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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Academies: Faith Schools 
Dr Huppert: To ask the Secretary of State for Education (1) whether his Department is 
working with the Church of England to make it possible for community schools to convert 
to faith academies in one consultation; [90376] 
(2) what equality impact assessment his Department has made on any plans to expand 
the number and proportion of (a) academy and(b) non-academy Church of England 
schools; [90377] 
(3) what measures are in place to protect staff and students at former community schools 
that gain a faith ethos from religious discrimination by the school or the school's sponsor; 
[90378] 
(4) whether a school without a religious character but with a faith ethos can place an 
occupational requirement on some senior posts requiring them to share the religion of 
the school. [90379] 

Mr Gibb [holding answer 17 January 2012]: We believe that it is right that all 
schools, whether faith schools or not, should have the chance to enjoy the 
benefits of academy status. We have been clear however, that schools which are 
voluntarily converting to academy status should not be able to use the process of 
conversion itself to gain a faith designation. 
The current requirement in respect of maintained schools for a school to close and 
then reopen as a faith school in order to gain a religious designation is set out in 
primary legislation. Any change would, therefore require legislation. The 
Department is currently reviewing school organisation regulations, which apply in 
relation to maintained schools, with the aim of streamlining processes and 
reducing bureaucracy. 
The Department has no plans to expand the number and proportion of Church of 
England schools. Therefore, an equality impact assessment of such a proposal 
has not been necessary. 
Where an existing academy wants to gain a religious designation, it must seek the 
permission of the Secretary of State to change its articles and funding agreement. 
We would always insist that a consultation of the local community had been 
carried out before considering whether such permission would be granted. Where 
an academy did gain a faith designation, we would ensure that in amending the 
funding agreement there was guaranteed protection for existing staff. 
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Only designated faith schools have an exemption from the Equality Act 2010 
which allows them to apply religious criteria to certain posts, in line with the 
provisions of the Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998. Other schools may 
only discriminate in relation to senior posts if they can demonstrate that there is a 
genuine occupational requirement for the post holder to be of a particular religion 
or belief. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120123/text/120123w0
001.htm#12012310000029  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what arrangements they are making to 
discuss with United Kingdom development, humanitarian and human rights non-
governmental organisations issues relating to trade with Israeli settlements in East 
Jerusalem and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.[HL14760] 

Baroness Northover: The UK Government regularly hold discussions with 
development, humanitarian and human rights non-governmental organisations on 
a range of issues relating to the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) at official 
level. There are currently no plans to hold any specific discussions on 
issues relating to trade with Israeli settlements. While there is no ban on trade 
with Israeli settlements, we believe consumers should he able to make informed 
decisions concerning the products they buy. In December 2009, the Government 
introduced guidelines for retailers on how to label produce from Israel and the 
OPTs more accurately. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120123w0001.htm#120
12320000862  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister condemns Grand Mufti's inflammatory words 
Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt has condemned the inflammatory words of the 
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem saying that the UK is against any comments that could stir up 
hatred and prejudice. … [he] said:“I condemn the inflammatory words used by the Grand 
Mufti of Jerusalem and others at a recent event marking the 47th anniversary of the 
Fatah movement.  To refer to the Jewish people in such a way and to talk of killing Jews 
is anti-semitism, pure and simple.  The UK is against any comments that could stir up 
hatred and prejudice in a region that needs a culture of peace and mutual 
respect.  Jerusalem is a city sacred to three religions and all religious leaders should be 
working for dignity and justice for people of all faiths.”  
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=719743582  

 
 

European Union 

Council conclusions on the Middle East Peace Process 
The Council adopted the following conclusions: 
1. The EU  welcomes  the efforts by  Jordan to facilitate  direct talks  between the Israelis  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120123/text/120123w0001.htm#12012310000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120123/text/120123w0001.htm#12012310000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120123w0001.htm#12012320000862
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120123w0001.htm#12012320000862
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=719743582
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and Palestinians as part of the Quartet process. … 
2. Against the backdrop of worrying developments on the ground in 2011, particularly with 
regard to settlements, the EU reaffirms its commitment to a two state solution: The 
legitimacy of the State of Israel and the right of Palestinians to achieve statehood must 
never be called into question. … 
3. The EU stresses the central role of the Quartet and backs the Quartet process to reach 
an agreement between the parties not later than by the end of 2012. … The EU reiterates 
its support to the Arab Peace Initiative. 
4. The EU calls on the parties to demonstrate their commitment to a peaceful solution and 
to the Quartet process by actions that can build confidence and create an environment of 
trust necessary to ensure meaningful negotiations … 
5. The EU welcomes the appointment of the new EU Special Representative for the 
Middle East Peace Process. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/127466.pdf  
 
Council appoints EU Special Representative to the Middle East Peace Process 
The Council today appointed Mr Andreas Reinicke as EU Special Representative to the 
Middle East Peace Process. The task of the Special Representative will be to contribute 
to achieving the EU's policy objectives in the region, including a comprehensive peace, a 
two-state solution and a settlement of the Israeli-Syrian and Israeli-Lebanese conflicts. 
He will act as the EU envoy to the Middle East Quartet. … 
Mr Reinicke will take office on 1 February 2012, with his mandate running until 30 June 
2013. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/127419.pdf 
 
High Representative Catherine Ashton travels to Israel and occupied Palestinian 
territory 
… "I look forward to talking to both Israeli and Palestinian leaders. I will continue to make 
every effort to push the peace talks and encourage the parties in the path towards a 
negotiated solution," Catherine Ashton said. "… 
… the High Representative will meet Israeli President Shimon Peres, Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu, Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman and Defence Minister Ehud 
Barak, and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and Prime Minister Salam Fayyad. 
She will also visit the Gaza Training Center, where she will sign the Financing Agreement 
with UNRWA (the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East), and meet representatives of civil society. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/127490.pdf  
 
  

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

OSCE Secretary General meets Israeli foreign minister in Vienna 
OSCE Secretary General Lamberto Zannier met Israel’s Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Avigdor Liberman in Vienna today to discuss Israel’s role as an OSCE 
Partner state, including concrete areas for co-operation.  … Zannier said: “the OSCE has 
recognized that the security of the OSCE area is inextricably linked with security in the 
regions of our Partners for Co-operation, and I welcome this opportunity to exchange 
views on developments in the region.” … [and] that the OSCE’s increasing focus on 
transnational threats could be one such area for enhanced co-operation: “As we 
strengthen the OSCE’s efforts to counter transnational threats, I appreciate Israel’s 
willingness to share its expertise on counter-terrorism and anti-trafficking.” 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/127466.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/127419.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/127490.pdf
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The OSCE’s Partners for Co-operation in the Mediterranean region are Algeria, Egypt, 
Israel, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/sg/87137  
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Other Relevant Information 

BBC 

German anti-Semitism 'deep-rooted' in society 
Anti-Jewish feeling is "significantly" entrenched in German society, according to a report 
by experts appointed by the Bundestag … 
They say the internet has played a key role in spreading Holocaust denial, far-right and 
extreme Islamist views, according to the DPA news agency. They also speak of "a wider 
acceptance in mainstream society of day-to-day anti-Jewish tirades and actions". … The 
findings … were that anti-Jewish sentiment was "based on widespread prejudice, deeply-
rooted cliches and also on plain ignorance of Jews and Judaism". … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-16678772  
 
 

Unabhängige Expertenkreis Antisemitismus 

Antisemitismus in Deutschland 
http://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Themen/Politik_Gesellschaft/EXpert
enkreis_Antisemmitismus/bericht.pdf;jsessionid=1615B770CDEA41ECB3F9C74FF63A1
2AA.2_cid165?__blob=publicationFile  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
** Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 

Commons consideration of Bill as amended in Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120120/debtext/1201
20-0001.htm#12012017000003  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

**  closes in 7 days 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom Of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
** Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
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