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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Hain: To ask the Secretary of State for Wales what steps her Department has taken 
to combat anti-Semitism since July 2010; and if she will make a statement. [80582] 

Mr David Jones: The Government are committed to confronting anti-Semitism 
wherever it is found. Policy on tackling anti-Semitism across the UK is co-
ordinated by the Department for Communities and Local Government through the 
cross-Government working group on anti-Semitism. This Group meets on a 
quarterly basis and includes representatives from the Community Security Trust, 
the Board of Deputies of British Jews and the Jewish Leadership Council. 
The Government's approach to tackling anti-Semitism across the United Kingdom 
can be found in the "Three Years on Progress Report" which is available in the 
Library and at this link: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse  
The Equality Act 2010 also demonstrates the Government's commitment to 
promotion of racial and religious equality across Wales and Great Britain. The 
Welsh Government also have responsibility for some aspects of community 
cohesion in Wales and the Government are working closely with the Welsh 
Government to ensure progress in these areas is consistent across the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0
002.htm#11111581000021 
 

Immigration: Students 
The Lord Bishop of Norwich: My Lords, theological and bible colleges are generally 
small institutions but highly cross-cultural in character because of their international 
students. The chances of these international students abusing their immigration status 
seems tiny, yet these institutions have to go through the same procedures as large 
universities at a very high and unsustainable per capita cost. Can the Minister suggest 
how we might have a size-sensitive system which prevents these institutions operating 
with no international students at all? 

Lord Henley: My Lords, I would hope, as I think would the whole House, that 
most theological colleges are reputable institutions. However, if some of them are 
facing problems because of their size, I will take away the right reverend Prelate's 
point and have a look at it. As I said,  we want to  make  sure that we get the  right  
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0002.htm#11111581000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0002.htm#11111581000021
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students into the right institutions but get rid of the abuse that has crept into the 
system. 

 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115-
0001.htm#11111560000740  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

UNESCO: Membership 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government why they abstained from the vote on full 
membership of the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) for Palestine; and what representations they are making to the United States 
about (a) the withholding of their assessed contributions to UNESCO, and (b) the impact 
of that withholding on education for poor children. [HL13026] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The principal basis for the UK's decision to abstain on a vote on the 
Palestinian application to join the UN Education, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) was that we believe that the UN Security Council should 
conclude its careful consideration of the Palestinian application to the UN, before 
other UN specialised agencies or other international organisations consider 
separate applications. We do not want to prejudge the ongoing discussions in 
New York. 
We continue to believe that the best way to achieve a lasting solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict is through negotiations. Our focus is on doing all we can 
to achieve this. The quartet statement of 23 September offers a clear timeline for 
talks. The UK has urged the US to pay its assessed contribution to UNESCO until 
at least the date of Palestinian accession to UNESCO. It is not yet clear which 
programmes might be affected by the US decision to withhold its assessed 
contribution to UNESCO. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115w0001.htm#111
11555000835  
 

Israel: Embassies 
Mr McCann: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his Egyptian counterpart on the future protection of the 
Israeli embassy in Cairo. [80755] 

Alistair Burt: I issued a statement on 18 August condemning the attacks in 
southern Israel earlier that day, calling them appalling and senseless acts of 
violence and offering sincere condolences to the family and friends of those 
injured and killed. 
We have reiterated these messages to Egyptian officials, and the Egyptians have 
reassured us that they take their responsibilities very seriously. 
In the Prime Minister's statement on 10 September, he welcomed Egypt's 
agreement that it would uphold Egypt's international agreements including its 
peace treaty with Israel, stated that we looked to Egypt to honour this agreement, 
and urged both countries to work together to resolve current tensions and 
enhance regional stability. 
We continue to deliver our key messages on the importance of upholding Egypt-
Israeli relations in discussions at official level with both our Egyptian and Israeli 
interlocutors. 

Mr McCann: To ask the Secretary of State for Fo reign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his US counterpart on preventing  further  endangerment  of  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115-0001.htm#11111560000740
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115-0001.htm#11111560000740
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115w0001.htm#11111555000835
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115w0001.htm#11111555000835
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Israeli officials in Egypt following the recent attacks on Israel's embassy in Cairo. [80757] 
Alistair Burt: I issued a statement on 18 August 2011 condemning the attacks in 
southern Israel earlier that day, calling them appalling and senseless acts of 
violence and offering sincere condolences to the family and friends of those 
injured and killed. 
We have reiterated these messages to Egyptian officials, and the Egyptians have 
reassured us that they take their responsibilities very seriously. 
In the Prime Minister's statement on 10 September 2011, he welcomed Egypt's 
agreement that it would uphold Egypt's international agreements including its 
peace treaty with Israel, stated that we looked to Egypt to honour this agreement, 
and urged both countries to work together to resolve current tensions and 
enhance regional stability. 
We continue to deliver our key messages on the importance of upholding Egypt-
Israeli relations in discussions at official level with both our Egyptian and Israeli 
interlocutors. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0
001.htm#11111574000011  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr McCann: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his Egyptian counterpart on relations with Israel following 
terrorist attacks in southern Israel. [80759] 

Alistair Burt: I issued a statement on 18 August 2011 condemning the attacks in 
southern Israel earlier that day, calling them appalling and senseless acts of 
violence and offering sincere condolences to the family and friends of those 
injured and killed. 
We have reiterated these messages to Egyptian officials, and the Egyptians have 
reassured us that they take their responsibilities very seriously. 
In the Prime Minister's statement on 10 September 2011, he welcomed Egypt's 
agreement that it would uphold Egypt's international agreements including its 
peace treaty with Israel, stated that we looked to Egypt to honour this agreement, 
and urged both countries to work together to resolve current tensions and 
enhance regional stability. 
We continue to deliver our key messages on the importance of upholding Egypt-
Israeli relations in discussions at official level with both our Egyptian and Israeli 
interlocutors. 

Mr McCann: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on relations with Egypt following 
terrorist attacks in southern Israel. [80760] 

Alistair Burt: I issued a statement on 18 August 2011 condemning the attacks in 
southern Israel earlier that day, calling them appalling and senseless acts of 
violence and offering sincere condolences to the family and friends of those 
injured and killed. 
We have reiterated these messages to Egyptian officials, and the Egyptians have 
reassured us that they take their responsibilities very seriously. 
In the Prime Minister's statement on 10 September 2011, he welcomed Egypt's 
agreement that it would uphold Egypt's international agreements including its 
peace treaty with Israel, stated that we looked to Egypt to honour this agreement, 
and urged both countries to work together to resolve current tensions and 
enhance regional stability. 
We continue to deliver our key messages on the importance of upholding Egypt-
Israeli relations in discussions at official level with both our Egyptian and Israeli 
interlocutors. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0
002.htm#11111574000014  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0001.htm#11111574000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0001.htm#11111574000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0002.htm#11111574000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0002.htm#11111574000014
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The statement by Alistair Burt, referred to above, can be read at 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=645743582 
 

The statement by David Cameron, referred to above, can be read at 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/pm-condemns-israeli-embassy-attack/  

 
Gaza 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are supporting the efforts 
of Egypt to restore comprehensive ceasefires in and around Gaza. [HL12965] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We welcome all efforts, including those by Egypt, to restore and 
maintain the ceasefire in and around Gaza. As the Minister of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for Taunton Deane 
(Mr Browne) said in his statement on 29 October, escalation in violence is deeply 
unhelpful. We continue to call for all sides to exercise restraint and condemn any 
actions that target innocent civilians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115w0001.htm#111
11555000810  
 

Middle East: Reconciliation 
Huw Irranca-Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs whether he has had meetings with groups working to promote reconciliation in 
Israel and Palestine since May 2010. [80899] 

Alistair Burt: Both the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), and I have 
attended numerous meetings here in the UK, in Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories with groups who are working to promote reconciliation and 
have an interest in resolving the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0
002.htm#11111574000015  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn 2436) Status of Jerusalem – That this House believes that Jerusalem 
is a shared city, sacred to Jews, Muslims and Christians; notes with alarm the systematic 
attempts to reduce the Palestinian population of East Jerusalem and the Jerusalem 
periphery through evictions of Palestinian families, demolition of Palestinian homes, 
expansion of Israeli settlements, removal of residency rights from many Palestinian 
residents of Jerusalem and refusal of access to Jerusalem and its holy sites to most 
Muslim and Christian Palestinians from the West Bank, resulting in the gradual 
destruction of Palestinian life and culture; supports the Government's position of not 
recognising Israel's unilateral annexation of East Jerusalem, of regarding Israeli 
settlements in East Jerusalem as contrary to international law and of refusing to 
recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel until it becomes the shared capital of both 
nations; and calls on the Government to take steps to ensure that the Israeli authorities 
respect the rights of Palestinians as well as Israeli citizens and the freedom of worship of 
all faiths in Jerusalem. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2436  
 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=645743582
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/pm-condemns-israeli-embassy-attack/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115w0001.htm#11111555000810
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115w0001.htm#11111555000810
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0002.htm#11111574000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/text/111115w0002.htm#11111574000015
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2436
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Other Relevant Information 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Hate crimes remain serious problem across OSCE region, ODIHR report says 
Hate crimes continue to be a serious problem across the OSCE region, concludes a 
report released by the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
(ODIHR) today, on the International Day for Tolerance.  According to the report, which 
covers the year 2010, there were numerous instances of intimidation, threats, vandalism, 
arson, assault and murder, targeting individuals or groups because of their ethnicity, 
religion or other status. …  
“Hate crimes have the potential to undermine cohesion and endanger stability in our 
society and therefore require vigorous responses,” Lenarčič said, stressing that 
combating hate crimes must remain a priority for participating States. … 
It includes separate sections on racist and anti-Semitic crimes, violence against Roma 
and Sinti, Muslims, Christians and members of other religions, as well as crimes based 
on other bias motivations. 
The report notes the global economic crisis and intolerant discourse as factors 
contributing to the occurrence of hate crimes. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/85099  
 
Hate Crimes in the OSCE Region – Incidents and Responses: Annual Report for 2010 
http://tandis.odihr.pl/hcr2010/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
 

** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/debtext/1111
15-0002.htm#11111559000012  
 

Act as passed 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted/data.htm  
 
 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/85099
http://tandis.odihr.pl/hcr2010/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/debtext/111115-0002.htm#11111559000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111115/debtext/111115-0002.htm#11111559000012
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted/data.htm
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A plain English guide to the Localism Act 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1896534.pdf  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0099/amend/am099-d.htm  
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115-
0001.htm#11111560000745  
 

Scottish Parliament Justice Committee Report 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/44093.aspx  
 

Bill as amended on Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0111/2012111.pdf  
 
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 

 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/BusinessBulletin/44054.aspx  

 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
The census and social science (30 November 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/  
 
Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1896534.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0099/amend/am099-d.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115-0001.htm#11111560000745
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111115-0001.htm#11111560000745
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/44093.aspx
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0111/2012111.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/BusinessBulletin/44054.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
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Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  

TOP 
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