. And not afraid to take 
onboard – and take on – the solutions offered up by religion. Politicians must also not be 
afraid to speak out when we think people who speak in the name of faith have got it 
wrong. …  
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/baroness-warsi-speech-holy-see  
 

 

Queen’s speech at Lambeth Palace 

… Our religions provide critical guidance for the way we live our lives, and for the way in 
which we treat each other. Many of the values and ideas we take for granted in this and 
other countries originate in the ancient wisdom of our traditions. …  
The concept of our established Church is occasionally misunderstood and, I believe, 
commonly under-appreciated. Its role is not to defend Anglicanism to the exclusion of 
other religions. Instead, the Church has a duty to protect the free practice of all faiths in 
this country. 
It certainly provides an identity and spiritual dimension for its own many adherents. But 
also, gently and assuredly, the Church of England has created an environment for other 
faith communities and indeed people of no faith to live freely. Woven into the fabric of this 
country, the Church has helped to build a better society – more and more in active co-
operation for the common good with those of other faiths. … 
Faith plays a key role in the identity of many millions of people, providing not only a 
system of belief but also a sense of belonging. It can act as a spur for social action. 
Indeed, religious groups have a proud track record of helping those in the greatest need, 
including the sick, the elderly, the lonely and the disadvantaged. They remind us of the 
responsibilities we have beyond ourselves. … 
http://www.royal.gov.uk/LatestNewsandDiary/Speechesandarticles/2012/TheQueensspee
chatLambethpalace15February2012.aspx  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government, in the light of Hamas' recent 
concessions, whether they will publicly welcome the new unity Government; and whether 
they have plans to work with Hamas as a political organisation.[HL15568] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: I refer the noble Lord to the Answer I gave Lord Judd 
on 9 February 2012 about reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah (Official 
Report, col. 364). 
The quartet has set out clearly that Hamas must renounce violence, recognise 
Israel and accept previously signed agreements. Hamas must make credible 
movement towards these conditions, which remain the benchmark against which 
its intentions should be judged before direct contact will he made. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what evaluation they have made of 
the potential effectiveness of economic sanctions against Israel as a means of ending the 
blockade on Gaza and reversing its effect on the Gazan economy.[HL15570] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We are firmly focused on the need to improve the 
situation in Gaza and continue to call for the full implementation of the relaxation 
of access restrictions for Gaza that Israel announced in June 2010. Together with 
our European Union partners we call for a sustained increase in the flow of 
humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons from and to the Gaza Strip. 
Israel's legitimate security concerns are not reinforced by these restrictions, which 
only serve to undermine Gaza's legitimate economy and to strengthen Hamas. 
We believe that imposing sanctions on Israel or supporting anti-Israeli boycotts 
would lessen our influence, not increase it. We therefore strongly oppose both 
boycotts and sanctions directed at Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120214w0001.htm#120
21424000296  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209-
0001.htm#12020945001171   

 
 

Supreme Court 

Sugar (Deceased) (Represented by Fiona Paveley) (Appellant) v British 
Broadcasting Corporation (Respondent) [2012] 
… By October 2003 pressure groups had complained that coverage by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation [“BBC”] of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict was not impartial … 
On 8 January 2005, the Appellant, Mr Steven Sugar, made a request pursuant to s.1 of 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000 [‘FOIA’] for disclosure of the Balen Report. The 
BBC is made subject to FOIA only to a limited extent, namely “in respect of information 
held for purposes other than those of journalism, art or literature”. The BBC refused the 
request on the basis that it held the Balen Report for purposes of journalism and thus it 
lay beyond the scope of FOIA … Before the Tribunal, Mr Sugar contended that even if 
the information is held only partly for purposes other than those of journalism, the 
information is within the scope of FOIA …  … The Supreme Court unanimously dismisses 
the appeal. … The court holds that the Court of Appeal was correct in deciding that once 
it is established that the information sought is held by the BBC to any significant degree 
for the purposes of journalism, it is exempt from production under FOIA, even if the 
information is also held for other purposes …  
http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/docs/UKSC_2010_0145_ps_v2.pdf  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120214w0001.htm#12021424000296
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120214w0001.htm#12021424000296
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209-0001.htm#12020945001171
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209-0001.htm#12020945001171
http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/docs/UKSC_2010_0145_ps_v2.pdf
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Judgment 
http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/docs/UKSC_2010_0145_Judgment.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

UN voices sadness at tragic deaths of children in West Bank crash 
The head of the United Nations agency assisting Palestinian refugees today voiced his 
deep sadness at the news of the tragic deaths of children and a number of adults in a 
road traffic accident in the West Bank. 
At least eight Palestinian children have been reported killed in the collision that took place 
between a school bus and an Israeli truck near Qalandia. A large number of people, 
including children, were also injured. The bus was reportedly carrying children as young 
as five or six on their way to Ramallah. 
“There is nothing more appalling to us and our communities than the needless deaths 
and suffering of innocent children,” Filippo Grandi, Commissioner General of the UN 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East said in a statement. 
“My condolences go out to the families and friends of the victims at this terrible time.” 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41258&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0121/amend/su121-
iiia.htm  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120215-
0001.htm#12021564000344  
 

Bill as amended on Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0128/2012128.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice  
(closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
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