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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

New arrangements for information, advice and support on discrimination and 
human rights 
The Government is commissioning a new Equality Advisory and Support Service to 
provide a high-quality service helping individuals in England, Scotland and Wales who 
have problems with discrimination.   It will give expert advice and support, tailored to 
people’s individual circumstances, with a particular focus on  providing in depth support 
to vulnerable and disadvantaged individuals to find early and informal solutions where 
possible. … 
In addition to telephone based support for advice on discrimination, the service will 
provide lay independent advocacy support for people who need face to face help.  If 
someone’s problems cannot be resolved informally or through alternative dispute 
resolution and they do not have access to legal advice, the service will be able to help 
them in preparing to issue a claim. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/government-equality/New-service-
further-info/  
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Holocaust 

European Court of Human Rights 

Property expropriated in East Germany: retroactive amendment of restitution law 
violates heirs’ property rights 
The applicants, nine German nationals, are the heirs of a shopkeeper who, in 1939, 
bought a property made up of plots of land of approximately 3,000 sq.m located in 
Potsdam-Babelsberg from a Berlin-based company. The original owners of the land were 
Jewish and had been forced to sell it under the Nazi regime in 1938; they died, having 
been the victims of persecution. 
In 1953, in the socialist German Democratic Republic (GDR), the land was expropriated 
and became “people’s property”. The daughter of one  of  the  original  owners,  who  had  
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managed to emigrate to the United States, subsequently brought proceedings under the 
US law on claims against the GDR, which entitled US citizens whose property in the 
former GDR had been expropriated or whose property had been sold under duress 
during the Nazi era to file claims for compensation. In 1980, the US Foreign Claims 
Settlement Commission acknowledged that she was entitled to compensation. … 
In July 2001, the Office for the Resolution of Outstanding Property Issues dismissed the 
applicants’ restitution claim concerning the property, which in 1997 had been sold to a 
company for investment purposes, and indicated that the proceeds from that sale were to 
be paid to the German State. It held that, under the Property Act read together with the 
German-US Agreement, the German State had become the legal successor to the heir of 
the original Jewish owners, who had opted for the payment of compensation and had 
thus renounced her claims against the German State. … 
… the Court found that the legislative amendment had not struck a fair balance between 
the protection of property and the demands of the general interest. There had accordingly 
been a violation of Article 1 of Protocol No. 1. 
Article 41: The Court held that the question of the application of Article 41 (just 
satisfaction) was not ready for decision and reserved it. It invited the Government and the 
applicants to submit their observations on the matter and to notify the Court of any 
agreement that they might reach. …  
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF0
1C1166DEA398649&key=94661&sessionId=83247634&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mrs Main: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will 
take steps to encourage the British Ambassador to Israel to (a) visit Beer Sheva and the 
Bedouin villages and (b) meet the Negev Coexistence Forum. [85006] 

Mr Bellingham: Our ambassador in Tel Aviv has visited the Negev and Beer 
Sheva on many occasions. He has raised UK concerns about Bedouin rights with 
the Israeli Government and discussed with Israeli Ministers and officials the Israeli 
Government's plans for the relocation of the Bedouin community and their 
concerns. We remain in close touch with numerous Bedouin leaders and 
organisations, such as the Negev Institute for Strategies and Peace and 
Development. The ambassador plans to visit Bedouin villages and the Negev 
Coexistence Forum in the near future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111208/text/111208w0
003.htm#11120883000007  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the International Court of 
Justice is able to take cognisance of any future withholding of Palestinian taxes and 
customs receipts by Israel.[HL13981] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The United Nations (UN) Security Council or UN General Assembly 
may ask the International Court of Justice for an advisory opinion on any legal 
question. It is therefore possible that the court may be asked a legal question 
relating to this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111208w0001.htm#111
20858000249  
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http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=94661&sessionId=83247634&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111208/text/111208w0003.htm#11120883000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111208/text/111208w0003.htm#11120883000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111208w0001.htm#11120858000249
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111208w0001.htm#11120858000249
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister concerned by escalation of violence in the Middle East 
Alistair Burt, Minister for the Middle East, has commented on Israeli air strikes on Gaza 
and rocket attacks by Palestinian groups on Israel. He said: “We are concerned by the 
escalation in violence over recent days and reports of civilian casualties. "We condemn 
any actions in which civilians are hurt or killed. We call on all sides to show restraint." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=704497082  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Christians in the Middle East 
includes: 
col 923  The Archbishop of Canterbury: …It is all too easy to go along with the 
assumption that Christianity is an import to the Middle East rather than an export from it. 
Because the truth is that for two millennia the Christian presence in the Middle East has 
been an integral part of successive civilisations- a dominant presence in the Byzantine 
era, a culturally very active partner in the early Muslim centuries, a patient and long-
suffering element, like the historic Jewish communities of the Maghreb and the Middle 
East … To be ignorant of this is to risk misunderstanding a whole world of political and 
religious interaction and interdependence and to yield to the damaging myth that, on the 
far side of the Mediterranean or the Bosphorus, there is a homogeneous Arab and 
Muslim world, a parallel universe. … The Middle East is not a homogeneous region, and 
the presence of Christians there is a deep-rooted reality. … 
Yet at the present moment, the position of Christians in the region is more vulnerable 
than it has been for centuries. … 
Christians in the Middle East are very sensitive to being described as "minorities". For 
them, never mind the statistics, this can imply that they are somehow necessarily alien or 
marginal, rather than being both indigenous to their countries and historically bound up in 
the fabric of their societies. … 
One thing that often deeply intensifies the sense of being ignored and misunderstood is 
an attitude here towards Christian migrants or refugees from the region which assumes 
that they must be Muslim because they are Arab. … Syrian Orthodox children, for 
example-this is a real instance -were told by teachers in a British school that they should 
not attend a Christian assembly because they must be Muslims if they are Syrians.…  

 

col 928  Lord Parekh: … By and large, Islam has been tolerant, even respectful, of 
Christianity. For hundreds of years, its record in the Middle East has been fairly good and 
in some respects even better than the record of Europe with respect to Muslims. Why, 
then, have these things begun to happen during the past 30 or 40 years? 
There are four or five factors which are largely responsible for it. First, in many Middle 
Eastern countries, there is a deep concern to unite the country and secure its stability by 
adopting a particular view of national identity. That view is that the country belongs to its 
majority. Therefore, the national identity is defined in ethno-nationalist terms. It is argued, 
for example, that only an Arab can be a true Egyptian or Syrian and, further, that only a 
Muslim Arab can be a true Arab. As a result of that, minorities-Christians and others-get 
excluded and come to be seen as an alien wedge because they are not part of the 
national identity. …  

 

col 931  Lord Storey: … the Christian population is declining in the Middle East. That 
decline   has   two  main   reasons:   emigration   and   declining   birth  rates.  Emigration  
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represents the end of a long process of exclusion and persecution. On the West Bank, a 
nearly permanent boycott of Christian businesses is the problem. In Egypt, 
fundamentalist Muslims constantly target Christians and the worst situation is in Sudan 
where civil war has raged since 1956 and led to wholesale atrocities. Declining birth rates 
can be seen throughout the whole of the region. At present, the Middle East has 14 
million Christians but that is likely to drop in 2020 plus to 6 million. With time, Christians 
will effectively disappear in the region as a cultural and political force. There are more 
Christians living in Sydney, Australia, than in Jerusalem itself. …  

 

col 932  Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, all speakers in this debate must deplore 
the long-standing and continuing decline of the indigenous Christian communities in the 
Middle East. Much of this has been due to what has been described as "creeping 
Islamisation"; some has also been due to economic causes. … 
The second case, to which I have drawn your Lordships' attention several times over the 
past year, is the appalling treatment of Palestinian communities in East Jerusalem as a 
result of Israeli discriminatory housing and planning policies that affect Muslims and 
Christians alike. Israeli abuse of the Christian Palestinian community is not the only 
problem that they have to endure. In the area of Israeli-occupied Bethlehem, where 
Christians made up some 85 per percent of the population a generation ago, and where 
the Christian population is now said to be less than 15 per cent of the total, extreme 
Islamists have made life for the Christians even worse than it was already, with all the 
frustrations and indignities caused by the occupation. … In criticising the treatment by the 
Israeli authorities of their Christian communities, I pay tribute to the many brave Israelis 
who deplore and publicly demonstrate against the ill treatment of their Christian and 
Muslim neighbours. I would also like to mention my own recollection of Muslim 
Palestinian friends in Saudi Arabia who remembered fondly their experience of 
celebrating Christmas in the Holy Land with their Christian neighbours. One of the 
tragedies of the present situation in the Middle East is that radicalism and 
fundamentalism across all three Abrahamic faiths has made tolerance of that sort a 
rarity. 

 

col 936  The Lord Bishop of Exeter: … One of the most significant addresses to [last 
year’s] synod in Rome came from David Rosen, adviser to the Chief Rabbinate of Israel. 
Christians, he noted, play, "a disproportionate role in promoting interreligious 
understanding", in the region, but it is, "not fair to expect the small local Christian 
communities to be capable of bearing such responsibility alone". … 

 

Lord Patten: … There can be no walking on the other side of the faith road in the Middle 
East in the face of a self-declared agenda by some of religious cleansing in some parts 
of the region. We must not do that any more than we can, even in the Palace of 
Westminster, ignore the manifestly Newspeak anti-Zionism, which concentrates as a 
surrogate on the Jew as a nation-I borrow from the noble Lord, Lord Sacks, on this-rather 
than on the Jew as a person, as it was in the old-style and now wholly non-PC anti-
Semitism. At least in the Middle East, people are honest about it; we should be honest 
about it here. 
However threatening this may be perceived to be in this country it is nothing like the 
threats facing the last Jews in Baghdad, nor the last few Jews in Iran. But then, it cannot 
be very nice for the last remaining 13,000 of my co-religionists left in Iran either. The 
pace of religious cleansing is gathering. Only this week, the organisation Minority Rights 
Group International introduced figures to show that while in 2003 there were between 
800,000 and 1 million Christians of different brands and classifications in Iraq, the few 
years since have seen the numbers leach away to fewer than half a million. …  

 

col 939  Lord Turnberg: … Scarcely a week goes by when we do not hear of yet another 
outrageous attack on one or other Christian community in the Middle East. … There are 
two exceptions-possibly more-to this general pattern: Jordan and Israel. … In Israel, the 
Christian community is actually growing. … The community has increased fourfold in the 
last 50 years. This largely Christian Arab  community represents  about 10 per cent of the  
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total Arab population of 1.5 million within Israel proper and has tended to cluster in the 
mixed towns of Haifa, Nazareth and Jerusalem. They do relatively well there: there is a 
Christian Arab Supreme court judge, for example, as well as a Member of the Knesset 
and a winner of the Israeli prize for literature. They are well represented in academe and 
the professions. It is also the case that they have a lower infant mortality rate, lower even 
than Israeli Jews, and a higher rate of entry into higher education, especially among 
women. 
Of course, they have their problems as a minority group. They have concerns about job 
opportunities, for example, but that has to be kept in some sort of perspective. As 
Andrew White, the vicar of Baghdad mentioned by the noble and learned Lord, Lord 
Mackay of Clashfern, said "the only place in the Middle East that Christians are really 
safe is Israel". 

 

col 941  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … Bethlehem is controlled not by Israel but by the 
Palestinian Authority, which bears the main responsibility for the situation faced by 
Christians living in Bethlehem and elsewhere on the West Bank, just as Hamas bears 
responsibility for the predicament of Christians living under its rule in Gaza. Of course, 
Israel still has control over aspects of life in the West Bank, not to mention East 
Jerusalem, and it is obviously involved in some ways in the affairs of Gaza. But it is not 
directly in control of either Gaza or the West Bank and the treatment, good or bad, of 
Christians in that area. 
Taking issue again with the noble Lord, Lord Wright, in Israel itself-what might be called 
"Israel proper"-the Christian population is not falling but is stable, and there is religious 
freedom, including in Jerusalem itself. While the noble Lord, Lord Wright, was speaking, I 
looked up the population of Bethlehem. It is commonly said that there was Christian flight 
from there but, in fact, while the percentage of Christians in Bethlehem and Bethlehem 
district has decreased, the total number has increased. … Israel's treatment of religious 
minorities may not be perfect, just as the UK's treatment of minorities is not always 
perfect, but there is religious freedom and there are full civil rights for Christians living in 
Israel. …  

 

col 947  Lord Boateng: … As we speak, people are being persecuted for their faith, 
driven out of their homes and places of worship are being destroyed and desecrated 
while, frankly, in the main, the rest of the world is silent. We seem able to talk about 
every sort of abuse of human rights and discrimination except discrimination and abuse 
on grounds of faith. …  

 

col 949  Lord Alton of Liverpool: … Palestinian Christians now constitute just 0.5 per 
cent of the population, and in Lebanon, they have declined from 75 per cent to 32 per 
cent. …  

 

col 956  Lord Sacks: My Lords, I must begin with an apology for the fact that I must 
infringe the convention of this House by not being here at the end of this debate. As 
darkness falls early in these winter months, the Jewish Sabbath enters very early and I 
must have ceased work in time to observe it. …  
It was Martin Luther King who said: "In the end, we will remember not the words of our 
enemies, but the silence of our friends". 
That is why I felt that I could not be silent today. As a Jew in Christian Britain, I know how 
much I, my late parents and, indeed, the whole British Jewish community owe to this 
great Christian nation, which gave us the right and the freedom to live our faith without 
fear. Shall we not therefore as Jews stand up for the right of Christians in other parts of 
the world to live their faith without fear? 
And fear is what many Christians in the Middle East feel today. We have already heard 
today about the plight of Coptic Christians in Egypt, of Maronite Christians in Hezbollah-
controlled areas in Lebanon, of the vast exodus of Christians from Iraq and of the 
concern of Christians in Syria as to what might happen there should there be further 
destabilisation. … 
… the fate of Christians in the Middle East today  is  the  litmus  test  of  the  Arab  spring.  
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Freedom is indivisible, and those who deny it to others will never gain it for themselves. 
… The tragedy of religion is that it can lead people to wage war in the name of the God 
of peace, to hate in the name of the God of love, to practise cruelty in the name of the 
God of compassion and to kill in the name of the God of life. None of these things brings 
honour to faith; they are a desecration of the name of God. 
May God protect Christians of the Middle East and people of faith who suffer for their 
faith, whoever and wherever they are. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111209-
0001.htm#11120956000205  

 

 
col 976  Lord Hylton: … It is a sad fact that the indigenous Christian communities of the 
Middle East have declined in numbers for many decades. They have shared this 
experience with other religions. Jews, Ismailis, Ahmadiyya and Baha'i have all suffered 
varying degrees of discrimination and sometimes outright persecution. In this situation it 
is important and urgent not to demonise all Muslims or to insist on there being a 
necessary clash of civilisations. Many Muslims understand their faith as one committed 
to peace, and in particular to respect for the peoples of the book, chiefly Jews and 
Christians. …  

 

col 978  Lord Wood of Anfield: … The situation and welfare of Christians in the Middle 
East is a cause for concern for all of us, whether or not we share the Christian faith, 
partly because we should proudly defend the rights of minorities in the region as 
elsewhere, but also because, as the noble Lord, Lord Sacks, reminded us, the way 
religious minorities in the Middle East are treated is a litmus test in that most fragile of 
regions for the presence of the basic levels of tolerance and respect that are needed for 
genuine stability to emerge. … In countries like Saudi Arabia, Christians are unable to 
worship freely without intimidation or fear of arrest, while for Palestinian Christians, for 
example, restrictions on freedom of movement affect their ability to practise their faith.  … 
For millions of others, however, daily life is not characterised by incidences of gross 
violence but by a steady growing anxiety about the situations in which they live; anxiety 
about the commitment of Governments to uphold their basic rights; anxiety about their 
ability to profess their faith with confidence as their numbers reduce over time; and 
anxiety about what the future holds in countries in the middle of political transition with 
uncertain outcomes. … across the region, the most notable response has been the 
choice to emigrate, as the most reverend Primate said, which, combined with growing 
differentials in the birth rates between Christians and other groupings, has led to 
dramatic reductions in the Christian population. 
For example, in 1948, Jerusalem was 20 per cent Christian, but now it is less than 2 per 
cent. In Bethlehem, about which we have heard a lot today, Christians were for a long 
time around three-quarters or more of the population. Now, although the figure is 
disputed, as we have also heard today, it is under 20 per cent. Lebanon has gone from 
being a majority Christian country to Christians constituting around 30 per cent or less of 
the population, and this number is still going down-so more than half of Lebanon's 
Christians now live outside the country. Well over half of Iraq's 1.5 million Christians have 
fled the country in the past 10 years. …  

 

col 987  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): … Fascinating questions were aired in the New Statesmanthis very week 
about whether religion need be associated with violence as it often has been in history. I 
think my answer is no, it need not. Religion, pure and simple, free from the hands of 
power brokers, can be basically a non-violent culture; indeed, at the heart of almost 
every religion there is a non-violent message to be remembered, as people like Gandhi 
have argued.  I end my comments by saying that, unlike Mr Richard Dawkins, I have faith 
in the faiths. We as a Government are committed to promoting all religious groups, 
including Christians, around the world. We  will  continue  to  highlight  and  condemn  all  
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instances of violence and discrimination against individuals because of their beliefs, 
wherever they occur. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111209-0002.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
** Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 

Briefing paper on second reading 
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/SN06159.pdf  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
 
 

Bill showing changes made in Public Bill Committee 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-public-bill-office/2010-11/compared-
bills/Daylight-Saving-111208.pdf  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
 
 
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 

 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/BusinessBulletin/45126.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century 
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-
1911.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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