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New Year Honours List   

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Mike Whine (CST) and Karen Pollock (HET) who have been awarded 
MBEs in the New Year Honours, and to Gerald Ronson who has been awarded a CBE. 
 

 

 
 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Prevent Strategy 
Diana Johnson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
responsibilities in respect of the Prevent Strategy have been transferred from her 
Department to the Department for Communities and Local Government since 7 June 
2011. [88426] 

James Brokenshire: There has been no transfer of responsibilities in respect of 
the Prevent Strategy from the Home Office to the Department of Communities and 
Local Government since that date. 

Diana Johnson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
mechanisms she has put in place to ensure co-operation between her Department and 
the Department for Communities and Local Government on the Prevent Strategy. 
[88430] 

James Brokenshire: Home Office Ministers have regular meetings with 
ministerial colleagues and my officials work closely with officials in the Department 
for Communities and Local Government (DCLG). DCLG are members of the 
Prevent Sub Board which oversees the delivery of the Prevent Strategy. 

Diana Johnson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what funding 
allocated to the Prevent Strategy has been transferred from her Department to the 
Department for Communities and Local Government during financial year 2011-12; and 
what such funding will be transferred in financial year 2012-13. [88431] 

James Brokenshire: The Home Office has not transferred any funding related to 
the Prevent strategy to the Department for Communities and Local Government 
this financial year. We are not aware that any transfer of Prevent funding is 
planned for 2012-13. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120110/text/120110w0
007.htm#1201116000073  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120110/text/120110w0007.htm#1201116000073
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120110/text/120110w0007.htm#1201116000073
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Vetting 
Steve Brine: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether she plans 
to introduce annual subscription fees for volunteers who undergo portable Criminal 
Records Bureau checks. [87664] 

Lynne Featherstone: We are committed to reducing the barriers to volunteering 
and regular Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) checks will remain free of charge for 
volunteers. The decision on whether volunteers will have to pay for the new on-
line service is still under consideration. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120110/text/120110w0
007.htm#1201116000079  

 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Question 
UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
Mr Lyttle asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister for their assessment of the 
UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) recommendations to 
the UK that it (i) take immediate action to ensure a single equality law and Bill of Rights 
are adopted in Northern Ireland or that the Equality Act 2010 is extended to Northern 
Ireland; (ii) examine whether the legislative and policy framework for dealing with the 
situation in Northern Ireland could not benefit by beingunderpinned by the standards, 
duties and actions prescribed by the ICERD and the Durban Declaration and Programme 
of Action on inter-sectionality between ethnic origin, religion, and other forms of 
discrimination; and (iii) inform the Committee in its next report of the results of its 
examination of the advisability of adopting such an approach towards the fight against 
sectarianism and racism, while also reporting directly on measures to address racial 
discrimination experienced by vulnerable ethnic minority groups in Northern Ireland. 
(AQW 5101/11-15) 

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness: (i) We are currently considering the 
options for legislative reform and no decision has been taken on a single Equality 
Bill. We continue to keep the broad spectrum of equality legislation under review 
and are committed to the principle of equality for all people. Our officials continue 
to assess and keep us informed of developments elsewhere in relation to 
proposals for equality legislation. We need to ensure that residents here enjoy the 
same protections as others across the European Union and beyond. We will, 
therefore, consider fully the comments made by the Committee in deciding the 
future shape of equality legislation here. … 
(ii) We do not dispute that sectarianism and racism are directly related and our 
representative made this clear to the UN Committee at its hearing on the UK. It is 
important to state that we cannot hope to tackle racism without tackling 
sectarianism, and vice versa. Both racism and sectarianism have their origins in 
unacceptable attitudes, and find their outlets in unacceptable behaviours. We 
have, of course, very robust and well-developed legislation and policy to address 
sectarianism, racism and other forms of discrimination and we will be very happy 
to report on these measures to the Committee at the next reporting round. 
However, we are clear that there is still a need to distinguish and single out the 
issues that relate specifically to the conflict that took place and to address its 
specific manifestations. We believe that this is a more effective way of addressing 
the problems than by conflating all issues relating to race and religion, where we 
might miss the causes, effects and solutions required by the particular 
circumstances in which the sectarianism or racism takes place.  
(iii) We will be very happy to report back to the CERD Committee on the results of 
the examination mentioned under paragraph (ii) at the next reporting round. 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer%20Book/111223.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120110/text/120110w0007.htm#1201116000079
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120110/text/120110w0007.htm#1201116000079
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer%20Book/111223.pdf
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Louise Mensch (2566) Holocaust Memorial Day 2012 – That this House notes that 
on 27 January 2012 the UK will observe Holocaust Memorial Day, the 67th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, where an estimated 1.1 million people were 
murdered; further notes that the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2012 is Speak Up, 
Speak Out encouraging each of us to take responsibility for challenging hatred and 
prejudice today; pays tribute to the commitment of Holocaust survivors who share their 
experiences with young people across the country; acknowledges the importance of the 
Holocaust Educational Trust's work in schools across the UK and in particular the 
Lessons from Auschwitz Project, which has so far given over 17,000 students and 
teachers the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau; also pays tribute to the Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust for organising this year's Holocaust Memorial Day commemorations; 
further notes that a Book of Commitment will be placed in the corridor between the 
Members' Cloakroom and Members' Staircase between the hours of 14.30 and 16.30 
from 16 January until 26 January; and urges all right hon. and hon. Members to sign the 
Book and observe the day, so that the appalling events of the Holocaust are always 
understood by future generations. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2566  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they are making to 
the Government of Israel about their approval (a) of a new permanent neighbourhood 
and a farm near the West Bank colony of Efrat, and (b) for 40 houses at Givat Hadagan. 
[HL14423] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), the 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) and our 
ambassador to Tel Aviv have all raised the issue of settlements with the Israeli 
authorities. 
We have repeatedly made clear, publicly and privately to the Israeli Government, 
that Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are illegal under 
international law and deeply counterproductive to efforts to bring a lasting peace 
to the Middle East conflict. 
On 20 December, the Foreign Secretary issued the following statement 
condemning the announcement by the Israeli Government to publish tenders for 
1,028 additional housing units in the settlements of Har Homa, Beitar Illit and 
Givat Ze'ev and of its plans to expand the settlement of Efrat: 
"I condemn the latest Israeli announcements of plans to expand its settlements in 
East Jerusalem and the West Bank. These are only the most recent in a steady 
drip of announcements of new or expanded settlements-all of which are illegal 
under international law and which make it ever harder to achieve the common 
goal  of  international  efforts:  a contiguous  Palestinian state living side-by-side in  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2566
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security with Israel with Jerusalem as a shared capital. I strongly urge the Israeli 
Government to revoke these decisions which are wrong and deeply 
counterproductive." 

 Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the quartet has made an 
assessment of the extent to which Israel complies with its obligations under the 1951 
United Nations convention relating to the status of refugees, in respect of Africans 
entering Israel and claiming asylum; and if not, whether they will encourage it to do 
so.[HL14424] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are not aware of the quartet making such an 
assessment. The objective of the quartet is to promote an end to the Israel-
Palestine conflict and bring stability to the Middle East. 
Israel's compliance with the United Nations convention of 1951 goes beyond this 
objective, therefore, the Government are unable to encourage the quartet to make 
such an assessment. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will discuss with the 
Government of Israel the fire at an Israeli plastics factory in the West Bank near Tulkarm, 
and the location of potentially dangerous factories in the West Bank, together with the 
means of disposal for toxic effluents.[HL14425] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Officials at our embassy Tel Aviv and our Consulate-
General in Jerusalem are aware of the fire that broke out at an industrial factory 
on 9 December near the West Bank village of Tulkarm, and of reports that this 
was caused when explosives were thrown in the area. They are also aware of 
concerns raised over the environmental impact of the factories. We understand 
that the Israeli authorities are investigating the fire. Our officials have not 
discussed the issue with the Israeli authorities at this stage, but will continue to 
monitor the situation closely. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the comments by Israel's Deputy Foreign 
Minister that Israel may discontinue infrastructure support in the Gaza Strip if Hamas and 
Fatah form a unity Government.[HL14434] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have not raised these specific comments with the 
Israeli Government. However, our officials in our embassy in Tel Aviv have 
discussed Palestinian reconciliation and Gaza with Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ayalon on a number of occasions, most recently on 28 November. 
The UK will judge any future Palestinian unity Government by their actions and 
their readiness to work for peace. We have been clear that the Palestinian 
Authority should be composed of independent figures, uphold the principle of non-
violence, be committed to a negotiated two-state solution, and accept previous 
agreements of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120110w0002.htm#120
11062001836  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the internal report sent to the European External Action Service by the deputy heads 
of European Union embassies in Tel Aviv, which concluded, "We should see Israel's 
treatment of its minorities as a core issue, not second tier to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict".[HL14438] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The Government firmly believe that Israel's treatment 
of its minorities is a core issue.  
The rights of minority citizens in any country are fundamental. We are concerned 
that Israel's minority Arab population, including Bedouin Arab minorities, are 
suffering institutional, legal and societal inequality and discrimination. 
We continue to monitor legislation that could have negative repercussions on 
Israel's minorities. We have  lobbied the  Israeli  Government at a  senior  level on  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120110w0002.htm#12011062001836
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120110w0002.htm#12011062001836
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the potential discriminatory repercussions of these bills. 
The UK attaches the highest importance to the values set out in Israel's 
Declaration of Independence and basic laws guaranteeing equal treatment to all 
its citizens, regardless of religion or background. We are concerned by anything 
that detracts from these, nothing should be done to prejudice Israel's non-Jewish 
citizens or to discriminate against people on the basis of their race or religion 
Our ambassador in Tel Aviv has repeatedly raised our concerns about the 
treatment of the Arab minority in Israel and the signals that various measures 
including the treatment of demonstrators send. We have also allocated £225,000 
in support of projects which aim to redress this marginalisation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120110w0002.htm#120
11062001837  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the new Israeli military checkpoint 
established outside Shu'fat refugee camp.[HL14435] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We regularly raise our concerns over access issues in and around 
East Jerusalem with the Israeli authorities. Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv 
discussed the Shu'fat checkpoint with the Israeli authorities in December. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government, in the light of the statement by the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, occupied Palestinian 
territory, that the weekly average of settler attacks against Palestinians has increased by 
40 per cent in 2011, whether they will ask the Government of Israel what steps they are 
taking to deal with this issue in the West Bank.[HL14436] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Officials in our Embassy Tel Aviv have raised our 
concerns regarding settler violence with the Israeli authorities. We have called on 
all sides to do all that they can to prevent loss of innocent life, to bring the 
perpetrators of crimes to justice and to reduce current tensions. 
As the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) 
said in his statement of 17 December: 
"I condemn the burning of the Nebi Akasha mosque in West Jerusalem and the 
Burqa mosque in the West Bank. These are deliberately provocative attacks on 
places of worship, designed to aggravate tensions. 
"We welcome the clear condemnation of the attacks by Israeli leaders, and the 
stated intention of the Israeli government to bring the perpetrators to justice. The 
package of measures announced by Prime Minister Netanyahu in response to 
settler violence is a welcome step forward. We look forward to seeing the results 
of these measures, and to seeing those behind the violence punished under law". 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120110w0002.htm#120
11062001838  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the contribution of the Minister for Europe of 14 December 2011, Official 
Report, column 304WH, on Israel, under which international laws settlements are illegal. 
[88406] 

Alistair Burt: Settlements are illegal under the Fourth Geneva Convention of 
1949, to which Israel is a state party. Articles 47-78 of this convention impose 
substantial obligations on occupying powers. As well as numerous provisions for 
the general welfare of the inhabitants of an occupied territory, an occupier may 
not forcibly deport protected persons, or deport or transfer parts of its own civilian 
population into occupied territory (Art.49). 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120110w0002.htm#12011062001837
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120110w0002.htm#12011062001837
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120110w0002.htm#12011062001838
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120110w0002.htm#12011062001838
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The Occupied Palestinian Territories were not lawfully part of the state of Israel at 
its creation or at any point thereafter, and we consider that the level of control that 
Israel retains over the territories amounts to occupation under international law. 
The Supreme Court of Israel has previously found that the West Bank is held in 
belligerent occupation. And the International Court of Justice has held that the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem are occupied territories and that the Fourth 
Geneva Convention applies. The legal arguments for that finding can be found in 
the full record of the advisory opinion. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120110/text/120110w0
004.htm#12011076000061  
 

The Minister for Europe’s contribution to the Westminster Hall debate, referred to 
above, can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/halltext/111214
h0001.htm#11121484000002  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt meets Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister 
Danny Ayalon 
UK Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt and Israel's Deputy Foreign Minister Danny 
Ayalon held a productive meeting in Jerusalem today to discuss developments in the 
region including the renewed contacts between Israel and the Palestinian Authority … 
The ministers also discussed key elements of the bilateral relationship, including rapidly 
increasing trade figures, the shared goal of building a UK/Israel partnership in high tech, 
and ambitious plans to strengthen UK-Israel scientific collaboration. … 
They discussed in particular the threat posed by Iran’s nuclear ambitions, especially in 
light of Iran beginning to enrich uranium to 20% at the Fordo nuclear enrichment plant. 
Mr. Burt updated Mr. Ayalon on British plans to step up economic pressure through 
tougher sanctions, including on Iranian oil and the UK’s previous action to sever financial 
ties with all Iranian financial institutions including the Iranian Central Bank. 
Speaking after the meeting Minister Burt said: "I am delighted to be visiting Israel for the 
third time in a year, as we work to strengthen the long-standing friendship between the 
UK and Israel. Deputy Minister Ayalon and I had productive meeting today that 
emphasised our close partnership. I expressed Britain’s support for the talks currently 
underway in Amman. I hope that both sides will seize this opportunity to move forward 
towards peace."   
Deputy Minister Ayalon said: "The discussions held today with Minister Burt are another 
example of the strong relationship between our nations, and the shared concerns we 
have over developments in the region, especially concerning the unacceptable steps 
taken by the Iranian authorities towards the development of nuclear weapons which are a 
threat to regional and global stability. The ties between the UK and Israel on a range of 
issues are increasing and I look forward to continuing our discussion when I will meet 
again with Minister Burt in London next week." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressR&id=714007182  
 
Foreign Office Minister reiterates the importance of increasing pressure on Iran 
… In a speech at Bar-Ilan University in Ramat Gan on the challenges of 2012, Minister 
Burt told students that the UK was a leading force in the international campaign to stop 
Iranian nuclear proliferation. … The Minister … made clear that sanctions were "for now 
the best tool we have to achieve our shared goal [of stopping the Iranian nuclear 
programme]." Britain, he said, will continue to pursue a "dual-track approach of 
increasingly tough economic sanctions while remaining open to dialogue with Tehran." 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120110/text/120110w0004.htm#12011076000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120110/text/120110w0004.htm#12011076000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/halltext/111214h0001.htm#11121484000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/halltext/111214h0001.htm#11121484000002
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressR&id=714007182
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… the Minister gave an overview of where Britain sees the region one year on from the 
Arab Spring. He said that he understood that these regional changes meant that some in 
Israel were apprehensive about whether now was the right time to make bold decisions 
on the Middle East Peace Process … “My advice would be: if you want stability, if you 
want security, if you want peace with your neighbours, and the best relations with the rest 
of the world, then making a peace deal with the Palestinians is urgent." … 
He reiterated the UK’s view that "Israel will be safer when a viable Palestinian state has 
been achieved". Drawing on his visit to the Qalandiya check point and return to Nabi 
Saleh he make clear that the staus quo cannot continue, stressing the importance of 
Jerusalem as part of a solution to the ongoing conflict. He reiterated the UK’s position on 
settlement building and noted how almost weekly announcements has “a real effect on 
how the world sees Israel". 
Minister Burt praised the bilateral relationship between Israel and the UK … [and] 
announced that final two-way trade and services figures for 2011 were expected to show 
a 25% increase on the previous year, around $7 billion, and highlighted the launch of the 
high-tech partnership, to which both governments are fully committed. 
Finally the Minister said he wanted the number of Israeli students studying in the UK to 
increase significantly. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=714110182  
 
To read a transcript of the speech see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=714151982  
 
FCO Minister welcomes meeting of Palestinian and Israeli negotiators in Jordan  
(4 Jan 2012) 
Commenting on the meeting between Israeli and Palestinian negotiators in Jordan on 3 
January, FCO Minister for the Middle East and North Africa, Alistair Burt said: "I welcome 
the efforts of King Abdullah of Jordan and Jordanian Foreign Minister, Nasser Judeh, to 
bring the parties together under the framework of the Quartet statement of 23 September. 
The announcement of further planned meetings is a positive development. We call on 
both sides to take this opportunity and show the political leadership and courage needed 
to break the current impasse and make progress towards a negotiated two-state 
solution." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=711821282  
 
Foreign Office Minister: Jerusalem decision is provocative and deeply counter-
productive (30 Dec 2011) 
Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt has condemned the decision to build additional 
structures in the Palestinian neighbourhood of Silwan, and housing in Gilo. 
Speaking today the Foreign Office Minister said: “I condemn the decision by the 
Jerusalem Local Planning and Building Committee to build additional structures in the 
Palestinian neighbourhood of Silwan, and housing in the settlement of Gilo.  This is 
another provocative and deeply counter-productive step, the latest in a series by the 
Israeli authorities.  Continued systematic settlement construction makes it ever harder to 
achieve the common goal of international efforts: a contiguous Palestinian state living 
side-by-side with a secure Israel, with Jerusalem as a shared capital.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=710332582  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=714110182
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=714151982
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=711821282
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=710332582
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Other Relevant Information 

The Commission on Assisted Dying 

Final Report: “The current legal status of assisted dying is inadequate and 
incoherent …” 
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/CoAD_-_web.pdf?1325710486  
 
 

Runnymede Trust (and others) 
Are You Saying I’m Racist?    
http://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/PVR_Full%20Report.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
** Proposals for A Freedom Of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
** Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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