
 1

 

15 November 2011
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

Cabinet Office 

Sir Bob Kerslake announced as new Head of the Civil Service 
… The role of Head of the Civil Service will be separated out from the Cabinet Secretary 
role when Sir Gus O’Donnell retires at the end of the year. Jeremy Heywood – currently 
Permanent Secretary at Number 10 – will take over as Cabinet Secretary. Sir Bob will 
assume his new responsibilities alongside his existing role as Permanent Secretary of 
the Department for Communities and Local Government.  … 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/sir-bob-kerslake-announced-new-head-civil-service  

 
 

Scottish Government 

Racist incidents recorded by the Police    
This publication … replaces the statistical bulletin Racist Incidents Recorded by the 
Police in Scotland, 2009-10, which was published on March 29, 2011. … 
Following the publication in March 2011, Strathclyde police force identified an error in the 
number of crimes included in their annual statistical return. While this has not had an 
impact on the overall trend of the crime data, it has impacted on the scale of the 
decrease between 2008-09 and 2009-10. The original publication reported a 12 per cent 
decrease in the number of crimes recorded as part of a racist incident in Scotland 
between 2008-09 and 2009-10, whereas this should in fact be a 2 per cent decrease. … 
 There were 4,945 racist incidents recorded in Scotland in 2009-10, compared to the 

5,143 incidents recorded in 2008-09. This equates to a 4 per cent decrease on 2008-
09 

 The number of crimes recorded in Scotland decreased in 2009-10 (from 6,615 crimes 
in 2008-09 to 6,452 crimes in 2009-10), which equates to a decrease of 2 per cent 

 In 2009-10, around 98 per cent of incidents recorded resulted in one or more crimes 
being recorded 

 The most frequently recorded crime in 2009-10 was racially aggravated conduct, 
accounting for 59 per cent of all crimes recorded as part of racist incidents 

 In 2009-10, around 48 per cent of victims, for whom ethnic origin was known, were of 
Asian origin (that is, Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Chinese or other Asian), with the 
majority being Pakistani 
 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/sir-bob-kerslake-announced-new-head-civil-service
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 For those incidents in 2009-10, where perpetrator information was available, 
approximately 96 per cent of perpetrators, for whom ethnic origin was known, were of 
white origin 

… The statistics reported today are based on a simple count of the number of racist 
incidents recorded by the police and the crimes, victims and perpetrators arising from 
these incidents. Only returns from the eight Scottish police forces are included in this 
bulletin. … 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/11/15141622 

 
Racist Incidents Recorded By The Police In Scotland, 2009-10  
(Corrected from March 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/362634/0122710.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Agriculture 
Mr McCann: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development whether he has 
had discussions with his Israeli counterpart on international co-operation in agricultural 
technology for farming in arid conditions. [80570] 

Mr Andrew Mitchell: I have not had any discussions with my Israeli counterpart 
on international co-operation in agriculture technology relating to farming in arid 
conditions. 
The UK currently has no direct co-operation with Israel on international 
development. Israel became a member of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) in August 2010 and we hope that Israel will 
consider joining the OECD's Development Assistance Committee (DAC). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111114/text/111114w0
005.htm#11111512000108  
 

Israel: Joint Exercises 
Mr McCann: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence (1) what discussions he has had 
with his Israeli counterpart on co-operation on military and security intelligence; [80462] 
(2) what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on (a) military co-operation 
and (b) joint military training exercises. [80557] 

Mr Philip Hammond: I met with my Israeli counterpart on 3 November 2011, at 
which meeting the discussion focused on recent events in the middle east. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111114/text/111114w0
002.htm#11111439000027  
 

Israel and Palestine 
 Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they 
have made of hate education within Palestinian Authority schools; and what action they 
intend to take as a result.[HL12941] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The content of all Palestinian Authority textbooks is approved by the 
United Nations (UN). Textbooks used in Palestinian Authority schools have also 
been approved by the Israeli Ministry of Education for use in Palestinian schools 
in East Jerusalem. 
Credible studies from the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, the  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/11/15141622
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/362634/0122710.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111114/text/111114w0005.htm#11111512000108
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111114/text/111114w0005.htm#11111512000108
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111114/text/111114w0002.htm#11111439000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111114/text/111114w0002.htm#11111439000027
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Congressional Research Service and the United States State Department, which 
have all investigated the issue, show no evidence of incitement or hatred against 
Israel. However, it is clear that both Israeli and Palestinian textbooks could include 
more positive and balanced messages. We support that approach. 
The United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) runs a human rights 
programme in all the schools it administers. This emphasises the importance of 
tolerance and good citizenship and teaches children about the lessons of the 
Holocaust. Full details of UNRWA's human rights programme and materials can 
be found on the UNRWA websitewww.unrwa.org. 
The Department for International Development will support 35,000 children to go 
to primary school over the next four years, as part of its Palestinian programme. 
DfID and colleagues at the British Consulate General in Jerusalem will continue to 
monitor the situation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111114w0001.htm#111
11411000489  
 

Iran 
Mr Hollobone: Do the recent visits by the Chief of the Defence Staff to Tel Aviv and the 
Israeli Defence Minister to London suggest that Her Majesty’s Government are seeking a 
closer defence relationship with Israel, with Iran at the top of the agenda? 

Nick Harvey: The recent visit to Israel by the Chief of the Defence Staff was part 
of his long-standing programme of visits. He visited both Israel and the occupied 
west bank, he was able to speak to both the Israeli chief of staff and the 
Palestinian Prime Minister, and he assessed for himself the security concerns at 
first hand and urged the two sides to resume direct talks. I have no doubt that 
during his visit he also discussed the wider security implications in the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111114/debtext/11111
4-0001.htm#1111146000028  

 
 

United Nations 

UN calls for immediate resumption of direct Israel-Palestinians talks 
The United Nations and its diplomatic partners in the search for Middle East peace today 
called on Israel and the Palestinians to resume direct talks without delay or 
preconditions, following separate meetings with officials from both sides in Jerusalem. … 
The Quartet envoys “continued to encourage the parties to resume direct bilateral 
negotiations without delay or preconditions,” according to information released by the 
UN. They also discussed with the parties their development of proposals on territory and 
security, called on them to create a conducive environment for restarting talks and urged 
them to refrain from provocative actions. The envoys intend to have a follow-up meeting 
in December. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40381&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Institute for the Study of Contemporary Antisemitism 

Speech by Baroness Warsi 
… I profoundly believe that faith is a force for good in our country.  
 

http://www.unrwa.org/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111114w0001.htm#11111411000489
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111114w0001.htm#11111411000489
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111114/debtext/111114-0001.htm#1111146000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111114/debtext/111114-0001.htm#1111146000028
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40381&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
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That’s why in September last year I went to the Anglican Bishops’ Conference and said 
that this government would do God.  
I said that faith inspires charity. … it shapes behaviour...it strengthens our society. … 
For over 150 years, since the Jewish Board of Guardians was set up to help the poor the 
Jewish community has been giving back to society... 
it deeply concerns me that so much of modern Jewish and Muslim relations are defined 
not by what happened historically but by a revision of history based on current events. 
The ugly strain of anti-Semitism found in some parts of the Muslim community arose in 
the late 20th century. … here’s nothing in our history which suggests that hatred between 
Muslim and Jews is inevitable. Instead we should learn from history that there’s a slippery 
slope with discrimination … when one community is attacked, it’s only a matter of time 
before another is. … 
It’s appalling that anti-Semitism even exists in today’s Britain. What’s even more 
abhorrent is that some people actually believe that it does not. … 
It’s ironic really.  The Jewish people are at once targeted by the far left and the far right.   
And they are at once branded superior and inferior by those who seek to attack them. It 
just shows how serious this problem is. … 
All faiths need to come together to tackle the scourge of religious bigotry. That means 
Muslims condemning anti-Semitism. It means Jews fighting Islamophobia.   
It means an attack on a gudwara is an attack on a mosque, a church, a temple, a 
synagogue. Because an attack on one faith is an attack on all faiths. … 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/BWSpeech.docx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
 

Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 
 
 

http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/BWSpeech.docx
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
The census and social science (30 November 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/  
 
Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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