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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Marriages and Civil Partnerships (Approved Premises) (Amendment) Regulations 
2011: Motion to Annul 
includes: 
col 1409  Baroness O'Cathain: … The purpose of my Prayer is to address the widely 
held concerns that the regulations threaten religious freedom. … The regulations are 
intended to create an entirely voluntary system for places of worship that wish to register 
civil partnerships. That is the intention and I do not doubt the Government's sincerity, but 
senior lawyers advise that the interplay between the regulations and equality law could 
result in legal pressure on churches that do not want to register civil partnerships. … 
The regulations themselves do not force churches to register civil partnerships on their 
premises, but offer an opt-in system whereby faith groups wishing to register civil 
partnerships have the freedom to do so. The regulations contain this statement: "Nothing 
in these Regulations places an obligation on a proprietor or trustee of religious premises 
to make an application for approval of those premises as a place at which two people 
may register as civil partners". 
But I am afraid that this statement is meaningless, because it only protects against 
obligations in these regulations. … it is not the regulations under the Civil Partnership Act 
that have the potential to place an obligation. The churches need protection not from the 
regulation under that Act, but from that under the Equality Act. … 
The courts are unlikely to view [civil partnership and marriage] as two entirely separate 
services. They have already ruled, in the Ladele case, that being willing to register 
marriages, but unwilling to register civil partnerships, is discrimination. … 

 

col 1414  Lord Alli: … This provision is all about religious freedom. It is about allowing 
churches and religious organisations the freedom to decide whether or not they wish to 
host civil partnerships. It is about removing the civil law from those discussions. It is 
about allowing each faith to decide for itself what is best for it and its congregation. It is 
fundamentally about religious freedom. … If you cherish religious freedom, there is a 
bigger principle at stake-the principle that means allowing the Quakers, the Liberal Jews 
or the Unitarian Church to make their own decisions on civil partnerships in their own 
religious buildings. … 

 

col 1420  Lord Falconer of Thoroton: My unequivocal view … is that … no 
discrimination proceedings can be brought under the Equality Act or under the 
convention in English law as a result of a church saying no to civil partnerships being 
solemnised on their premises.  That is the problem and I am absolutely clear that there is  
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no possibility of discrimination legislation, based on the Equality Act, as a result of the 
drafting of Section 202. … 

 

col 1423  Lord Mackay of Clashfern: … To my mind, this issue can be completely set to 
rest by a simple amendment. Instead of saying "nothing in this Act shall", the provision 
would say "nothing in this or any other Act shall". The Government could do that without 
difficulty because I am sure we are all agreed that we mean to exclude any attack on the 
basis of the Equality Act. …  

 

col 1425 Lord Pannick: … if there were any ambiguity in the Equality Act … a court 
would interpret the Equality Act by reference to the right under the European Convention 
on Human Rights and by reference to Section 13 of the Human Rights Act, which this 
Parliament enacted, which states that on any question that might affect the exercise by a 
religious organisation of the right to freedom of religion, the court must have particular 
regard to freedom of religion. It is plain beyond argument that the court would therefore 
say that a religious body has no duty to do what would conflict with the religious rights of 
the church or other religious body concerned. … 

 

col 1426  Baroness Deech: Given the protection for religious freedom that the noble 
Lord, Lord Pannick, has just described, why did the Equality Act and the Human Rights 
Act not permit a Jewish school to continue its religious freedom in maintaining the 
definition of Judaism that had prevailed in the Jewish religion for thousands of years? 

  

Lord Pannick: As the noble Baroness knows very well, that case raised completely 
different issues. No specific provision in the Equality Act addressed that question. I have 
to declare an interest. As the noble Baroness well knows, I was the counsel who acted 
for the JFS, the Jewish Free School, in that litigation, and the problem was that there was 
no specific provision. By contrast, the Equality Act addresses this very question and it 
does so in the clearest possible terms. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111215-
0001.htm#11121598001415  
 

col 1444  The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Henley): … It cannot be argued 
that religious organisations could be at risk of successful legal challenge under other 
provisions in the Equality Act 2010 … The regulations, similarly, cannot override primary 
legislation and the primary legislation that enables these regulations makes it clear there 
is no obligation. … 
There are further protections for ministers of religion. As the process is to approve 
premises rather than individuals, it ensures that no ministers will be able to host civil 
partnerships unless the premises they lead the worship at are approved. Ministers also 
benefit from the protections in Schedule 23 to the Equality Act, which allows faith groups 
to restrict the use of their premises on the basis of religious doctrine or the strongly held 
convictions of the religion's followers. 
Finally, other protections exist in the regulations we are debating. When making an 
application for religious premises to be approved, the trustee or proprietor of the 
premises will be required to provide the necessary consent from the governing authority 
of the faith or faith groups using the premises. Where more than one organisation uses 
the premises for worship, all will need to provide their consent to an application being 
made. If one organisation does not consent, the approval would be refused or 
immediately revoked by the local authority. There will also be a period of 21 days for 
public consultation on each application, where the local authority will consider the 
objections.  
The Government consider that this package of protections is comprehensive and 
removes the possibility of legal challenge. … 

 

Motion withdrawn 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111215-0002.htm  
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Downing Street 

Prime Minister’s King James Bible speech 
 … The Bible is a book that has not just shaped our country, but shaped the world.   
And with 3 Bibles sold or given away every second … a book that is not just important in 
understanding our past, but which will continue to have a profound impact in shaping our 
collective future. …  
From human rights and equality to our constitutional monarchy and parliamentary 
democracy, from the role of the church in the first forms of welfare provision, to the many 
modern day faith-led social action projects, the Bible has been a spur to action for people 
of faith throughout history, and it remains so today. Third,  
… we are a Christian country.  And we should not be afraid to say so. Let me be clear: I 
am not in any way saying that to have another faith – or no faith – is somehow wrong. I 
know and fully respect that many people in this country do not have a religion. And I am 
also incredibly proud that Britain is home to many different faith communities, who do so 
much to make our country stronger. But what I am saying is that the Bible has helped to 
give Britain a set of values and morals which make Britain what it is today. 
Values and morals we should actively stand up and defend. The alternative of moral 
neutrality should not be an option. You can’t fight something with nothing.  Because if we 
don’t stand for something, we can’t stand against anything.  …  
… the Judeo-Christian roots of the Bible also provide the foundations for protest and for 
the evolution of our freedom and democracy. The Torah placed the first limits on Royal 
Power. And the knowledge that God created man in his own image was, if you like, a 
game changer for the cause of human dignity and equality.In the ancient world this equity 
was inconceivable. …  
The Bible has helped to shape the values which define our country. … Responsibility, 
hard work, charity, compassion, humility, self-sacrifice, love, pride in working for the 
common good and honouring the social obligations we have to one another, to our 
families and our communities. These are the values we treasure. Yes, they are Christian 
values. And we should not be afraid to acknowledge that.  
But they are also values that speak to us all – to people of every faith and none. … Those 
who oppose this usually make the case for secular neutrality. They argue that by saying 
we are a Christian country and standing up for Christian values we are somehow doing 
down other faiths. And that the only way not to offend people is not to pass judgement on 
their behaviour. I think these arguments are profoundly wrong.  And being clear on this is 
absolutely fundamental to who we are as a people, what we stand for, and the kind of 
society we want to build.  
First, those who say being a Christian country is doing down other faiths simply don’t 
understand that it is easier for people to believe and practise other faiths when Britain 
has confidence in its Christian identity. Many people tell me it is much easier to be Jewish 
or Muslim here in Britain than it is in a secular country like France. … Because the 
tolerance that Christianity demands of our society provides greater space for other 
religious faiths too. And because many of the values of a Christian country are shared by 
people of all faiths and indeed by people of no faith at all. 
Second, those who advocate secular neutrality in order to avoid passing judgement on 
the behaviour of others, fail to grasp the consequences of that neutrality or the role that 
faith can play in helping people to have a moral code. 
Let’s be clear. Faith is neither a necessary nor sufficient condition for morality. There are 
Christians who don’t live by a moral code. And there are atheists and agnostics who do. 
But for people who do have a faith, their faith can be a helpful prod in the right direction. 
And whether inspired by faith or not – that direction, that moral code, matters. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/king-james-bible/  

TOP 
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister condemns attacks on mosques in the West Bank 
… the Foreign Office Minister said: “I condemn the burning of the Nebi Akasha mosque in 
West Jerusalem and the Burqa mosque in the West Bank. These are deliberately 
provocative attacks on places of worship, designed to aggravate tensions. 
“We welcome the clear condemnation of the attacks by Israeli leaders, and the stated 
intention of the Israeli government to bring the perpetrators to justice. The package of 
measures announced by Prime Minister Netanyahu in response to settler violence is a 
welcome step forward. We look forward to seeing the results of these measures, and to 
seeing those behind the violence punished under law.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=707087382  

 
 

Department for International Development 

British Development Secretary visits Gaza and announces support to help address 
education emergency and promote trade 
The UK today announced it would help to tackle the desperate need for school places for 
refugees in Gaza with support for 24,000 children to attend school. Half of these will be 
girls.  British support, through the Palestinian Authority – United Nations Trust Fund, will 
allow the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to construct twelve new 
schools. International Development Secretary Andrew Mitchell visited Gaza for the first 
time to see for himself the work that UNRWA is already doing to address the education 
problems in Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications1/press-
releases/British%20Development%20Secretary%20visits%20Gaza%20and%20announc
es%20support%20to%20help%20address%20education%20emergency%20and%20pro
mote%20trade.pdf  

 
 

European Commission 

The European Commission renews its assistance for the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, supporting vital government functions and refugees 
Today, the European Commission has adopted a new assistance package for the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory for 2012, which amounts to €160.4 million. 
Two thirds of this will go to the Palestinian Authority to help it cover wages and pensions 
for essential civilian workers (particularly medical and teaching staff) and social 
allowances for vulnerable Palestinian families. The funding will also cover arrears of bills 
by the Palestinian Authority to the private sector for medical supplies. The remaining 
amount of €55.4 million will be allocated to the core budget/ general fund of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). UNRWA provides basic health, education 
and social services for a Palestinian refugee population of five million people both 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and in neighbouring states. … 
Catherine Ashton, the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice 
President of the Commission, said: "This decision highlights our commitment to the 
Palestinian people. … 
EU Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy Štefan 
Füle, announcing the adoption of the package said:  "This is a  sign of our  strong political  
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=707087382
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications1/press-releases/British%20Development%20Secretary%20visits%20Gaza%20and%20announces%20support%20to%20help%20address%20education%20emergency%20and%20promote%20trade.pdf
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications1/press-releases/British%20Development%20Secretary%20visits%20Gaza%20and%20announces%20support%20to%20help%20address%20education%20emergency%20and%20promote%20trade.pdf
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications1/press-releases/British%20Development%20Secretary%20visits%20Gaza%20and%20announces%20support%20to%20help%20address%20education%20emergency%20and%20promote%20trade.pdf
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications1/press-releases/British%20Development%20Secretary%20visits%20Gaza%20and%20announces%20support%20to%20help%20address%20education%20emergency%20and%20promote%20trade.pdf
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and financial commitment to build a democratic and viable Palestinian state, as well as to 
contributing to the well-being of the Palestinian refugee community. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1569&format=HTML&ag
ed=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111215-
gc0001.htm#11121597000383  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0099/amend/su099-iibgc.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century 
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
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