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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Euthanasia 
Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice whether he has assessed the 
conclusions of the report from the Commission on Assisted Dying; and if he will make a 
statement. [89417] 

Mr Blunt: The Government will look at the conclusions reached by the 
Commission on Assisted Dying with interest. However, the Government have 
made clear that any change to the law in this emotive and contentious area is an 
issue of individual conscience and therefore a matter for Parliament to decide 
rather than one for government policy. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/text/120116w0
003.htm#12011650000021  
 
 

UK Parliament Library 

Letter from Nick Herbert MP to Graham Evans MP regarding War Crimes Unit 
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2012/DEP2012-0058.pdf  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Education: Topical Questions 
T8. [89280] Debbie Abrahams (Oldham East and Saddleworth) (Lab): As we 
approach Holocaust memorial day on 27 January, how is the Secretary of State ensuring 
that lessons from the Holocaust and other genocides, including in Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Darfur, are taught in free schools, academies and other schools not bound by 
the national curriculum? 

Michael Gove: I am grateful for the hon. Lady’s point. Let me pay tribute to my 
predecessor,  the  right  hon.  Member  for   Morley  and  Outwood  (Ed Balls). His  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/text/120116w0003.htm#12011650000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/text/120116w0003.htm#12011650000021
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2012/DEP2012-0058.pdf


 2

 

decision to increase funding for the Holocaust Education Trust was one of many 
good things that he did, and I was honoured to be able to honour a pledge I made 
before the election to secure its funding. The trips that it offers to schools of all 
kinds help to ensure that we remember, and that that indescribable evil is never 
repeated. Let me take this opportunity to affirm the importance of all MPs meeting 
Holocaust denial and relativisation head on. Any attempt to undermine the 
singular historic evil of that crime is utterly wrong, and we should unite in 
condemning it. 

John Cryer (Leyton and Wanstead) (Lab): Following the question from my hon. Friend 
the Member for Oldham East and Saddleworth (Debbie Abrahams), would the Secretary 
of State like to congratulate the Holocaust Educational Trust, which works tirelessly 
visiting schools and educating students in the horrors of the genocide of the second 
world war? 

Michael Gove: “Lessons from Auschwitz” is a model project, and I am so 
delighted that in the new year’s honours list the chief executive of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust, Karen Pollock, received a long-overdue award. She is one of 
the unsung heroes of British education, and her work has been absolutely 
fantastic. I recommend to all Members the opportunity to attend the forthcoming 
Merlyn-Rees memorial lecture, which the trust is organising and which will remind 
us all of the timeless enormity of that evil and of the need to remain vigilant to this 
day. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/debtext/12011
6-0001.htm#12011623000026  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Borders 
Mrs Grant: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the Israeli Government on its proposals to further 
extend parts of the security wall into Palestinian territory. [89498] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government support Israel’s right to defend itself. 
However, where the security barrier is built on Occupied Palestinian land outside 
of green line Israel, its route is illegal according to both international and Israeli 
law.   
I visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) between 8 to 10 
January 2012, my third visit in the past year. Having seen the situation for myself, 
I raised our concerns with Israel’s Deputy Foreign Minister, Danny Ayalon, 
including the security situation in the west bank, access issues for Palestinians in 
the OPTs and the security barrier.  Our officials in Tel Aviv regularly raise the 
issue of the barrier with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/text/120116w0
006.htm#1201172000096  
 

Israel: Prisoners 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the report submitted to the United Nations on 28 
December 2011 on the use of solitary confinement on Palestinian children held in Israeli 
detention; and if he will make a statement. [89230] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of this report which raises serious concerns about the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/debtext/120116-0001.htm#12011623000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/debtext/120116-0001.htm#12011623000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/text/120116w0006.htm#1201172000096
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/text/120116w0006.htm#1201172000096
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treatment of children in Israeli detention facilities. We await to see how the UN 
responds. The treatment of children in detention in Israel is an issue of concern to 
the UK. Together with EU partners, the UK monitors the situation with regard to all 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons and raises our concerns with the Israeli 
Government as appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/text/120116w0
006.htm#1201172000097  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mrs Grant: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the Israeli Government on the number of checkpoints 
in the Gaza Strip. [89499] 

Alistair Burt: I visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) on 8 
to 10 January 2012, my third visit in the past year. During my visit, I discussed 
movement and access issues, including those relating to checkpoints, with the 
Israeli authorities. The Secretary of State for International Development, my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Sutton Coldfield (Mr Mitchell), visited the region on 
17-18 December 2011, including the Gaza Strip, and discussed movement and 
access issues across the OPTs. 

Mrs Grant: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the operation of checkpoints in the Gaza Strip; and if 
he will make a statement. [89500] 

Alistair Burt: I visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) on 8 
to 10 January 2012, my third visit in the past year, during which I discussed 
movement and access issues, including those relating to checkpoints, with the 
Israeli authorities. The Secretary of State for International Development, my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Sutton Coldfield (Mr Mitchell) visited the region on 17-
18 December 2011, including the Gaza Strip, and discussed movement and 
access issues across the OPTs.  Our ambassador to Tel Aviv raises these 
concerns regularly with Israeli authorities. The issue of restrictions on Gaza was 
also formally raised by the UK at the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee meeting of 
donors in New York on 18 September 2011 both in the plenary session and in 
bilateral meetings with the Israeli delegation in the margins of the main event. We 
continue to work closely with the Quartet and EU partners, and to call on Israel to 
ease restrictions on access. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120116/text/120116w0
006.htm#1201172000099  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary urges bold steps in Middle East peace talks 
… the Foreign Secretary said: “President Abbas and I had a comprehensive discussion 
about the prospects for peace. I welcomed the talks taking place in Jordan between 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority, and congratulated the President for the decision to 
engage in them as well as for his unwavering commitment to peace. I stressed the 
importance Britain attaches to a secure and universally recognised Israel living alongside 
a sovereign and viable Palestinian state, based on the borders of 1967, with Jerusalem 
the future capital of both states, and a fair settlement for refugees. Events in the Middle 
East and North Africa over the last year have given even more urgency to a return to 
negotiations on this basis. What we now need to see are bold steps to achieve peace 
based on concrete proposals. That has to be our focus.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=716570082  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Court of Human Rights 

Diplomatic assurances will protect Abu Qatada from torture but he cannot be 
deported to Jordan while there remains a real risk that evidence obtained by 
torture will be used against him 
… The European Court of Human Rights held, unanimously, that, if Mr Othman were 
deported to Jordan: 

 There would be no violation of Article 3 (prohibition of torture or inhuman or 
degrading treatment) of the European Convention on Human Rights; 

 There would be no violation of Article 5 (right to liberty and security) of the 
Convention; but that 

 There would be a violation of Article 6 (right to a fair trial), given the real risk of the 
admission of evidence obtained by torture at his retrial. 

 The Court also held, unanimously, that there had been no violation of Article 13 
 (right to an effective remedy). 

This is the first time that the Court has found that an expulsion would be in violation of 
Article 6, which reflects the international consensus that the use of evidence obtained 
through torture makes a fair trial impossible. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB861
42BF01C1166DEA398649&key=95711&sessionId=84991995&skin=hudoc-pr-
en&attachment=true  
 

To read the judgement see 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=html&documentId=898552&portal=hbk
m&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649  

 
 

European Parliament 

Martin Schulz elected President of the European Parliament 
MEPs elected Martin Schulz to be the new European Parliament president with 387 votes 
in favour out of 670 cast. The … German MEP will lead the European parliament for two 
and half years, until the beginning of the next legislature in July 2014. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120113IPR35350/html/Mart
in-Schulz-elected-President-of-the-European-Parliament  

 

 

Charity Commission 

Risk Framework 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/Library/risk_framework.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 

http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=95711&sessionId=84991995&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=95711&sessionId=84991995&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=95711&sessionId=84991995&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=html&documentId=898552&portal=hbkm&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=html&documentId=898552&portal=hbkm&source=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120113IPR35350/html/Martin-Schulz-elected-President-of-the-European-Parliament
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120113IPR35350/html/Martin-Schulz-elected-President-of-the-European-Parliament
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/Library/risk_framework.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
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** Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0260/amend/pbc2601601a.3975-3976.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom Of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/  
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