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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

Independence referendum consultation    
First Minister Alex Salmond … outlined detailed proposals for the referendum in autumn 
2014 on whether Scotland should be an independent country. 
The consultation paper - Your Scotland Your Referendum – seeks views on: 
 what the ballot paper should say 
 what spending limits should be set 
 how the referendum should be managed and regulated …  
 

[and also whether the referendum could be held on a Saturday.] 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/01/referendumconsultation25012012 
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-01802 Stewart Maxwell: Holocaust Memorial Week, Gathering the Voices—
That the Parliament welcomes Glasgow Caledonian University’s project, Gathering the 
Voices, which collects and records oral histories given by Holocaust survivors; supports 
the primary focus of the project and its highlighting of the positive contribution of 
Holocaust survivors to society in Scotland; welcomes the financial support of 
the Scottish Government and Sense over Sectarianism in addition to what it sees as the 
invaluable contribution of volunteers to the project, and considers that the launching 
online of the material during Holocaust Memorial Week is an appropriate way of 
highlighting the necessity of recording and preserving the experiences of Holocaust 
victims. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-01802&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Israel 

House of Commons Statement 

EU Sanctions (Iran) 
includes: 
col 175  Jeremy Corbyn: Iran remains a member of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, 
and the last review conference called for a nuclear-free middle east. There is, however, 
one nation in the middle east that does have nuclear weapons, and that is Israel. Does 
the Foreign Secretary not think that it would be useful if we took up the suggestion of the 
NPT review conference to convene a denuclearisation conference of all nations in the 
region, in order that there could be direct talks? Iran would then be in a position to give 
assurances that it had no intention or wish to develop nuclear weapons. 

 

Mr Hague: … the commitment to have such a conference in 2012 was given at the NPT 
review conference in 2010 … Of course, it does not help anyone trying to persuade Israel 
not to have nuclear weapons if Iran continues a nuclear weapons programme that would 
have the effect, if it were brought to fruition, of many other nations in the middle east 
pursuing a nuclear weapons programme. That is absolutely the wrong way to go about 
trying to persuade Israel to adhere to the non-proliferation treaty. 

 

Mr Ben Wallace: … If an ordinary Iranian looks out from the inside, he will see that he is 
surrounded by Israel, Pakistan and India, all countries that developed a nuclear weapon 
illegally without any UN checks and still refuse to sign any UN undertaking. What 
message does the Foreign Secretary have for ordinary Iranians that the reason for what 
we are doing is that something different is going on in this case and that the rewards and 
the outcome are worth it? 

 

Mr Hague: … we can be fairly confident that if Iran develops a nuclear weapons 
capability, other nations will seek to do so. That will not help the security of the people of 
Iran; it will simply mean that the world’s most unstable region starts to have a large 
number of the world’s most destructive weapons. … Secondly, Iran’s record of 
concealment, which we have just discussed, and statements by the President of Iran that 
have included his saying at one stage that Iran would like to wipe Israel off the map, 
create a focus of attention on Iran’s nuclear plans to an even greater degree than on 
those of any other country. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120124/debtext/12012
4-0001.htm#12012451000004  
 

 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they and the 
quartet are making to the Government of Israel about that Government's plans to build 
277 new houses at Efrat near Bethlehem and to subsidise the construction of most of 
those houses.[HL14838] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are clear that settlement building is illegal under international law 
and undermines the possibility of a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Settlement announcements are provocative, unhelpful and a serious blow 
to efforts to restart peace negotiations. Officials at our embassy in Tel Aviv 
regularly underline our concerns to the Israeli authorities about settlement 
building. In a statement on 20 December, the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for Richmond 
(Yorks) (Mr Hague) condemned the  announcement by the  Israeli  Government to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120124/debtext/120124-0001.htm#12012451000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120124/debtext/120124-0001.htm#12012451000004
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publish tenders for 1,028 additional housing units in the settlements of Har Homa, 
Beitar Illit and Givat Ze'ev and of its plans to expand the settlement of Efrat. The 
Foreign Secretary said: 
"I condemn the latest Israeli announcements of plans to expand its settlements in 
East Jerusalem and the West Bank. These are only the most recent in a steady 
drip of announcements of new or expanded settlements-all of which are illegal 
under international law and which make it ever harder to achieve the common 
goal of international efforts: a contiguous Palestinian state living side-by-side in 
security with Israel with Jerusalem as a shared capital. I strongly urge the Israeli 
government to revoke these decisions which are wrong and deeply counter-
productive". 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120124w0001.htm#120
12455000502  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning Palestinian land which Israel allegedly 
confiscated in 2011 and reparations for houses, olive and fruit trees which were 
destroyed. [HL14623] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK remains concerned over issues relating to the confiscation 
and demolition of Palestinian property. The destruction of houses and other 
civilian structures in areas under occupation is contrary to Israeli's obligations 
under the Fourth Geneva Convention. We view any attempts to change the facts 
on the ground as a serious provocation likely to raise tensions and cause 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as well as being harmful to the 
peace process and in contravention of international law. 
Most recently the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) raised these issues with Israel's Deputy Foreign Minister 
during his visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on 8-10 January 
2012. 
Staff at our Embassy in Tel Aviv and at our Consulate General in Jerusalem 
monitor the situation closely and raise our concerns with the Israeli Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120124w0001.htm#120
12455000503  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning attacks on Gazan fishermen and 
confiscation of their property, in the light of the report by the Palestinian Centre for 
Human Rights which found that seven fishermen had been subject to "cruel and 
degrading treatment" when questioned by the Israeli Navy on 29 December 2011 and 7 
and 8 January 2012.[HL14626] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are clear that more needs to be done to improve the situation in 
Gaza. The UK will continue to push Israel to ease restrictions on exports, 
construction material imports and movement of people, and extend the fishing 
zone to improve the lives of the Gazan people. We are working alongside our 
European Union partners with Israel to achieve real changes on the ground. 
The UK frequently raises with the issue of Gaza with Israeli authorities, urging 
Israel to comply with her international obligations. This was raised at ministerial 
level during Israeli Defence Minister Barak's visit to the UK on 3 November 2011. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their estimate of the percentage of 
(1)  Gaza's   farmland,   and  (2)  former   maritime  areas  for  fishing  which  is  currently  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120124w0001.htm#12012455000502
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120124w0001.htm#12012455000502
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120124w0001.htm#12012455000503
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120124w0001.htm#12012455000503
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restricted for access as the result of the buffer zone imposed by Israel, and what 
assessment they have made of the impact on the economy of Gaza.[HL14844] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: According to United Nations Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) statistics, in practice, Palestinians 
in the Gaza strip are prevented from accessing 35 per cent of Gaza's agricultural 
land and 85 per cent of the maritime area allotted to them by the Oslo 
Agreements. UN OCHA reports provide analysis of the economic impact of these 
restrictions on Gaza and copies of which can be found on the UN OCHA website: 
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_Gaza_Fact_ Sheet_July_2011.pdf  
and for a more detailed report from 2010:  
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_special_focus_2010_08_19_english  
The UK will continue to press Israel to ease restrictions on exports, construction 
material imports, movement of people and the fishing zone limits, to improve the 
lives of the Gazan people. We are working alongside our European Union 
partners with Israel to achieve real changes on the ground 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their estimate of the number of 
people whose lives and livelihoods are directly affected by the buffer zones around Gaza 
imposed by Israel.[HL14845] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The significant amount of land in Gaza currently 
unaccessible to Palestinians has an impact on the whole Gazan economy. In 
2010, the United Nations Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
estimated the economic impact to be 50.2 million US dollars annually. 
We continue to press the Israeli government bilaterally, and in conjunction with 
European Union partners, to ease the movement and access restrictions around 
Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120124w0001.htm#120
12455000495  
 

 
European Union 

EU High Representative/Vice President Catherine Ashton and UNRWA's 
Commissioner General Filippo Grandi sign in Gaza € 55,4 million agreement 
… The EU contribution is the largest single donation to UNRWA’s core budget, which 
supports the Agency’s regular activities in education, health, relief and social services 
and camp improvement. The grant will fund these essential services to Palestine 
refugees throughout Gaza, the West Bank, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/59&format=HTML&aged
=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  
 

 
United Nations 

UN official urges Israelis and Palestinians to intensify efforts to resolve conflict 
A senior United Nations political official today urged Israel and the Palestinians to 
redouble efforts to resolve all their permanent status issues, end the conflict and 
establish an independent and democratic Palestinian state that will exist peacefully 
alongside Israel. “Leadership is needed to ensure that the process moves forward with 
the support of the regional and international partners,” said Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, 
Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, as he briefed the Security Council on the 
situation in the Middle East. … Actions on the ground, however, continue to contribute to 
tensions, he told the  Council.  Settlement  activity, including in the  West  Bank and  East  
 

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_Gaza_Fact_%C2%A0Sheet_July_2011.pdf
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_special_focus_2010_08_19_english
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120124w0001.htm#12012455000495
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120124w0001.htm#12012455000495
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/59&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/59&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/sc10527.doc.htm
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Jerusalem, continued during the reporting period. Violence between Israeli settlers and 
Palestinians also remain troubling. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41032&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental rights (FRA) 

The Racial Equality Directive: application and challenges 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-RED-synthesis-report_EN.pdf  
 
Combating Racial Discrimination 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA_Factsheet_RED_EN.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

**  closes in 6 days 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom Of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41032&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-RED-synthesis-report_EN.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA_Factsheet_RED_EN.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf
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Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
** Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 

TOP 
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