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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

Royal Assent for Offensive Behaviour Bill    
The Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
has received Royal Assent, the Minister for Community Safety announced today. … 
The new laws create two new distinct offences, punishable through a range of penalties 
up to a maximum five-year prison sentence: 

 The first offence targets any offensive and threatening behaviour expressed at and 
around football matches which is likely to cause public disorder. 

 The second offence relates to the communication of threats of serious harm or 
which are intended to stir up religious hatred on the internet or other 
communications. 

The Scottish Government will now lay a commencement order to bring the new laws into 
force on March 1, 2012. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/01/offensivebehaviourbill20012012 
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Holocaust 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2012 
includes: 
col 335WH  Gavin Barwell: … There has been a great deal of historical debate about 
whether the holocaust is unique. Genocides have occurred before and, regrettably, they 
have occurred since. However, it seems that the holocaust is unique in the sense that it 
involved a modern industrial state turning all the energies of its bureaucracy towards the 
extermination of a single group of people, and it is entirely right that we commemorate 
that and learn the appropriate lessons. … 

 

col 338WH Lee Scott: … Does he agree that,  as time  passes and  there are  fewer  and  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/01/offensivebehaviourbill20012012
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fewer survivors from the camps and people who liberated them, the work of organisations 
such as the Holocaust Educational Trust—Karen Pollock and her team, who are with us 
today—is vital in teaching future generations exactly what happened, so that we can 
hope and pray that history does not repeat itself for people of any religion, colour or 
creed? 

 

Gavin Barwell: … To me, Holocaust memorial day is an opportunity to do several things: 
first, to remember the victims of the holocaust. Like, I imagine, many hon. Members, I 
had the opportunity, thanks to the Holocaust Educational Trust, to visit Auschwitz-
Birkenau with students from my constituency as part of its excellent “Lessons from 
Auschwitz” project. It is probably the single most memorable thing I have done as a 
Member of Parliament. … 
Holocaust memorial day is an opportunity to pay tribute to the survivors. … One of the 
challenges we face is that sadly, the number of survivors is diminishing and we need to 
find a way to make sure that their story continues in the future. I know that the Holocaust 
Educational Trust is working with the sons and daughters of survivors to consider how 
they can take forward their parents’ testimony. Holocaust memorial day is also an 
opportunity to pay tribute to the bravery of those who sheltered Jews at great personal 
risk and to those who liberated the camps, and to remember the victims of other 
instances of genocide and racial prejudice … 
In response to Lord Baker’s point about attitudes to modern-day Germany, it is important 
to learn that the holocaust happened not just because of the Nazis, but because people 
from many countries collaborated with them, and that no country has done more to 
address its historic crimes than Germany. … Nor should the United Kingdom be too 
complacent. A Foreign Office official, Arminius Dew, wrote the following on 1 September 
1944, during an impassioned controversy about allied policy in the face of increasing 
intelligence about the holocaust: “In my opinion, a disproportionate amount of the time of 
the Office is wasted on dealing with these wailing Jews”. … 

It has happened since and it can happen again. Many of the attitudes and much of the 
ideology that I described at the outset—of people being “alien”—and which underpinned 
what happened are still prevalent in parts of the population here in the UK. In Croydon, 
there was a recent incident where a lady was filmed on a tram making the most 
disgraceful racist remarks about black passengers on the tram. As the local MP, I 
commented on it and condemned it. For the next two or three weeks, I was subject to a 
stream of vile e-mails from people who believe that anyone who is not white cannot be 
British. They accept that they are British citizens, but they do not accept that they are 
really British. … The same attitude applies in some of the ways the Muslim community in 
this country has been demonised in parts of the media—that there is something alien 
about that faith and that Muslims cannot be British. … 

 

Susan Elan Jones: … I was intrigued to see in a television documentary some of the 
propaganda material from the Hitler era. What shocked me was that it did not spew out 
hate; the propaganda was all about archetypal families—almost a sketch of happy 
families. It was quite cleverly done, almost saying, “This is what we are part of and 
therefore this other group must be part of the other.” I find that very chilling and 
dangerous—that is how the roots of prejudice can grow. We are in danger of that in this 
country … 

 

col 341WH  Ian Austin: … I was brought up hearing about the holocaust from my parents  
… That left me with a lifelong conviction that prejudice leads to intolerance, then to 
victimisation and eventually to persecution, and that everyone of us has a duty not to 
stand by, but to make a difference—to fight discrimination, intolerance and bigotry 
wherever we find it. I have seen similar convictions awoken in students from Dudley who 
have visited Auschwitz with the Holocaust Educational Trust and have come home and 
campaigned against racism on the streets of our town. The Holocaust Educational Trust’s 
“Lessons from Auschwitz” project is now in its 14th year and has taken up to 16,000 
students and teachers from all over the UK to Auschwitz-Birkenau. Based on the premise  
 



 3

 

that hearing is not like seeing, young people can see for themselves what happens when 
prejudice and racism become acceptable. … 

 

col 344WH  Tom Brake: … I draw attention to the work of the all-party group against anti-
Semitism. … Let me list some of its achievements. There have been three formal 
Government responses to its inquiries into anti-Semitism, under different Governments. 
There has been the establishment of a Whitehall working group on anti-Semitism, the first 
official anti-Semitic hate crime statistics, a funding arrangement for the security needs of 
Jewish faith schools, a Crown Prosecution Service review into the disparity between anti-
Semitic incidents and convictions, ministerial conferences and action on internet hate 
crime. … 
We must maintain our vigilance, and the work of the Community Security Trust in 
highlighting the number of incidents reminds us regularly of that. Although the number of 
incidents of anti-Semitic hate crime has gone down, there is still a large number of 
incidents around the country. The Jewish faith is not the only faith to suffer in such a way, 
of course, and I very much welcome the funding recently given to MAMA, the Measuring 
anti-Muslim Attacks project, which is a means of reporting hate crime against the Muslim 
faith. … 

 

col 350WH  John Woodcock: … Unless we have the resolve to stop it, evil will spread 
as it did only 70 years ago. … we must resolve to have zero tolerance for anti-Semitism 
and prejudice whenever and wherever it occurs, as—unfortunately and sadly—it too often 
does in the UK and elsewhere. …  

 

col 351WH  Neil Parish: … out of a population of some 18 million, the Jewish people lost 
a third of their population; again, that is almost impossible to comprehend. There cannot 
be a Jewish family in the world who have not been touched by what happened during that 
period. The Holocaust Educational Trust is so right to remind people not just that terrible 
atrocities took place, but of what actually happened. We need to be reminded that these 
things can and did happen, and we must ensure, as far as possible, that they do not 
happen again. 
We talk about the holocaust and the number of Jewish people who were murdered. One 
can sometimes understand very much the attitude of Israel when it is surrounded by 
neighbours who say that they do not want Israel to exist—that it should be wiped off the 
face of the map. …  

 

col 354WH  Stephen Lloyd: … fear makes us behave badly. Sometimes it is power, but 
usually it is fear. Good people behave badly when they are fearful … Sometimes we must 
stand up against fear, even though that fear might be justified, and say, “Hang on a 
minute. …” That is bravery, sometimes in the face of a mass of people, or even of the 
media when they are on a witch hunt: standing up and saying, “Stop a minute. Think 
through why you’re behaving that way, and the consequences.” That is our duty as 
parliamentarians, and the duty of the Holocaust Educational Trust is to remind us and 
newly elected parliamentarians that not only must we never forget the absolute nightmare 
of the final solution; we must use it to remind ourselves daily that wickedness comes in 
many forms, and sometimes starts very small. …  

 

Mike Gapes: … We should not think that this debate is simply about what happens in 
other countries or what happened in the past, whether the crimes of the Nazis against 
Jews, Roma, communists, socialists, trade unionists, homosexuals and anyone else who 
was different; the crimes carried out … in the civil war in the former Yugoslavia; what 
happened in Rwanda or Cambodia; or what might happen elsewhere in Africa, as difficult 
internal conflicts are occurring in several African countries. We must also think about the 
ideology behind such events and how that ideology is expressed in the age of the internet 
and perpetrated and communicated globally. 
We as a society must revisit the issue. We have strict laws against incitement to racial 
hatred, and we changed our legislation during the last Parliament to make it, as well as 
incitement to religious hatred, an offence. It is therefore important that we recognise that 
this debate has a domestic context. …  

 



 4

 

col 357WH  Caroline Nokes: … The holocaust is part not just of Jewish memory, but of 
our collective consciousness. All humanity has vital lessons to learn from the holocaust. 
… I am increasingly conscious, however, that anti-Semitic incidents are still reported 
every year in Britain. In 2005, Chief Rabbi Sacks said: “After sixty years of saying never 
again, it is happening again. There can be no doubt as to the most tenacious ideology of 
modern times. German fascism came and went. Soviet Communism came and went. 
Antisemitism came and stayed.” 
Again, I return to the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust. It helps students 
understand the results of prejudice and racism. It is of paramount importance in 
understanding contemporary society and in averting the occurrence of another Rwanda 
or Bosnia. It is clear that racism is born of ignorance, and the most effective antidote for 
that is education. …  

 

col 360WH  Eric Ollerenshaw: … Joe told stories of Shabbos, or Saturdays, in the 
1950s when people used to walk down the street and smash the car windows of Jewish 
people, knowing that, because they were strictly religious, they could not pick up a 
telephone to report it or do anything else. People need only to step now into Stamford Hill 
or Bury South to see that anti-Semitism is still alive. …  

 

col 362WH  Graham Evans: … I pay tribute to the fantastic Holocaust Educational Trust, 
and particularly want to mention Karen Pollock’s well-deserved new year honour—the 
MBE. The trust does such important work in ensuring that we never forget the horrifying 
events of nearly 70 years ago. … What is so effective about the HET’s visits is that 
schoolchildren go along and then return to their schools and share their experiences with 
their classmates in assemblies. … We all know that education is essential to fighting 
hatred. However, simply teaching children that racism is bad will only get us so far. 
Teaching young people about real events from recent history, such as the holocaust, is 
so much more effective and underlines the importance of the work of Holocaust 
Educational Trust. When one looks at the record of other nations that are not as 
assiduous on holocaust education, one sees that anti-Semitism is far more prevalent. …  
Sadly, anti-Semitism still lingers to this day … During the first half of 2009, there were 628 
reported anti-Semitic incidents—a record high. … I am most worried, however, about the 
continued reports of anti-Semitism on our university campuses. The hon. Member for 
Ilford South (Mike Gapes) … has mentioned that the London School of Economics is 
investigating allegations that an anti-Semitic attack occurred after a Jewish student raised 
objections to a Nazi-themed drinking game on a university ski trip. A recent Union of 
Jewish Students survey highlighted that 20% of Jewish students have experienced, and 
a further 32% witnessed, anti-Semitism in the past academic year. …  

 

col 366WH  Bob Blackman: … We should remember that anti-Semitism in this country 
was rife right up until the second world war, and that many of the families who chose to 
come here forsook their religions, as did mine, and changed their names for fear of the 
anti-Semitism and discrimination that took place at that time. We still have to confront that 
because, even today, Jewish children going to and from schools have to be escorted and 
have security outside the schools. Jewish graves are desecrated and synagogues are 
damaged. We must always remember that every single hate crime is a crime against this 
country and against humanity. …  

 

col 369WH  Jack Dromey: … I pay tribute to Karen Pollock and to the trust for the 
remarkable work it does. They are absolutely right—there is a sacred duty for each 
generation to learn the painful lessons of the holocaust. The hon. Members who have 
spoken … are absolutely right, because to this day there is still an evil canker, to use the 
words that were used earlier, in our society. There is once again the shameful rise of anti-
Semitism. There is, sadly, also Islamophobia. Racism still scars too many of our 
communities, seen at its most obscene in the killing of Stephen Lawrence. Gay people 
are to this day attacked and sometimes murdered. It is absolutely right that we speak out 
and accept that we all have a duty to give leadership, because the tone that we set is 
crucial to the harmony of our communities. Today, we also say that it is absolutely right to  
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reject any notion of revisionism and any attempt to explain away or minimise the 
obscenity of what happened in the holocaust. …  

 

Matthew Offord: … Holocaust memorial day is not just for people who are Jewish; it is 
for everybody who has concern, in whatever form, about the holocaust. … The work of 
the HET is so valuable because it reminds us all of what occurred in that part of our 
terrible history and that we must prevent it from ever happening again. … I congratulate 
Karen Pollock on her well-deserved MBE, which is a recognition not only of her work, but 
of that of all her team and everyone at the Holocaust Educational Trust, which is keeping 
alive the recognition of what happened in those terrible years …  

 

col 372WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government (Andrew Stunell): I [congratulate] both Karen Pollock and the Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust, which has expanded its work year by year with great effect. …  
this Government have been ready and keen to follow the investment of the previous 
Government, and to follow their example in responding to the challenge that the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and the Holocaust Educational Trust set for us and for 
young people. The annual national commemoration and the local community activities 
that Karen and her team have fostered have ensured that people think once again about 
the repercussions of the holocaust on our society. …  
We as a Government are working hard to promote the United Kingdom’s Holocaust 
memorial day. We give a sizeable grant to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and support 
the Holocaust Educational Trust—I gently chide a few Members who might have been a 
little confused about the difference between the two trusts in their contributions. Both 
trusts do hugely outstanding work to raise awareness of the holocaust among young 
people and the wider community. I thank not only Karen, who has had a lot of mentions, 
but also Cathy Ashley, chair of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, and her team for their 
work. 
Last year, 72% of local authority areas held a Holocaust memorial day event, which was 
a big step forward, although I know that the trust will not be satisfied until 100% of areas 
mark the memorial day with events. That is the task it has set itself to achieve by 2015 …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120119/halltext/120119
h0001.htm#12011941000001 

 
 

United Nations 

United Nations to observe Holocaust Remembrance Day around the world 
The United Nations will remember the children who perished during the Holocaust with a 
week of events culminating in a memorial ceremony to be held in the General Assembly 
Hall in New York on 27 January.  …  
The week’s activities begin … with the debut of IWitness, an online educational tool for 
young people … followed by the screening of a new documentary film … The Last Flight 
of Petr Ginz.  The film showcases one Jewish boy’s life and the brilliant artwork he 
created while imprisoned in the Terezin Ghetto for two years, prior to his murder in 
Auschwitz at age 16.  The United Nations Holocaust Programme has published a 32-
page study guide on the film for students 13 and up.  … 
Built around the poignant theme of “Children and the Holocaust”, this year’s observance 
will also include the unveiling of three exhibits in the United Nations Visitor’s Lobby on 
24 and 26 January, and a commemorative conference in the afternoon of 25 January 
marking the seventieth anniversary of the Babyn Yar tragedy in Ukraine. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/note6332.doc.htm  

TOP 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration they have given to 
preventing direct and indirect support for business in East Jerusalem by tour operators 
based within the European Union; and what bilateral and multilateral discussions they 
have held regarding such action.[HL14666] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Government's position on East Jerusalem is clear. Although we 
accept de facto Israeli control of West Jerusalem, we consider East Jerusalem to 
be occupied territory. 
No discussions have been held to date with regards to preventing direct and 
indirect support for business in East Jerusalem by tour operators based within the 
European Union. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have held, both 
bilaterally and multilaterally, regarding the use of the European Union-Israel Association 
Agreement to facilitate the export to the European Union of products manufactured in 
settlements in East Jerusalem; and what action, if any, they are taking to restrict those 
imports. [HL14667] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have regular discussions with European partners 
with regards to the issues of Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 
The UK is keen to ensure that the terms of the European Union-Israel Association 
Agreement are not abused and that settlement goods are properly labelled and do 
not benefit from the preferential trade provisions in the agreement which apply to 
goods manufactured in, and sourced from, Israel. Member states asked the 
European Commission to investigate this in 2009. It reported to the Magreb and 
Maastricht working group on 19 April 2010 that there was no evidence this was 
occurring. We will continue to monitor and be engaged in this issue. 
While there is no UK ban on settlement goods, in December 2009, the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs introduced guidelines, in 
consultation with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, to label produce more 
accurately, allowing consumers to make a more fully informed decision 
concerning the products they buy. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#120
11950000362  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of the Government of Israel approving construction of 26,837 settlement 
units across the Occupied Palestinian Territories during 2011, including 1,664 housing 
units in and around Occupied Jerusalem.[HL14624] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Attempts by Israel to alter the character or demography of East 
Jerusalem and other areas in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are 
unacceptable and extremely provocative. Settlements, as well as the evictions 
and demolitions of Palestinian homes in areas under occupation, including in East 
Jerusalem, are illegal under international law and deeply unhelpful to efforts to 
bring a lasting peace to the Arab-Israeli conflict.  The Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) repeatedly condemned settlements 
announcements throughout 2011, urging Israel to revoke these decisions. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#12011950000362
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#12011950000362
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Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent representations, both 
bilaterally and multilaterally, they have made to the Government of Israel about the 
imprisonment by Israeli authorities of Palestinian children, their treatment while 
imprisoned, and the use of solitary confinement; and what was the outcome of any such 
representations.[HL14663] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have welcomed Israel's recent decision to raise 
the age of legal majority for Palestinian children in the Israeli military justice 
system. When fully implemented, this will be an important step towards protecting 
children's rights in the West Bank. We continue to lobby for further improvements, 
including a reduction in the number of arrests that occur at night. We are in close 
discussion with the Israeli Government. Our ambassador to Tel Aviv met senior 
Israeli officials on 6 October to express our appreciation for the steps just taken 
and to outline our concerns. The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North 
East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) also raised the issue of child detainees with the Israeli 
ambassador on 26 October. 
In addition to our lobbying of the Israeli authorities, the UK is supporting research 
into this issue by leading UK and international lawyers. A report is expected to be 
published in January. We also fund the work of Defence for Children International 
and No Legal Frontiers on the rights of Palestinian child detainees. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent approaches, both bilaterally 
and multilaterally, they have made to the Government of Israel about the availability and 
standard of legal defence services for Palestinian children brought before military courts 
in Israel, and about arrangements in place to ensure that Palestinian children arrested by 
the military authorities in Israel are promptly informed of their rights to legal 
representation; and what was the outcome of any such approaches.[HL14664] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We welcome Israel's recent decision to raise the age 
of legal majority for Palestinian children in the Israeli military justice system. When 
fully implemented, this will be an important step towards protecting children's 
rights in the West Bank. 
We raise our concerns regularly with the Israeli authorities both bilaterally and in 
conjunction with European Union (EU) partners. We continue to lobby for further 
improvements, including the introduction of audio-visual recording of 
interrogations. The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable the Member for North East Bedfordshire 
(Mr Burt) raised our concerns with Israeli Minister of Justice Neeman during his 
visit to the region in June 2011. Our officials in Israel continue to attend military 
court hearings as part of an EU rotating team monitoring cases of Palestinians 
identified as human rights defenders. In addition, we are providing practical 
assistance. The UK has supported the translation of military orders into Arabic. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration they have given to 
banning direct and indirect trade with Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, including financial benefits, investments, and the provision of services 
including those related to intellectual property; and what bilateral and multilateral 
discussions they have had regarding such a ban.[HL14665] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK believes that Israeli settlement-building in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories is illegal under international law, provocative and 
deeply counterproductive and that it must stop. We regularly raise our concerns 
with the Government of Israel, including at the highest level. The Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable 
friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), made the UK's position 
clear to Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister, Danny Ayalon, during his visit to Israel 
and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 8-10 January.  We have regular 
discussions with European partners on the issue of Israeli settlements. 
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While there is no UK ban on settlement goods, in December 2009, the 
Department for Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs introduced guidelines, in 
consultation with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, to label produce more 
accurately, allowing consumers to make a more fully informed decision 
concerning the products they buy. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what guidance is being issued to 
European Union retailers on origin labelling for products manufactured in settlements in 
East Jerusalem and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.[HL14668] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK is keen to ensure that the terms of the 
European Union-Israel Association Agreement are not abused and that settlement 
goods are properly labelled and do not benefit from the preferential trade 
provisions in the association agreement entitled to goods manufactured in, and 
sourced from Israel. Member states asked the European Commission to 
investigate this in 2009. It reported to the Maghreb and Maastricht working group 
on 19 April 2010 that there was no evidence this was occurring. We will continue 
to monitor and be engaged in this issue. 
While there is no UK ban on settlement goods, in December 2009, the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs introduced guidelines, in 
consultation with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, to label produce more 
accurately, allowing consumers to make a more fully informed decision 
concerning the products they buy. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what arrangements they are making to 
enable trade in goods originating in settlements in East Jerusalem and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories to be kept under continuing bilateral and multilateral review. 
[HL14759] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I refer the noble Lord to the responses I gave to PQs 
HL14665, HL14666, HL14667 and HL14668. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#120
11950000363  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning alleged house-breaking and abduction, 
deportation and administrative detention of members of parliament and their families in 
the West Bank by that Government.[HL14627] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK, along with our European Union partners, regularly raise our 
concerns with the Israeli Government about the application of due process and 
the treatment of Palestinian detainees. It is important that Israel is rigorous in 
ensuring correct procedures and due process are followed and the rights of 
detainees are upheld. All Palestinian prisoners should have access to a fair trial, 
and Israel should ensure that it always acts in accordance with international law. 
We both encourage and expect Israel to adhere to its obligations both as a 
member of the international community and as a democratic state. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had with the 
Government of Israel about the alleged forced movement of West Bank Bedouin; and 
what was the outcome.[HL14758] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have made a number of representations to the 
Israeli Government about their plan for relocation of approximately 30,000 
Bedouin in the Negev through our embassy in Tel Aviv and we are in regular 
contact with Bedouin leaders and activists. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), 
raised our concerns with Israeli Minister Benny Begin during his visit to the region 
earlier   this  month.   Extensive  consultations  with  the  Bedouin  community  are  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#12011950000363
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#12011950000363
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currently underway and it is clear that decisions are not yet imminent. Mr Burt 
underlined the need for continued dialogue between the Israeli Government and 
Bedouin representatives to achieve an agreed and satisfactory solution to the 
long-standing issue of unrecognised Bedouin villages. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#120
11950000364  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what measures they are taking to 
ensure that international humanitarian law is upheld in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPT), in the light of the report by the Palestine Liberation Organisation that 
180 Palestinians, including 21 children, were killed in the OPT in 2011.[HL14625] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We have called on all parties to respect their responsibilities under 
international humanitarian law and for Israel to respect its obligations as the 
occupying power. 
Our officials in Israel regularly raise human rights issues with the Israeli authorities 
and our officials in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) closely monitor the 
humanitarian situation on the ground. 
Most recently, our officials have observed the way protests are policed in the 
OPTs and regularly go to the checkpoints to monitor movement and access 
restrictions on Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#120
11950000371  
 

Gaza 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they are taking bilaterally and 
multilaterally regarding access through the "buffer zone" imposed by the Government of 
Israel around the perimeter of Gaza. [HL14762] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The current situation in Gaza fosters radicalisation and empowers 
Hamas, while punishing the ordinary people of Gaza. We are clear that an 
improved Gazan economy is not only essential for the people of Gaza, but firmly 
in Israel's security interests. 
We frequently raise with the Israeli authorities the issue of easing restrictions on 
Gaza, urging Israel to comply with her international obligations. This was most 
recently raised at ministerial level during the visit to the UK by Israeli Defence 
Minister Barak on 3 November 2011. The UK continues to push Israel to ease 
restrictions on exports, construction material imports and movement of people to 
improve the lives of the Gazan people. We are working alongside our European 
Union partners to achieve real changes on the ground. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#120
11950000353  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#12011950000364
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#12011950000364
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#12011950000371
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#12011950000371
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#12011950000353
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120119w0001.htm#12011950000353
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
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Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Royal Assent: 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2012/1/enacted/data.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom Of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/  
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