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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Schools: Bible 
Mr Watson: To ask the Secretary of State for Education (1) how many copies of the King 
James Bible he plans to distribute to schools; and what estimate he has made of the cost 
of doing so; [91969] 
(2) if he will place in the Library a copy of the message he plans to include in the front of 
each copy of the King James Bible that will be distributed to schools as part of the King 
James Bible project; [91970] 
(3) if he will publish a list of all paper and electronic correspondence 
between (a) Ministers, (b) officials and (c) special advisers in his Department and (i) the 
Cabinet Office and (ii) 10 Downing Street in which the King James Bible project was 
discussed in the last 12 months; [91971] 
(4) whether he plans to publish guidance to schools on the use of copies of the King 
James Bible that he plans to distribute to them; and whether his Department will oblige 
children to read scripture as part of that project. [91972] 

Mr Gibb: The story of the King James Bible, and its impact on the English 
speaking world, can help pupils—of all faiths and none—better appreciate our 
language and literature, democracy and culture. 
To mark the 400th anniversary year of the publication of the King James Bible, the 
Department for Education is sending a facsimile copy to each state primary and 
secondary school in England. This will enable all pupils to understand its place in 
our nation’s identity and history. 
We are working to achieve the best possible value for money and will be fully 
transparent about the costs when they are finalised. 
We hope this exercise will inspire teachers to teach about the impact of the King 
James Bible, although there is no requirement on them to do so. We are not 
prescribing that every child must read the King James Bible, nor are we 
prescribing its role in the curriculum. 
Printing will commence in the next few months. There will be no foreword from the 
Secretary of State for Education. We will place a copy of this edition in the library 
when it is ready for distribution to schools. Information relating to internal 
discussion and advice is not normally disclosed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120209/text/120209w0
004.htm#12020967000036  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120209/text/120209w0004.htm#12020967000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120209/text/120209w0004.htm#12020967000036
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Welsh Assembly Government 

Written Statement - Investigation Report on Funding of AWEMA [All Wales Ethnic 
Minority Association] 
This afternoon I am laying in the National Assembly, a copy of the investigation report 
prepared by Welsh Government Internal Audit on behalf of the Welsh Government, 
WEFO and the Big Lottery Fund, into public funding of AWEMA.  This Written Statement 
sets out the action the Welsh Government is taking in the light of the report. 
On 19 December 2011, the Welsh Government’s Equality Diversity and Inclusion Division 
and the Welsh European Funding Office (WEFO) received allegations about the 
management of AWEMA. AWEMA was informed the following day that public funding 
under the Advancing Equality Fund and from WEFO had been put on hold.  The Big 
Lottery also froze their funding. … 
It was recognised from the outset that allegations that individuals had committed 
potentially criminal activity, or potentially affecting AWEMA’s charitable status, were 
matters that should be drawn to the attention of South Wales Police and the Charity 
Commission.  …  
In light of the current control framework the report concludes that it cannot provide any 
assurance that there are appropriate arrangements in place to safeguard and make 
proper use of the Welsh Government, WEFO and Big Lottery funds entrusted to AWEMA. 
In light of this, Dr Rita Austin, Chair of AWEMA has been informed that funding for 
AWEMA under the Advancing Equality Fund is terminated with immediate effect. In 
addition Dr Austin has been informed that the three ESF Convergence agreements with 
AWEMA have also been terminated.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2012/awema/?lang=en  
 
Investigation report of funding of the All Wales Ethnic Minority Association  
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/caecd/publications/120209finalawemareportdated8Feb.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

EU: Israel Association Agreement 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the human rights clauses of the 
European Union-Israel Association Agreement were discussed at the recent European 
Union-Israel Economic Dialogue; and, if not, when they will next be raised.[HL15269] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK is clear that the human rights clauses of the European Union 
(EU)-Israel Association Agreement are an important part of the framework 
governing co-operation between the EU and Israel. 
The issue of the human rights clauses of the European-Israel Association 
Agreement was raised at the EU-Israel informal working group on human rights 
on 13 September 2011. It will be discussed again at the next meeting of the 
group, currently scheduled for September 2012. 
The first meeting of the EU-Israel sub-committee on economic and financial 
matters took place in Jerusalem on 23 January 2012. The framework of the 
meeting is to conduct a regular economic dialogue, as foreseen by the EU-Israel 
Association  Agreement,  which  allows  an  in-depth  discussion  of  the economic  
 

http://wales.gov.uk/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2012/awema/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/caecd/publications/120209finalawemareportdated8Feb.pdf
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situation in Israel and the EU, assessing the risks and opportunities for both 
economies. The issue of human rights was not raised at this meeting as it was not 
directly pertinent to the technical economic matters being discussed. 
However, the issue of human rights is likely to be raised at the next EU-Israel 
Association Committee meeting which is planned for May 2012. The association 
committee reviews the progress of all sub-committees and working groups 
operating under the EU-Israel Association Agreement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209w0001.htm#120
20951000549  
 

Israel: Politics and Government 
Mr Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs on what recent occasions (a) he and (b)Ministers in his Department have raised 
the issue of continued settlement expansion with Israeli government officials. [94180] 

Mr Hague: Continued systematic settlement construction by Israel in disputed 
territory in the Occupied Palestinian Territory makes it ever harder to achieve the 
common goal of international efforts: a contiguous state of Palestine side-by-side 
with a secure Israel, with Jerusalem as a shared capital. 
We regularly raise the issue of settlement expansion with the Israeli authorities. 
The Prime Minister raised this issue with Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu on 5 
January 2012. The Deputy Prime Minister commented in strong terms on 
settlement expansion at his joint press conference with Palestinian President 
Abbas on 16 January 2012. 
I most recently emphasised the importance of Israel doing enough on this and 
other issues to sustain the prospect for peace talks leading to a two-state solution 
during my discussion with the Israeli Deputy Prime Minister, Dan Meridor, on 16 
January 2012. During his recent visit to the region on 7-11 January 2012 the 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my hon. Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), raised 
strong concerns over the significant numbers of settlement announcements with 
the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon and the impact these are having 
on the prospects for a two state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120209/text/120209w0
002.htm#12020963000068  
 

Khader Adnan Mohammad Musa 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have received reports 
about the case of Mr Khader Adnan Mohammad Musa, who is on hunger strike in 
Ramleh prison hospital, Israel; and whether they will make representations to the 
Government of Israel about his access to independent medical advice, his family and a 
fair trial.[HL15271] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of the case of Mr Khader Adnan Mohammad Musa. On 
31 January 2012 Mr Musa was transferred to Mayanei HaYeshua Medical Centre 
in central Israel after 45 days on hunger strike. The Israeli non-governmental 
organisation, Physicians for Human Rights, has had access to Mr Musa to advise 
him on the impact of the hunger strike on his health. Israeli authorities assess his 
medical condition to be satisfactory and say that if necessary he will be given 
medical treatment. Other Palestinian detainees have also started a hunger strike 
in solidarity with Mr Musa. 
We have raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities about ensuring that 
prisoners in detention have access to independent medical advice, that family 
visitation rights are upheld and that they have access to legal advice and are 
given a fair and open trial.  Our officials in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem have been 
instructed to monitor the situation closely. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209w0001.htm#12020951000549
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209w0001.htm#12020951000549
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120209/text/120209w0002.htm#12020963000068
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120209/text/120209w0002.htm#12020963000068
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Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
within the European Union in support of representations by the Israeli organisation 
Physicians for Human Rights regarding the case of Mr Khader Adnan Mohammad 
Musa.[HL15272] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are in regular discussion with the European Union 
regarding Palestinians held in administrative detention and co-ordinate our 
monitoring and lobbying on the ground with European Union (EU) partners in both 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 
Along with our colleagues in the EU we are monitoring the case of Mr Khader 
Adnan Mohammad Musa and will continue to make representations to Israel 
regarding our concerns about the situation of Palestinians in Israeli detention. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209w0001.htm#120
20951000561  
 

West Bank and Gaza 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their evaluation of progress 
towards a reconciliation between the leaderships of the Palestinian communities of the 
West Bank and Gaza, and what action they are taking to support that reconciliation. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My Lords, we are examining closely the agreement of 6 February 
between Hamas and Fatah on what is described as a technocratic Government of 
consensus. It is important that any new Palestinian authority be composed of 
independent figures, commit itself to non-violence and a negotiated two-state 
solution and accept previous agreements of the PLO. We have been consistently 
clear that we will engage with any Palestinian Government who show through 
their words and actions that they are committed to those principles. 

Lord Judd: Would the Minister not agree that the action by Israelis in arresting so many 
politicians from Gaza is hardly helpful to the process? As we debated last night, we all 
have to be careful about counterproductivity, which makes the achievement of serious 
negotiations more difficult. Is it not therefore essential to bring home to our American 
colleagues-and, indeed, very much to Israel-that if we are serious about negotiations, 
nothing must be done to undermine the momentum that will be necessary, and too many 
preconditions will not help. The best commitments, as we saw in Northern Ireland, arise 
out of the process of negotiations in which common agreement is forged through 
argument and persuasion. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Yes, to the noble Lord's second observation. As to his 
first, about arresting MPs, we are concerned about the recent arrests of the 
Speaker and other Members of the Palestinian Legislative Council in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem. EU heads of mission in Jerusalem and Ramallah 
issued a statement on 28 January outlining their concern. We have also instructed 
our embassy in Tel Aviv to raise this with the Israeli authorities, and we continue 
to monitor that situation closely. It is a matter of concern. 

Baroness Deech: Is the Minister aware-I am sure he is-that this is the third Question that 
we have had on Gaza in 24 hours without being able to place this issue in context and 
without examining the connection of Hamas to Iran-and to Syria, where such terrible 
things are happening? The House has not had the chance to see this in context; we have 
not debated the shifting allegiances in the Middle East and the terrible crises. It is no 
good scratching at one spot when the whole body in the Middle East needs examination 
by this House, and soon. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I am acutely aware that we have dealt with this 
particular issue three times in the last 24 hours, including a very interesting but 
short debate last night. I think it was President Obama who said that his advisers 
told that him that when it comes to the Middle East, everything is connected to 
everything else. The noble Baroness is quite right that we need to look again and 
again not merely at the particular issues that we are examining now but at the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209w0001.htm#12020951000561
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209w0001.htm#12020951000561
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broader context of how the Iranian threat, the tragedy in Syria, the instability in 
Iraq and the problems of the Arab uprising and the Arab spring all link together, as 
they do. I am sure that noble Lords and the usual channels will think of ways in 
which we can have a further debate on that broader issue. I am very happy to 
participate at any time when I am required. 

Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale: My Lords, does the Minister agree that, as my noble 
friend Lord Judd mentioned in connection with Northern Ireland, a sine qua non for sitting 
down and starting real negotiations is the renunciation of violence by all the participants? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: That is certainly correct. Indeed, as I said in my 
opening Answer, that is one of the conditions in which we would recognise that if 
Hamas has changed by renouncing violence, and a new Government are formed, 
we would change our attitude to it. However, these conditions are important and 
we obviously cannot negotiate unless they are accepted. 

Lord Phillips of Sudbury: My Lords, to follow up the question from the noble Baroness, 
Lady Deech, is not the context in which Palestine now exists-one thinks of the 
forthcoming elections in a few months-that Israel is in military occupation of a large part 
of the West Bank, is continuing to colonise the West Bank and east Jerusalem at an 
alarming rate, and is attempting always to divide and rule the Palestinians by every 
possible means? What will we do about it? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I am not sure that I share every nuance of my noble 
friend's analysis, but it is certainly not in Israel's interest to practise manoeuvres to 
undermine and delay the negotiations by the divide-and-rule process. We now 
have to watch what is going to happen next, to see whether this Government of 
consensus will work-we will judge them by their deeds-and to see how the 
pressure of enlightened Israelis, both in their Government and internationally, can 
bring them to realise that they will then have a body with whom to negotiate. We 
also have to see how the talks now going on in Amman, in Jordan, progress. We 
are putting a great deal of effort, as are other countries, into seeing that progress 
is made there. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: My Lords, the Minister has already rightly recognised the 
interconnectedness of everything in the Middle East. I have this morning had an e-mail 
from the Bishop in Egypt, who writes: "Egypt is undergoing a very ... difficult time. It looks 
as if the country is experiencing labor pains which may end up by the birth of a new 
baby, a new democratic Egypt. But it could ... be the pains prior to a stillbirth, or an 
abortion". 
Does he agree that in this context it is really important to do everything possible to 
encourage rather than diminish confidence in the democratic process, particularly among 
the Palestinians, and that this is closely linked to the willingness of the international 
community to recognise and uphold the outcomes of such a democratic process? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The right reverend Prelate speaks with great wisdom. 
This is obviously the aim; it is certainly the aim of the United Kingdom. We make 
our contribution through a variety of ways: obviously through the EU and the 
quartet, bilaterally and in every other way. However, the principles he describes 
are right and will have to be upheld with great vigour, because clearly there are 
people operating in the whole turmoil and mélange of the Middle East uprisings 
who are not so interested in democracy. These people have to be outfaced. 

Lord Grocott: The Minister said in answer to an earlier Question that our attitude 
towards any arrangement between Gaza and the West Bank would be whether the 
Administration could be seen, in deeds and not just in words, committed to a two-state 
solution. Can he offer any evidence whatever that, on the other side of the equation, the 
Israeli Government are in any way showing by deeds, not words, their commitment to a 
two-state solution? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The noble Lord is quite right to point out the need for 
symmetry. When one sees that illegal settlements continue, there is obviously a 
danger if not of despair then of recognising that the goal of the  two-state  solution  
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is not as fully accepted on the Israeli side. We must work to change that. Many 
people, in Israel and outside, see that a solution lies in this direction for better 
peace and stability for the people of Israel, for an end to their security problems 
and, of course, for better peace and stability for the Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209-
0001.htm#12020945001171  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent assessment he has made of progress made in the Middle East peace 
process since the Israeli and Palestinian leaders' decision to restart direct bilateral talks. 
[94181] 

Mr Hague: I have welcomed the efforts of King Abdullah of Jordan and Jordanian 
Foreign Minister, Nasser Judeh, to bring the parties together under the framework 
of the Quartet statement of 23 September. We call on both sides to take this 
opportunity and show the political leadership and courage needed to make 
progress towards a negotiated two-state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120209/text/120209w0
002.htm#12020963000073  
 

 

United Nations 

UN rights expert in fact-finding mission to the occupied Palestinian territory, Egypt 
and Jordan 
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian 
territories occupied since 1967, Richard Falk, will conduct a field mission from 10 to 20 
February, visiting Egypt, the occupied Palestinian territory and Jordan to gather 
information on the broad range of human rights concerns connected to Israel’s 
occupation of Palestine. 
“This mission will focus particularly on the right of the Palestinian people to self-
determination, the human rights implications of prolonged refugee status, disturbing 
patterns of violence by Israeli settlers against Palestinians and their properties, as well as 
the conditions and treatment of Palestinians detained by Israel,” Mr. Falk said. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=11813&LangID=E  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209-0001.htm#12020945001171
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120209-0001.htm#12020945001171
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120209/text/120209w0002.htm#12020963000073
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120209/text/120209w0002.htm#12020963000073
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=11813&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
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Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century  
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
 

Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice  
(closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
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