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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly Question 

2.30  Mohammad Asghar: Minister, I wish to raise the safety and security of religious 
places. The security of religious places, where people get together and pray, is the 
responsibility of the Home Office, which is 200 miles from here. In Newport, just before 
Christmas, the police, local government officials and I were heckled by some extremists 
in the mosque. So, I have seen it with my own eyes. A similar thing happened in Cardiff 
later on. My point is that these mosques have been taken over by people with influence 
… We need this to be done pretty quickly before it is out of our hands to protect our 
religious institutions here from extremists. 

The Minister for Finance and Leader of the House (Jane Hutt):  Mohammad 
Asghar makes an important point. It is relevant to report that the interfaith forum, 
chaired by the First Minister, and of which I am the vice-chair, is undertaking some 
research on this matter. Money has been made available through community 
cohesion funding, which comes under the Minister with responsibility for 
community safety, and he has been looking at this as part of the Prevent 
initiatives. 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop.htm?act=dis&id=230019&ds=1%2F2012#bus  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have made 
representations to the Government of Israel about the arrest on or before 19 January of 
Mr Aziz Dweik, the Speaker of the Palestinian Legislative Council; and whether they will 
ask for his release.[HL15035] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK, along with European Union (EU) partners, regularly raises 
our concerns with the Israeli Government about the application of due process 
and the treatment of Palestinian detainees. 
 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=230019&ds=1%2F2012#bus
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=230019&ds=1%2F2012#bus
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We have instructed our embassy in Tel Aviv to raise this issue with the Israeli 
authorities. They have discussed it with the Israeli police. Together with our EU 
partners, we are considering what further action might be taken. 
We continue to monitor the situation closely. 

Lord Jones of Cheltenham: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations 
they have made to the Government of Israel over the arrest of Palestinian 
parliamentarians Mohammed Totah and Khaled Abu Arafah in the compound of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross in Jerusalem.[HL15083] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK, along with European Union (EU) partners, 
regularly raises our concerns with the Israeli Government about the application of 
due process and the treatment of Palestinian detainees. 
We have instructed our embassy in Tel Aviv to raise this issue with the Israeli 
authorities. They have discussed it with the Israeli police. Together with our EU 
partners are considering what further action might be taken. 
We continue to monitor the situation closely. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the arrest of Mr Khaled Thwaib, a member 
of the Palestinian Legislative Council on 20 January, and the detention of Mr Thwaib and 
Dr Aziz Dweik in Ofar facility.[HL15105] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK, along with European Union (EU) partners, 
regularly raises our concerns with the Israeli Government about the application of 
due process and the treatment of Palestinian detainees. 
We have instructed our embassy in Tel Aviv to raise these arrests and detentions 
with the Israeli authorities. Together with our EU partners we are considering what 
further action might be taken. 
We continue to monitor the situation closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120131w0001.htm#120
131141000442  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last discussed with the 
Government of Israel the alleged destruction of water-gathering cisterns and wells in the 
West Bank and of Palestinian olive trees by security forces; and with what result. 
[HL15034] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We have raised our concerns about these various issues with the 
Israeli co-ordinator of government activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
and with the Israeli Defence Force on a number of occasions. Staff at our 
consulate-general in Jerusalem and our embassy in Tel Aviv continue to raise 
these issues as appropriate. 
We view any attempts to change the facts on the ground as a serious provocation 
likely to raise tensions and cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, 
as well as being harmful to the peace process and in contravention of 
international law. We continue to monitor the situation closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120131w0001.htm#120
131141000443  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Nic Dakin: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the effects of house demolitions in the west bank; what 
assistance the Government plans to provide to Bedouins in Anata following the 
demolition of their houses; and if he will make a statement. [92207] 

Alistair Burt: Our officials in the British embassy in Tel Aviv and the British 
Consulate General in Jerusalem monitor events in Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian  Territories   and   make   daily   reports   on  various  issues  including  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120131w0001.htm#120131141000442
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120131w0001.htm#120131141000442
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120131w0001.htm#120131141000443
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120131w0001.htm#120131141000443
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demolitions. Demolitions of houses and the eviction of Palestinians from their 
homes are deeply unhelpful when the focus should be on confidence-building 
steps with the aim of giving momentum to negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 
I most recently raised concerns over plans to move west bank Bedouin 
communities with Deputy Foreign minister Danny Ayalon on 9 January. Our 
officials at the embassy in Tel Aviv regularly discuss the issue with the Israeli 
authorities. The Israeli authorities state that they are yet to finalise their plans and 
will consult fully with Bedouin communities before moving ahead. The UK 
continues to encourage the Israeli Government to carry through on this 
commitment, to comply fully with their obligations under international law and to 
ensure that any decision reached on the movement of Bedouin communities 
should be made with their full consent and not result in a forcible transfer. 
The UK provides assistance through a number of organisations to enable Bedouin 
and other affected individuals to make legal representations against demolitions 
and evictions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120131/text/120131w0
002.htm#120131143000104  
 

Gaza 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their estimate of the date by which 
damage to the aquifer in Gaza will be irreversible; and by which the aquifer will be 
unusable.[HL14925] 

Baroness Northover: According to the latest analysis by the strategic foresight 
group in May 2011, at the current rate of depletion, the Gaza aquifer will become 
unusable by 2016, and the damage will be irreversible by 2020. The UK 
Government continue to press the Israeli Government, bilaterally and by working 
with others such as the EU, on the need to ensure adequate access to water in 
Gaza. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of the adequacy 
of healthcare and education currently available to the people of Gaza.[HL14926] 

Baroness Northover: The most recent assessment of healthcare provision in 
Gaza by the World Health Organisation concludes that there is a deterioration in 
the quality of care, as a result of Israeli movement and access restrictions, and 
political and institutional separation between the West Bank and Gaza. 
Access to education for the people of Gaza has been seriously undermined by 
continuing movement and access restrictions. Repair and construction of schools 
to meet the needs of a growing student population have been significantly 
delayed, resulting in severe overcrowding in schools. Many schools have been 
forced to operate on double and triple shifts, leading to reduced class times. 

The UK Government continue to press the Israeli Government, bilaterally and by working 
with others such as the EU, to ease movement and access restrictions to enable the 
construction of schools and uninterrupted access for medical supplies into Gaza. In 
addition to our core funding to the Palestinian Authority and UN Relief and Works Agency 
to deliver essential services in Gaza, in December 2011 we announced further support to 
construct 12 new UNRWA schools in Gaza, supporting 24,000 refugee children to attend 
school. 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their estimate of the average 
number of litres of water available to residents of Gaza per day; and what is their 
assessment of how this compares with the World Health Organisation's estimate of the 
daily amount of water required to meet health needs. [HL14927] 

Baroness Northover: According to the latest report from the emergency water, 
sanitation and hygiene group in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, residents of 
Gaza use an average of 91 litres of water per day. This is less than the World 
Health Organisation's recommended minimum of 100 litres of water a day to meet  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120131/text/120131w0002.htm#120131143000104
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120131/text/120131w0002.htm#120131143000104
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all health needs. The UK Government continue to press the Israeli Government, 
bilaterally and by working with others such as the EU, on the need to ensure 
adequate access to water for Palestinians in both Gaza and the West Bank. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel concerning the condition of the fishing and agricultural 
industries in Gaza and its effect on the dependence of the Gazan population on foreign 
aid.[HL14964] 

Baroness Northover: The UK regularly makes representations at both ministerial 
and official level to the Government of Israel on the need to ease movement and 
access restriction into and out of Gaza. Most recently, my right honourable friend 
the Secretary of State for International Development Andrew Mitchell and my right 
honourable friend the Minister for the Middle East, Alastair Burt, discussed these 
issues during visits to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in December 
2011 and January 2012. As part of these discussions, we frequently emphasised 
the impact restrictions have had on industry in Gaza, including in fishing and 
agriculture. We continue to express our deep concern that in Gaza, which should 
have a thriving economy, over 75 per cent of the population are dependent to 
some extent on aid. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government, in the light of the 2010 report by 
Physicians for Human Rights-Israel that 61 per cent of Gazans are food insecure, what 
representations they have made to the Government of Israel concerning its alleged policy 
of maintaining a humanitarian minimum as a dietary standard for the people of 
Gaza.[HL14965] 

Baroness Northover: Reports by the United Nations Office for the Co-ordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs show that since June 2010 there has been a sufficient flow 
of foodstuffs into Gaza, with poverty being the main driver of ongoing food 
instability. We have consistently lobbied the Israeli Government at ministerial and 
official level, in close co-ordination with the Office of the Quartet Representative 
and European Union partners, on the need to ease movement and access 
restrictions into and out of Gaza, including the urgent need to address the current 
high level of food insecurity. Most recently, Andrew Mitchell, Secretary of State for 
International Development, and Alastair Burt, Minister for the Middle East, raised 
these issues as part of visits to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in 
December 2011 and January 2012. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent discussions they have 
had with the Government of Israel concerning reports that hospitals and health centres in 
Gaza have run out of basic medicines and types of medical equipment.[HL14966] 

Baroness Northover: I refer my noble friend to my answer to her previous 
question on 11 January 2012 (Official Report (WA93). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120131w0001.htm#120
131141000432  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120111w0001.htm#120
11174001402  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120131w0001.htm#120131141000432
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120131w0001.htm#120131141000432
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120111w0001.htm#12011174001402
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120111w0001.htm#12011174001402
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
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Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120131-
0002.htm#120131138000237  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0121/amend/ml121-ir.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
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