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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Home Affairs Committee 

Roots of violent radicalization 
vol 1  http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmhaff/1446/1446.pdf 

vol 2  http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmhaff/1446/1446vw.pdf  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Government 

Stamping out hate crime- Minister reveals plan of action 
… Jane Hutt has announced that a framework for action will be created to   tackle all 
forms of hate crime including disability-related harassment, as well as harassment based 
on race, religion, sexual orientation and against  transgender people.  It will be 
underpinned by strong consultation and clear evidence. The approach will be supported 
by realistic and deliverable plans which will be deeply rooted in the Welsh Government 
working closely with their partners. 
Minister Jane Hutt said: “Incidents of hate crime are shocking and unacceptable. I am 
committed to the Welsh Government taking a strong lead in this area.  We all have a duty 
to protect those who are most vulnerable to harassment in society and to ensure that 
disabled people and those with long term health conditions are able to live a life without 
fear. … I want to ensure that we live in a society where hate crime is not tolerated, so that 
people in Wales feel free to live within safe and vibrant communities.” … 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2012/120203hatecrime/?lang=en  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Statement 

Syria 
col 34  … Bob Russell: … With the eyes of the world on Syria, will he give me his 
personal  assurance  that he  will not  close his eyes to  what is  happening  next  door  in  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmhaff/1446/1446.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmhaff/1446/1446vw.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2012/120203hatecrime/?lang=en
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Israel, where United Nations resolutions and international law are being breached against 
the Palestinian people? 

Mr Hague: My hon. Friend knows—again, we have discussed this in the House 
many times—the position on this. We may be getting a little wide of the statement, 
but of course we have condemned violence in the occupied territories and indeed 
the expansion of settlements in the occupied territories, which are illegal and on 
occupied land. 

col 40  Richard Harrington: Is the Foreign Secretary aware of reports of chemical 
weapons and other weaponry being moved by Hezbollah out of Syria? If so, is he 
concerned about the consequence that that could have for Israel and Jordan, and for the 
general stability of the region outside Syria? 

Mr Hague: We keep a very close eye on any reports of the presence of chemical 
or biological weapons. I have not seen reports of such weapons being moved by 
Hezbollah, although the Syrian regime’s close connections with Hezbollah may 
give rise to concerns about what might happen in Lebanon if the situation 
continues in Syria. My hon. Friend can be assured that we are alert to this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120206/debtext/12020
6-0001.htm#1202063000001  
 

 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel on any declaration by Israel on whether it has possession 
of nuclear weapons; and what discussions they have had with international partners and 
organisations regarding Israel's nuclear weapons programme. [HL15108] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We have regular discussions with the Government of Israel on a wide 
range of nuclear-related issues. Israel has not declared a nuclear weapons 
programme. As a non-signatory of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) we 
consistently encourage Israel to sign up to the NPT and call on them to agree a 
full scope Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#120
20626000472  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government, following the Deputy Prime 
Minister's statement on 17 January referring to Israeli settlements on the West Bank as 
"vandalism", what proposals they have made for an alternative peace plan if the window 
for the two-state solution closes.[HL15106] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Government continue to believe that the way to resolve the long-
standing Israeli-Palestinian conflict is through negotiations, resulting in two states, 
giving the Palestinian people the state they need and deserve and the Israeli 
people long-term security and peace. 
We are making clear to both parties that the window for the two-state solution is 
closing and there is an urgent need to make progress towards resolving the 
conflict. 
Should we judge the two-state solution is no longer a viable option, we will revise 
our approach in consultation with key partners in the international community. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the  Government of  Israel  concerning the demolition of the  Beit Arabiya Peace  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120206/debtext/120206-0001.htm#1202063000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120206/debtext/120206-0001.htm#1202063000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#12020626000472
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#12020626000472
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Centre and surrounding Bedouin homes in the town of Anata; and whether they intend to 
take any action, particularly concerning the Government of Israel, following that 
demolition. [HL15107] 

Lord Howell of Guildford:: We are concerned at reports that Bedouin families 
were forcibly displaced from their homes at Anata on 23 January. Demolitions of 
Palestinian homes in the West Bank are illegal and deeply unhelpful to efforts to 
bring a lasting peace to the Middle East conflict. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) 
raised concerns over plans to move West Bank Bedouin communities during my 
visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on 7-10 January. Mr Burt 
visited the Bedouin community school at Khan al Ahmar to give profile to this 
issue and subsequently discussed it with Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon 
on 9 January. Our officials at the embassy in Tel Aviv regularly discuss our 
concerns with the Israeli authorities. 
The Israeli authorities state that they are yet to finalise their plans and will consult 
fully with Bedouin communities before moving ahead. The UK continues to 
encourage the Israeli Government to carry through on this commitment, to comply 
fully with their obligations under international law and to ensure that any decision 
reached on the movement of Bedouin communities should be made with their full 
consent and not result in a forcible transfer. 
Officials at our embassy in Tel Aviv are monitoring this situation closely. While 
they have not raised the specific issue of Anata with the Israeli authorities yet, 
they are planning to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#120
20626000473  

 

Palestine 
Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Northover on 19 December 2011 (WA 300-01) regarding donor 
contributions in the field of education in the Palestinian Authority, what steps they have 
taken to confirm the (1) accuracy, and (2) current use in all Palestinian schools, of the 
textbooks listed at www.pcdc.edu.ps/textbooks [HL15060] 

Baroness Northover: A number of studies by respected research institutions 
have reviewed textbooks used in Palestinian schools, and the UK Government 
have noted their findings. The studies found no evidence of anti-Semitism, 
incitement or promotion of hatred against Israel. One did identify a need for 
textbooks to include more balanced messages on sensitive historical and political 
issues, a message which we support. We have confirmed with the Palestinian 
Authority and with the UN Relief and Works Agency that these textbooks are used 
in all Palestinian schools in Gaza and the West Bank which benefit from UK 
funding. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#120
20626000477  
 

The weblink referred to in the question does not work. The homepage of the Palestinian 
Curriculum Development Center is at http://www.pcdc.edu.ps/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#111
21924000889  
  

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent discussions they have 
had with the Government of Israel concerning the impact of its restrictions on building 
materials entering the Gaza Strip upon the availability of school places.[HL15104] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#12020626000473
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#12020626000473
http://www.pcdc.edu.ps/textbooks
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#12020626000477
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#12020626000477
http://www.pcdc.edu.ps/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#11121924000889
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#11121924000889
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The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My right honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr 
Hague), raised the issue of restrictions on Gaza with Israeli Defence Minister 
Barak in November 2011. Our officials in Tel Aviv discussed the need to allow 
building materials into Gaza with the Israeli Prime Minister's Office in January 
2012 and with the Israeli Ministry of Defence in December 2011. We continue to 
have concerns over the impact on the quality of education available for children in 
Gaza. 
We have consistently lobbied the Israeli Government at ministerial and official 
level, in close co-ordination with the office of the quartet representative and 
European Union (EU) partners. As well as continuing to press the Israeli 
Government bilaterally to allow more building materials into Gaza, we are working 
with EU partners to take stronger collective action. The Department for 
International Development supports the United Nations (UN) Access Co-
ordination Unit to work with the UN, Israel, the Palestinian Authority and aid 
agencies to facilitate the transfer of vital assistance in and out of Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#120
20626000464  
 

Prisoners: Children 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the treatment of child prisoners by the Government of Israel. 
[93419] 

Alistair Burt: The UK remains concerned about the treatment of child prisoners in 
Israel. We regularly discuss these concerns with the Israeli authorities. I most 
recently raised the issue of child detainees with Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ayalon on 18 January as well as with the Israeli ambassador to London. 
We welcomed the 4 October decision by the Israeli Government to raise the age 
of legal majority for Palestinian children in the Israeli military justice system. When 
fully implemented, this will be an important step towards protecting children's 
rights in the west bank. We continue to lobby for further improvements, including a 
reduction in the number of arrests that occur at night and the introduction of 
audio-visual recording of interrogations. 
The UK has also funded a number of projects aimed at improving the impact of 
the conflict on Palestinian children, including those in detention. 
Our officials at the British embassy in Tel Aviv continue to discuss the treatment of 
child prisoners with the Israeli Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120206/text/120206w0
002.htm#12020633000035  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the rate of settlement building by Israeli citizens in 
the west bank. [93420] 

Alistair Burt: Continued systematic settlement construction by Israel in disputed 
territory in the Occupied Palestinian Territory makes it ever harder to achieve the 
common goal of international efforts: a contiguous state of Palestine side-by-side 
with a secure Israel, with Jerusalem as a shared capital. The latest surge since 
the end of the last moratorium is unprecedented in the last 20 years, with approval 
of new tenders up by 50%. During 2011, twice as much housing construction has 
taken place in the west bank settlements as in Israel. 
During my recent visit to the region on 7-11 January 2012, I raised strong 
concerns over the significant numbers of settlement announcements with Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon and the impact these are having on the 
prospects for a two state solution.  The Prime Minister raised this issue with Israeli  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#12020626000464
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206w0001.htm#12020626000464
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120206/text/120206w0002.htm#12020633000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120206/text/120206w0002.htm#12020633000035
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Prime Minister Netanyahu on 5 January. The Deputy Prime Minister commented 
in strong terms on settlement expansion at his joint press conference with 
Palestinian President Abbas on 16 January. 

Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what his 
most recent assessment is of the level of threat of rocket attacks on Israel from Gaza. 
[93421] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about continued indiscriminate rocket attacks 
on Israel from Gaza as well as targeted attacks by the Israeli military. 
Most recently, the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) informed our embassy in Tel Aviv 
that nine rockets were fired from Gaza into the Negev region of Israel on 1 
February. All the rockets landed in open ground and there are no reports of injury, 
or damage. 
Our officials assess this to be a continuation of a consistent pattern of sporadic 
rocket fire from Gaza and pre-emptive/retaliatory IDF targeted attacks. We judge 
that the risk of serious escalation is currently relatively low. But there is a residual 
risk that an attack causing a significant number of casualties could provoke a 
significant escalation. We are continuing to monitor the situation and report as 
necessary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120206/text/120206w0
002.htm#12020633000033  
 

 

United Nations 

Citing economic toll on Palestinians, Ban calls for end to Israeli occupation 
… “Economic progress cannot be reached and sustained absent a credible political 
solution on the horizon,” Mr. Ban told participants at the UN Seminar on Assistance to the 
Palestinian People … “During my visit, I clearly saw the high economic cost of the Israeli 
occupation of the Palestinian territory. I reiterated my long-standing call for an end to the 
occupation that began in 1967 and an end to the conflict,” …  
This is further compounded by settler violence, he said, adding that Israeli restrictions on 
free movement remain another vast impediment to Palestinian economic viability in the 
West Bank. … 
This is especially important, he noted, as the Palestinian Authority has built the 
institutions essential for a functioning democracy and a future Palestinian State. “Now is 
the time to build on that progress. Israel can make a critical contribution to consolidating 
these achievements, preparing the ground for a negotiated, two-State solution.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41145&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Expert meeting on hate crime data collection practice across the OSCE region 
14 February 2012 in Warsaw 
ODIHR’s Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department will hold an expert meeting to 
support the development of a practical guide entitled “Monitoring and Collecting Hate 
Crime Data for Effective Policy and Practical Responses”. 
The expert group will share developments and approaches from across the OSCE region 
and work together to agree the key issues to be addressed in the guide. The meeting will  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120206/text/120206w0002.htm#12020633000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120206/text/120206w0002.htm#12020633000033
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=5839
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41145&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
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be followed by a series of good practice visits, to ensure that the guide includes high 
quality and useful examples that will assist States to consider the approaches that are 
most appropriate for their own context. 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/87809  
 
 

United Nations 

Deputy Secretary-General, at Interfaith Harmony Week event, says common cause  
In mutual respect for shared values is only way to unite nations, peoples 
… Faith is the glue that often bonds communities and cultures around the world.  Yet, too 
often it is used as an excuse to emphasize difference and deepen divisions.  Only by 
finding common cause in mutual respect for shared spiritual and moral values can we 
hope for harmony among nations and peoples.  This observance is meant to remind us 
that the world’s great religions have more in common than what divides them.  Divided, 
we are weak; united we are strong. 
Today we need such strength as never before.  Economic, social, environmental and 
humanitarian challenges are straining the fabric of society in all regions.  The interfaith 
community has an opportunity — and a responsibility — to speak out against extremism, 
to advance tolerance, to stand for social justice, dignity and mutual understanding. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/dsgsm601.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206-
0001.htm#1202066000740  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206-
0002.htm#12020629000540  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0121/amend/ml121-iir.htm  

 

TOP 
 

 
 
 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/87809
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206-0001.htm#1202066000740
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120206-0002.htm#12020629000540
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0121/amend/ml121-iir.htm
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century  
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
** Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice  
(closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
** General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and 
case examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s 
involvement in encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I  
 

TOP 
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