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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the government of Israel about its closing of some radio broadcasts by All for Peace as 
from 17 November.[HL14062] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of reports that radio station Kol Hashalom stopped 
broadcasting on 19 November after a request from the Israeli Police and 
Communications Ministry. We understand the radio station is appealing the 
decision in Israeli courts. Our officials in Israel have not made representations on 
this specific case, which is subject to a judicial process. However, they will 
continue to monitor the situation.  

Lord Stoddart of Swindon: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Lord Howell of Guildford on 30 November (WA 75), whether they will propose 
to the United Nations that they seek details from Israel of any stocks and types of nuclear 
weapons and their ability to produce such weapons.[HL14139] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have no plans to propose to the United Nations 
that they seek details from Israel of any stocks and types of weapons and their 
ability to produce such weapons, but are committed to a Middle East free of 
weapons of mass destruction. We are taking steps to achieve this through our co-
sponsorship of the Middle East Weapons of Mass Destruction-Free Zone 
Conference resolution, and have encouraged all parties, including Israel, to 
engage constructively. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#111
21924000913  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government how much funding the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office will have provided in 2011 to promote joint business 
initiatives between Israelis and Palestinians. [HL14049] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) has not funded any 
joint business initiatives between Israeli and Palestinian groups during 2011. 
The FCO's Middle East and North Africa Conflict Pool has funded a number of 
Israeli  Arab  business   initiatives,   including   £55,000   to   support   Israeli  Arab  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#11121924000913
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#11121924000913
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involvement in the Israeli high-tech sector. The aim is to support Israeli Arab high-
tech entrepreneurs by helping them build commercial relationships and establish 
networks of relationships and partnerships with the objective of providing 
employment opportunities within Arab communities. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government how much funding the 
European Union provided to coexistence projects between Israelis and Palestinians in 
2011.[HL14050] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office do not hold 
the information that the noble Lord requests. We recommend the question might 
be directed to the European External Action Service. My officials will be in contact 
with his Lordship's office to provide the relevant contact details. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government how much funding in 
2011 the European Union provided to aid and promote joint business initiatives between 
Israelis and Palestinians.[HL14051] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office do not hold 
the information that the noble Lord requests. We recommend the question might 
be directed to the European External Action Service. My officials will be in contact 
with his Lordship's office to provide the relevant contact details. … 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make 
representations to the Palestinian Authority about their decision to stop the transfer of 
sick children to hospitals in Israel, as reported by the Palestinian Centre for Human 
Rights.[HL14102] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are aware of the reports that two Gazan children 
have recently died because the Palestinian Ministry of Health did not authorise 
their treatment in an Israeli hospital. These were tragic deaths. Our officials in 
Israel have not so far raised this issue with the Palestinian Authority. 
We understand this to be a financial decision based on the high cost of sending 
Palestinian children to another country for hospital treatment-in this case Israel. 
The Palestinian Authority remains in the midst of a serious financial crisis. The 
balancing of budgets against treatment costs is a problem faced by all 
Governments and it is for individual Governments to decide where that balance 
lies. If we had evidence that this decision was of a political nature we would, of 
course, raise it immediately and at the highest level. 
The circumstances and sad deaths of these two children are a further reason for 
the urgent resolution of talks between Israel and Palestine, and the conclusion of 
a two-state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#111
21924000914  
 

Palestine 
Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations 
they have made to Palestinian Authority leaders to encourage the resumption of peace 
negotiations.[HL14047] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We make regular representations to the Palestinian leadership to 
encourage the resumption of peace negotiations. 
We believe that there is a need to make urgent progress on a two-state solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict before the window for such a solution closes. We 
believe that Israel's security and the realisation of the Palestinians' right to 
statehood are not opposing goals. On the contrary they are intimately intertwined 
objectives. 
For more detail on the Government's position on this issue, I refer the noble Lord 
to the Statement made by the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for Richmond  (Yorks)  (Mr Hague)  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#11121924000914
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#11121924000914
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to the other place on 28 November 2011, Official Report, columns 689-690. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#111
21924000925  
 

The statement referred to in the above answer can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/11112
8-0001.htm#1111286000209  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Northover on 5 December (WA 117), when they expect the quota of trucks 
entering Gaza for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees to 
be increased, so as to allow the completion of approved new schools.[HL14106] 

Baroness Northover: Israel has said that the crossing capacity for imports into 
Gaza will increase from 300 truckloads per day to 450 truckloads per day by the 
end of the year, of which 160 will be construction materials. The United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) currently requests up to 100 truckloads of 
construction materials per day. However, approval procedures by Israel means 
that, on average, UNRWA only receives approval to import 50 truckloads per day. 
We would expect that with an increase in crossing capacity, there will also be an 
increase in the number of truckloads of construction materials that UNRWA can 
import into Gaza. The UK will continue to press the Israeli authorities to further 
ease movement and access restrictions into Gaza to enable UNRWA and other 
agencies to complete reconstruction projects. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#111
21924000899  
 

 

United Nations 

Israel / OPT: UN expert calls for freedom of expression for minority views and 
dissenting opinions 
United Nations Special Rapporteur Frank La Rue urged the authorities of Israel and the 
occupied Palestinian territory to lift all restrictions to freedom of expression, stressing that 
“truly democratic societies are measured by their respect of human rights, and in 
particular the right to freedom of expression as a ‘facilitator’ of all other rights.” “Freedom 
of expression does not only include expression of views that are widely accepted by the 
majority of the population or reflect the Government’s policies, but also minority views 
and dissenting opinions,” he said at the end of a 12-day fact-finding mission to Gaza, the 
West Bank and Israel. “The right to freedom of expression only becomes a reality if 
everyone has equal opportunity to enjoy it.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=11731&LangID=E  
 
UNICEF welcomes Israel’s release of Palestinian child detainees 
The United Nations Children’s Fund welcomed the release of 55 Palestinian child 
detainees by Israel yesterday as part of a prisoner swap deal struck two months ago, and 
said it looked forward to more advancements on this issue. “We welcome this release of 
children by the Israeli authorities and we look forward to further progress on the issue of 
child detainees,” said Jean Gough, UNICEF Special Representative in the occupied 
Palestinian territory. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40777&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Lebanon 
Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their latest 
assessment of Hezbollah's military capabilities in southern Lebanon.[HL14084] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We assess that since the end of the 2006 Lebanon conflict Hezbollah 
has replenished its holdings of short-range and long-range rockets and missiles. 
Hezbollah themselves claim to possess significant military capabilities. Public 
reports suggest that Hezbollah have made preparations for conflict and have 
military capability in built up areas south of the Litani. 
United National Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1701 calls for a full 
ceasefire, including no weapons south of the Litani River. We remain concerned 
by reports of weapons transfers to Hezbollah and Hezbollah's own claims of 
military capabilities. 
The Prime Minister, my right honourable friend the Member for Witney (Mr 
Cameron) raised the importance of full implementation of UNSCR 1701 with 
Lebanese Prime Minister Miqati on 7 November. We continue to raise this issue at 
senior level with the Lebanese, Syrian and Israeli Governments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#111
21924000915  
 

Turkey 
… Mr Denis MacShane (Rotherham) (Lab): Does the Minister agree that Turkey and 
Israel are the only two functioning democracies in the region—and will he therefore 
increase contact and co-operation with the military in both those countries, particularly 
with a view to containing, or indeed confronting, an Iranian nuclear bomb threat? 

Mr Howarth: I can tell the right hon. Gentleman, who has considerable 
experience of foreign affairs, that we already co-operate closely with both Turkey 
and Israel. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111219/debtext/11121
9-0001.htm#1112195000016  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#11121924000915
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111219w0001.htm#11121924000915
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111219/debtext/111219-0001.htm#1112195000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111219/debtext/111219-0001.htm#1112195000016
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
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Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century 
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-
1911.pdf 

TOP 
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