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Israel 

Downing Street 

PM "Britain and the Palestinian Authority have very good and strong relations." 
Prime Minister David Cameron: “Well, it’s a great pleasure to welcome President Abbas 
back to Number 10 Downing Street.  Britain and the Palestinian Authority have very good 
and strong relations and last year we upgraded our diplomatic relations with the 
Palestinian Authority. 
Britain wants to see a two-state solution come about.  We are passionate about this; we 
do everything we can to push and promote this agenda at every available opportunity. … 
Obviously, as a friend of Israel and a friend of the Palestinian Authority and the 
Palestinian people, we want to see a strong, democratic, peaceful Israel alongside a 
strong, democratic and peaceful Palestine.  … We think that time, in some ways, is 
running out for the two-state solution unless we can push forward now, because 
otherwise the facts on the ground will make it more and more difficult, which is why the 
settlement issue remains so important. … 
President Mahmoud Abbas (via interpreter): “… I would like to thank you also on behalf 
of the populace, on your stance vis-á-vis Palestine, on your support for the solution which 
we also – the two-state solution. …  
Of course, time is of the essence; there must be speed, we must be fast in achieving 
those things because the settlements and the whole thing will go on … Settlements have 
to stop in order for us to be able to continue our negotiations; to come to some sort of 
solution and a solution which will encompass the vision of the Palestinian state to come 
in the future.  
I personally know very well that you have a very balanced relationship, be that towards 
Israel or the Palestinian Authority.  … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/abbas-transcript/  

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office gives update on human rights in countries of concern:  
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
The UK welcomes Israel’s decision on 4 October to raise the age of legal majority for 
Palestinian children in the Israeli military justice system. … We continue to lobby for 
further improvements, including a reduction in the number of arrests that occur at night 
and the introduction of audio-visual recording of interrogations. … 
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The UK remains concerned by legislation proposed in the Israeli Knesset that would limit 
foreign funding of NGOs. … We are also concerned about draft legislation to ban 
mosques from using loudspeakers during the call to prayer. 
The previous three months saw a worrying number of “price tag” attacks apparently 
carried out by extreme right-wing groups, including vandalism of Muslim and Christian 
cemeteries in Jaffa, hate graffiti on the homes and offices of Peace Now activists, and 
arson attacks on mosques. … We welcome the Israeli government’s statements that it is 
determined to deal with the perpetrators of these attacks and bring them to justice. 
We continue to monitor and lobby on the Praver Plan which authorises the relocation of 
30,000 Bedouin from unrecognised villages. We have raised our concerns with the Israeli 
government. 
The tragic death of Palestinian protester Mustapha Tamimi on 9 December underlines our 
concerns about the policing of demonstrations in the West Bank.  … 
A cousin of Mustapha Tamimi, Basem, is still in prison while his trial continues for inciting 
protests in the same village.  The UK and our European Partners are concerned that his 
arrest was intended to put pressure on the non-violent protest movement, and have 
designated Basem a ‘Human Rights Defender’.   … 
To read the update in full see 
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-in-countries-of-concern/israel-
and-the-opts/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
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Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom Of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/  
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