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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hizb ut Tahrir 
Jim Fitzpatrick: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if she will 
review her decision not to proscribe the organisation Hizb ut Tahrir. [92811] 

James Brokenshire: Hizb ut-Tahrir is an organisation about which the 
Government have significant concerns and its activities are kept under close 
review. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120202/text/120202w0
002.htm#12020244000135  
 

Daylight Saving Bill 
6. Hugh Bayley: What his policy is on the Daylight Saving Bill; and if he will make a 
statement. [93003] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills (Mr Edward Davey): … Unfortunately, and as the Leader of the House 
made clear last week, there is no way the Bill could complete its passage through 
both Houses in this Session, but it could be taken forwards by a private Member’s 
Bill in a future Session. The Government would not, however, expect to introduce 
any trial of daylight saving time if there was clear opposition in any part of the UK. 

Hugh Bayley: In the Western Morning News, the Secretary of State is reported as saying 
that he is disappointed that the Bill was killed by a handful of Back Benchers who could 
not see the light, and that he did not rule out Ministers—I repeat, Ministers—finding more 
time. If the Government are genuinely committed to this measure, as they say they are, 
and if it is not just warm words and they really want it to happen, will they commit to bring 
forward a Bill of their own in this Session or the next? 

Mr Davey: The Leader of the House explained the problems of doing so in this 
Session and was equally clear that we would welcome a private Member’s Bill in 
the next Session. This Government have worked harder on this issue than the last 
one did, and we have made more progress. I would hope for emerging consensus 
in the House because this Government are making real efforts. 

Mr Peter Bone: The Minister seems to be trying to face two ways at once. It is quite 
clear that time could have been made. We have a general debate later today and the 
time for it could quite easily have been devoted to private Members’ Bills. I doubt 
whether today’s business will run the full course. Come on, let’s put this Bill back on and 
let Parliament decide. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120202/text/120202w0002.htm#12020244000135
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120202/text/120202w0002.htm#12020244000135
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Mr Davey: I know my hon. Friend is a huge supporter of the Bill, but the Leader of 
the House has made clear the problems of getting it through both Houses during 
this Session, and I am certainly not one to challenge his judgment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120202/debtext/12020
2-0001.htm#12020240000018  
 

 

Downing Street 

New Ministerial appointments 
Following the decision of the Rt Hon Chris Huhne MP to resign from the Government, 
The Queen has been pleased to approve the following ministerial appointments: 

 Ed Davey MP to become Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change; 
 Norman Lamb MP to become a Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the 

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills; 
 Jenny Willott MP to become an Assistant Government Whip. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/new-ministerial-appointments/  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development if he will 
give assistance to Bedouins in Anata following the demolition of their homes in the west 
bank on 23 January 2012. [92954] 

Mr Duncan: The Bedouin community in Anata is currently receiving assistance 
from a range of humanitarian agencies following the demolition of their homes in 
the west bank on 23 January 2012. 
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) have provided emergency 
assistance, including camping tents, food and mattresses, to the community. The 
Israeli Committee against House Demolitions (ICAHD) are assisting the 
community to clean up the site and Action against Hunger (ACF) is currently 
installing water tanks and mobile latrines. The Agency for Technical Cooperation 
and Development (ACTED) and the ACF are currently looking into replacing the 
seven residential structures and the ICAHD are planning to rebuild the community 
centre which was destroyed. In the interim, the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (UN-OHCA) is planning to install insulated temporary 
structures for the community. The Norwegian Refugee Council, supported by the 
UK, is providing free legal support to protect the community kindergarten, which 
has not been demolished. 
The UK is clear that the focus between the Israelis and the Palestinians should be 
on steps to build trust, with the aim of giving momentum to re-start negotiations. In 
this respect, house demolitions and the evictions of Palestinians from their homes 
are deeply unhelpful and cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120202/text/120202w0
002.htm#12020244000150  
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United Nations 

Visiting Gaza, Ban reiterates commitment to plight of Palestinians 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon travelled today to the Gaza Strip, where he underlined 
his commitment to continue working for peace and stability in the Middle East, and voiced 
his concern about the need to increase humanitarian assistance for Palestinians. … 
… Mr. Ban emphasized that the UN would continue its work in the region, which ranges 
from infrastructure projects such as building housing units, schools and water treatment 
facilities, to humanitarian assistance and longer-term initiatives involving the people of 
Gaza to stimulate economic and social growth. … 
As part of his visit, Mr. Ban was supposed to meet with business and civil society 
representatives, but this was cancelled when dozens of Palestinians staged a protest as 
Mr. Ban’s convoy crossed into Gaza from Israel. Protesters, many of whom were 
relatives of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails, threw shoes and other objects at the 
convoy. 
Mr. Ban, who met last night with the Palestinian Minister of Prisoners Affairs, Issa 
Karake, said he understood and shared their frustrations and concerns. “That is why I am 
here again for the third time. … That is why I have been urging the Israeli authorities to lift 
completely and unconditionally the restrictions.” 
Mr. Ban later travelled to Erez in Israel, where he toured Sapir College and met with 
survivors of a rocket attack last year against a school bus. Speaking at the school, he 
said that nothing justified the indiscriminate firing of rockets and mortars into Israel. “It is 
completely unacceptable to target and terrorize citizens on a near-daily basis,” Mr. Ban 
said. “People have had to reinforce schools like this, hospitals and bus stops. They have 
to think constantly about where the nearest shelter is. This is what you must do for your 
safety. But let us be clear: it is not how anyone, anywhere, should have to live,” he 
added. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41117&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
United Nations seminar on assistance to Palestinian people considers economic 
cost of continued Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory 
The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People will 
convene the United Nations Seminar on Assistance to the Palestinian People … on 6 and 
7 February.  … The purpose of the Seminar is to review the impact of Israeli policies and 
practices on the socio-economic situation in the West Bank and Gaza.  The Seminar, 
among other issues, will look at the cost of the Israeli occupation incurred by the 
Palestinians in various sectors of the economy, and examine the ways of sustaining the 
recent economic achievements following the implementation of the Palestinian State-
building programme.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/gapal1216.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=5834
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41117&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/gapal1216.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
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Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
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