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Home Affairs 

Communities and Local Government 

2009-10 Citizenship Survey: Race, Religion and Equalities Topic Report 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/2056245.pdf  
 
2009-10 Citizenship Survey: Community Spirit Topic Report 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/2056236.pdf  
 
2009-10 Citizenship Survey: Community Action Topic Report 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/2056233.pdf  
 
Communities Minister wishes all Jews a happy Hanukkah 
Communities Minister Andrew Stunell sends a message of good wishes to Jews all over 
the UK: http://www.communities.gov.uk/newsstories/corporate/2055378"At the special 
time of Hanukkah, when families and friends come together in the dark winter evenings to 
light the menorah, their candles don't simply light up the house: they are a symbol to the 
whole world of the endurance of faith and hope. I wish all Jewish communities a very 
happy and peaceful Hanukkah." Hanukkah commemorates the victory of the Jews over 
the Hellenist Syrians in 165 BCE. Also known as the Festival of Lights, a candle is lit for 
each of the eight days of the festival. 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/newsstories/corporate/2055378  

 
 

Department of Health 

Advice on appointing health care chaplains in hospitals 
New arrangements for the appointment of health care chaplains will come into place from 
3 January 2012. A panel of health care chaplaincy appointment advisers drawn from the 
different religions and faiths in England will be established from whom advisers can be 
recommended to trusts, who seek assistance in the complex process of appointing full 
time chaplains to acute and mental health hospitals. 
Chief executives will wish to consider these new arrangements, and the importance of 
providing access to faith communities to support the spiritual wellbeing of patients and 
staff, when commissioning services. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/12/appointing-healthcare-chaplains/  
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Letter: New arrangements for provision of Health Care Chaplaincy Appointment 
Advisers 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/d
h_131924.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are providing funds for the 
Palestinian Trauma Centre in Gaza.[HL14291] 

Baroness Northover: The UK does not fund the Palestinian Trauma Centre in 
Gaza. However, through our funding to the Palestinian Authority and the UN Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA), the UK helps provide public healthcare to 
Palestinians in Gaza, including trauma counselling. 25,000 refugee children are 
receiving counselling through UNRWA's psychosocial support services. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
extent of post-traumatic stress disorder symptoms amongst children and mothers of young 
children in Gaza.[HL14292] 

Baroness Northover: The UK has not made a specific assessment of the extent of 
post-traumatic stress (PTS) in children and mothers of young children living in 
Gaza. The latest report by the non-governmental organisation Gaza Community 
Mental Health Programme in 2010 found that 57 per cent of children are still 
reporting moderate reactions to trauma with another 11 per cent reporting severe 
reactions. It also showed that PTS among families remains high at 45 per cent and 
that in addition to children, older people and people with disabilities were 
particularly vulnerable to psychiatric problems. A full copy of the report is available 
at www.gcmhp.net. The UK supports both the Palestinian Authority and the UN 
Relief and Works Agency to provide healthcare in Gaza, including psychosocial 
services. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111220w0001.htm#11122
069001287  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns Israeli announcement on settlements 
Foreign Secretary has condemned the announcement by the Israeli Government to publish 
tenders for 1,028 additional housing units in the settlements of Har Homa, Beitar Illit and 
Givat Ze'ev and of its plans to expand the settlement of Erfat. 
Speaking today the Foreign Secretary said: “I condemn the latest Israeli announcements of 
plans to expand its settlements in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. These are only the 
most recent in a steady drip of announcements of new or expanded settlements - all of 
which are illegal under international law and which make it ever harder to achieve the 
common goal of international efforts: a contiguous Palestinian state living side-by-side in 
security with Israel with Jerusalem as a shared capital. I strongly urge the Israeli 
Government to revoke these decisions which are wrong and deeply counter-productive.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=708019682  
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United Nations 
Senior UN official laments lack of progress in Israeli-Palestinian peace process 
The realization of a two-State solution for Israelis and Palestinians has not advanced, with 
violent incidents erupting at a worrying rate over the past month, a senior United Nations 
official warned today. “As the year draws to a close, the situation on the ground is 
deteriorating and the path towards peace remains dangerously uncertain,” Oscar 
Fernandez-Taranco, Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, told the Security 
Council during a monthly briefing on the situation in the Middle East. 
“We must not allow these negative dynamics to prevail – too much is at stake. Our 
challenge remains to assist the parties to overcome them,” he said, citing the need to de-
escalate the situation, return to direct talks with serious proposals on borders and security, 
and to stop provocations. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40798&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
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