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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they monitor the performance of 
the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC); and to what extent the EHRC has 
achieved its remit of promoting and monitoring human rights and protecting, enforcing 
and promoting equality.[HL15086] 

Baroness Verma: Ministers and officials have regular discussions with the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) about its performance. My 
officials receive monthly performance reports, and hold formal quarterly 
performance review meetings to assess EHRC's performance against its business 
plan.  The EHRC has carried out some important work that has deepened our 
knowledge and understanding of equality and human rights. But, as we said in 
March 2011 when we published our consultation on reform of the EHRC, the 
sheer breadth of the EHRC's remit, combined with errors made in the process of 
setting it up, have contributed to the underperformance of the EHRC. That is why 
we set out our plans to reform the EHRC to focus it on its core functions, and we 
will respond to the consultation on reform of the EHRC shortly. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120130w0001.htm#120
13017000680  
 

Sports: Racial Discrimination 
Jim Shannon: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport 
what steps he is taking to tackle racism in sport; and whether he has set any targets. 
[92335] 

Hugh Robertson: Sport England ensures that all national governing bodies that 
receive public funding must sign up to the Equality Standard for Sport and they 
have produced guidelines on how governing bodies of sport should deal with 
incidents of racial abuse in competitive sport settings. Sport England also 
continues to invest in the work that Sporting Equals does to promote ethnic 
diversity across all sport.   
We have also welcomed the Select Committee's decision to hold an inquiry on 
racism in football and we will support it in any way we can. The findings from this 
inquiry should offer lessons that can be applied across all sport. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/text/120130w0
001.htm#12013039000021  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120130w0001.htm#12013017000680
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120130w0001.htm#12013017000680
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/text/120130w0001.htm#12013039000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/text/120130w0001.htm#12013039000021
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Christianity 
Jim Shannon: To ask the Prime Minister what steps he plans to take to promote 
Christian values in public life. [92031] 

The Prime Minister: I refer the hon. Member to the speech I gave on 16 
December 2011 commemorating the 400(th) anniversary of the King James Bible. 
A copy of the speech can be found on the No. 10 website at: 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/king-james-bible/  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/text/120130w0
002.htm#12013049000005  
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Debate 

Lidice Massacre 
includes 
col 648  Robert Flello: … No one in the House will need reminding that last Friday was 
Holocaust memorial day, which marks the day 67 years ago when Auschwitz-Birkenau 
was liberated by Soviet troops and reminds us all of the atrocities committed by the 
Nazis. 
We will never fully understand or come to terms with extermination on such a scale just a 
few generations ago, but thanks to the Holocaust Educational Trust and the many other 
organisations that work to tackle hatred and discrimination, I hope that we might go some 
way to prevent it from happening again, at least on such a scale. May I therefore take 
this opportunity to put on record my appreciation for those organisations and pay tribute 
to the Holocaust Educational Trust and others for their work? … 

 

col 650  Dr Francis: … is my hon. Friend aware of the work of the Josef Herman Trust? 
The film, “The Silent Village”, was made in the village of Cwmgiedd, near Ystradgynlais 
in the Swansea valley. Josef Herman was a Polish artist who came to Ystradgynlais 
fleeing anti-Semitism in the late 1930s. Today, the secretary of the trust is one of the 
children who played a part in the film. I pay tribute to Betty Rae Watkins, who is now 
encouraging children to become engaged in art and, through that, to learn about the 
holocaust and about one of its survivors, the great Polish artist, Josef Herman. …  

 

col 651  Robert Flello: … As time goes by and we lose first-hand accounts of Nazi 
atrocities, it becomes all the more important to educate future generations about the 
consequences of intolerance and prejudice, and about the atrocities carried out during 
the second world war and, sadly, since. Events such as Holocaust memorial day provide 
a crucial focal point, but at times it feels as though the sheer scale of the slaughter in the 
second world war can be too horrifying to comprehend, and the individual stories risk 
being lost. …  

 

The Minister of State, Department for Education (Mr Nick Gibb): … Holocaust 
memorial day gives us the opportunity to remember the victims of this most evil of 
periods in the world’s history, along with subsequent victims of genocide—as the hon. 
Gentleman reminded us, such evil does not go away—and atrocities during the war, such 
as the terrible massacre at Lidice. It also gives us time to reflect on the lessons of the 
past: genocide does not occur overnight; it is a gradual process and begins when the 
differences between us are used as a reason to exclude or marginalise, leading to 
prejudice and hate. We need to learn the lessons of the holocaust, so that future 
generations do not repeat the mistakes of the past. That is why it is important that young 
people are taught about the holocaust—to ensure that prejudice and discrimination are 
not allowed to take root in our society. 

 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/king-james-bible/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/text/120130w0002.htm#12013049000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/text/120130w0002.htm#12013049000005
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The Government firmly support holocaust education, which is why we have allocated 
£1.8 million this year to promote young people’s understanding of this period of history. 
About £1.5 million of this funding is for the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Lessons from 
Auschwitz project, in which I understand the hon. Gentleman has participated. I add my 
tribute to his for the work of the trust. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/debtext/12013
0-0003.htm#12013054000002  
 

Mr Gibb:  … The Lessons from Auschwitz project gives the opportunity for two sixth 
formers in every school in the country to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau to learn the lessons of 
the holocaust, but the course is more than just a one-day visit to the former concentration 
camp, as students take part in seminars and hear first hand from a holocaust survivor. 
They not only deepen their knowledge of the holocaust, but learn what can happen when 
prejudice and racism gain a foothold in society. So far, more than 8,000 students and 
more than 2,000 teachers have taken part in the project in England. Crucially, when 
those students return to school, they are expected to pass on what they have learned to 
their peers at school and to their communities. 
Effective teacher training is also fundamental to teaching about the holocaust. The 
Government recognise this, which is why as part of our £1.8 million for holocaust 
education funding we have allocated £250,000 for the Institute of Education’s holocaust 
education development programme. … The Lidice massacre is included in the teaching 
materials for this programme. …  

 

col 654 Louise Ellman: … Does the Minister agree that it is all-important for pupils to 
hear the personal testimony of holocaust survivors, and that everything possible should 
be done to preserve that testimony even when survivors are no longer with us in person? 

 

Mr Gibb: Of course I agree with the hon. Lady. That is why the visits to Auschwitz are so 
important. As part of those visits, pupils will meet a survivor. As she points out, however, 
as time passes fewer survivors will remain alive, so we need to do all that we can to 
record their experience. That is important, because it dispels and puts to rest the views of 
those who seek to say that these things did not occur, and provides a helpful personal 
history to record the events of the holocaust. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/debtext/12013
0-0004.htm  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have received reports of 
recent attacks by Israeli forces on Yattma, towns north of Hebron, Beit Ummar, Maghazi 
refugee camp, and Deir al-Balah; and whether they will take action in consequence. 
[HL14839] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The two Palestinian villages the noble Lord refers to are centres of 
weekly protests against the construction of the security barrier and the expansion 
of settlements. On 7 January, dozens of Palestinian civilians and international and 
Israeli human rights activists organized a demonstration in Beit Ummar in protest 
against the planned expansion of Karmi Tsur settlement. As they moved towards 
agricultural land close to the settlement, Israeli soldiers fired rubber bullets, tear 
gas canisters and sound bombs. As a result, a number of demonstrators suffered 
from tear gas inhalation. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/debtext/120130-0003.htm#12013054000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/debtext/120130-0003.htm#12013054000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/debtext/120130-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120130/debtext/120130-0004.htm
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On 11 January, Israeli Forces raided the eastern side of Maghazi Refugee Camp 
and Deir al-Balah in Gaza. Witnesses have informed officials at our consulate 
general in Jerusalem that Israeli Special Forces raided the Maghazi Refugee 
Camp and that explosions were heard there. Israeli army bulldozers were also 
seen in the eastern side of Deir al-Bala. There were no reports of injuries. 
Our officials in the British consulate general in Jerusalem will continue to closely 
monitor events in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We continue to call on all 
parties to respect their responsibilities under International Humanitarian Law and 
for Israel to respect its obligations as the Occupying Power. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120130w0001.htm#120
13017000689  

 
 

United Nations 

Senior UN humanitarian official urges end to West Bank home demolitions 
A senior United Nations official has called for an immediate end to Israel’s demolition of 
Palestinian homes in the occupied West Bank, as he witnessed first hand the suffering 
and destruction caused by this ongoing practice. “Israel, as the occupying Power, has a 
fundamental responsibility to protect the Palestinian civilian population under its control 
and to ensure their dignity and well-being,” stated Maxwell Gaylard, the UN Humanitarian 
Coordinator for the occupied Palestinian territory and Deputy Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process. “The wholesale destruction of their homes and livelihoods is 
not consistent with that responsibility or humanitarian ideals,” he said. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41064&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Other Relevant Information 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Job advertisement: Adviser on Combating Anti-Semitism (Poland) 
Closing date for applications: 19 February 2012 
http://reliefweb.int/node/472051  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120130w0001.htm#12013017000689
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120130w0001.htm#12013017000689
http://reliefweb.int/node/473178
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41064&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
http://reliefweb.int/node/472051
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

**  closes today 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
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