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Home Affairs 

Department for Education 

Number and percentage of pupils in state-funded secondary schools by religious 
character of their school, as at January 2011 
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-1714.xls  

 
 

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 
Government considers supporting Daylight Savings Bill  
The Government is to consider supporting the Daylight Savings Private Members Bill 
which could eventually mean the advancing of time by one hour throughout the year 
across the country for a trial period, but only if there is UK wide consensus.  
The Government is seeking amendments to the Bill, at the forthcoming Committee stage 
in the House of Commons, expected in early November. The Bill will need to be passed 
by both Houses by the end of the first session of Parliament, which ends in April 2012.  
The most notable of these amendments will be to require the Secretary of State to consult 
the devolved administrations in Scotland and Wales and to obtain the agreement of the 
devolved administration in Northern Ireland to any proposed trial. The Government would 
not, however, expect to introduce a trial if there was clear opposition in any part of the 
UK. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/Detail.aspx?ReleaseID=421778&NewsAreaID=2  

 
 

Scottish Government 

Offensive behaviour at football    
The status quo which allows poisonous songs of hatred to be sung at Scottish football 
matches has gone unchallenged for too long and cannot be allowed to continue, the 
Minister for Community Safety Roseanna Cunningham said today. … Should faceless 
bigots be able to hide behind a computer screen peddling threats and hatred on the 
internet? … [The Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications 
(Scotland) Bill] will give the police and the courts vital additional powers to deal with the 
minority of people who tarnish the image of Scotland through their expressions of hatred 
and bigotry at and around football. And those who peddle threats and hatred on the 
internet. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/11/01150531  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-1714.xls
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/Detail.aspx?ReleaseID=421778&NewsAreaID=2
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/11/01150531
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2010/11 Scottish Crime and Justice Survey: Main Findings    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/361684/0122316.pdf  
 
The Position of Scotland's Equality Groups: Revisiting Resilience in 2011  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/1124/0121151.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Arms Trade: Israel 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills 
whether any export licences for components for (a) F-16s and (b) Apache helicopters for 
use by Israel have been granted since May 2010; and on what dates any such licences 
were granted. [76992] 

Mr Prisk: No export licences of this type have been granted since May 2010. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111031/text/111031w0
004.htm#1111014000006  
 

Adam Werritty 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what meetings HM ambassador to Israel has had with the Secretary of State for Defence 
(a) in Israel, (b) in the UK and (c) elsewhere since May 2010; whether Mr Adam Werritty 
was present on any such occasion; and which (i) other officials and (ii) other people were 
present on each occasion. [76970] 

Alistair Burt: All meetings which our ambassador to Israel has had with the 
former Secretary of State for Defence, my right hon. Friend the Member for North 
Somerset (Dr Fox) since May 2010 are set out in the Cabinet Secretary's report of 
18 October 2011. Our ambassador to Israel was also invited by the former 
Defence Secretary to a private social engagement in summer 2010 at which 
Adam Werritty was present. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111031/text/111031w0
001.htm#11103125000002  
 

Tzipi Livni 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government why Tzipi Livni, Leader of the 
Opposition in Israel, was given diplomatic immunity during her recent visit to the United 
Kingdom.[HL12601] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): In relation to the visit to the UK by the Leader of the Opposition of 
Israel, Mrs Livni, on 5 and 6 October, the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for Richmond 
(Yorks) (Mr Hague) agreed on 27 September that she should visit the UK in order 
to discuss matters of mutual interest in relations between Israel and the UK. 
Detailed arrangements for the visit were then agreed between the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) and the embassy of Israel. In FCO practice, there 
are no prescribed formalities for consenting to a special mission, but such consent 
may be inferred from the circumstances of any given visit. The decision for special 
mission status for each visit is treated on its own merits. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#111
0313000529  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/361684/0122316.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/1124/0121151.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111031/text/111031w0004.htm#1111014000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111031/text/111031w0004.htm#1111014000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111031/text/111031w0001.htm#11103125000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111031/text/111031w0001.htm#11103125000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#1110313000529
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#1110313000529
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Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they are taking to uphold 
and implement United Nations Security Council Resolutions 452, 465 and 478 
concerning the municipal boundary of Jerusalem and Israel's Basic Law of 
1980.[HL12663] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK voted for UN Security Council Resolutions 452, 465 and 478 
and continues to implement them. 
We raise the issue of settlements, which we view as illegal under international law, 
with Israel on a regular basis. Most recently our ambassador to Tel Aviv raised the 
issue of Givat Hamatos with Communications Minister Kahlon on 18 October. My 
honourable friend Mr Burt raised this issue with the Israeli ambassador to London 
on 3 and 23 October, as did my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary with 
the Israeli Foreign Minister when he met him at the UN General Assembly on 23 
September. 
Following the announcement by the Israeli Government of the creation of a new 
settlement at Givat Hamatos, the Foreign Secretary issued the following 
statement on 16 October: "I am dismayed by the Israeli announcement on 14 
October of a new settlement at Givat Hamatos. This provocative step, which 
further encloses East Jerusalem, is particularly disappointing given the 
international condemnation of the expansion of the Mordot Gilo settlement just a 
few weeks ago. Settlements are not only illegal under international law, but also 
undermine the possibility of a two state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
and those working for a sustainable peace. I call again for these announcements 
to be revoked. Together with our EU and other partners we will make very clear to 
the Israeli Government the strength of our concern". We are continuing to work 
closely with our EU partners in raising these issues with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#111
0313000511  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they have taken to 
secure the release from Israeli prisons of elected members of the Palestinian 
Authority.[HL12485] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We welcome the recent prisoner swap agreed between 
Hamas and Israel, resulting in the release of Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit and 
several hundred Palestinian prisoners. 
The UK hopes that the freeing of Gilad Shalit and the early release of Palestinian 
prisoners will build confidence and trust between Palestinians and Israelis and 
help bring peace a step closer. 
Our embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raises the issue of prisoners in Israeli prisons, 
including elected members of the Palestinian Authority. We continue to call on the 
Israeli Government to take immediate action to ensure that all such cases are 
reviewed by a court in accordance with fair procedures, and that detainees' rights 
are upheld, particularly with regards to fair trial and family visits. All prisoners 
should have access to a fair trial, and Israel should ensure that it acts always in 
accordance with international law. We will continue to raise our concerns with the 
Israeli authorities and to issue statements when appropriate. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel regarding forced evictions in the Sheikh Jarrah area of east 
Jerusalem.[HL12615] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK regularly lobbies on issues relating to house demolitions, 
evictions and settlement building.  We  have  raised  our  concerns  with the Israeli  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#1110313000511
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#1110313000511
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authorities about evictions and the building of additional settler houses in Sheikh 
Jarrah, a predominantly Palestinian neighbourhood of east Jerusalem. Staff at our 
embassy in Tel Aviv and our consulate-general have also underlined our concerns 
to the Jerusalem Municipality and will continue to monitor progress, along with US 
and EU colleagues. 
House demolitions and the eviction of Palestinians from their homes are deeply 
unhelpful when the focus should be on confidence-building steps between Israelis 
and the Palestinians. We view any attempt to change the facts on the ground in 
disputed areas as a serious provocation likely to raise tensions on the ground and 
cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as well as being harmful to 
the peace process and in contravention of international law. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have made 
representations to the Government of Israel concerning alleged violence by Israeli 
settlers in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, including the killing of Mr Samer MA 
Sarhan on 22 September. [HL12616] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK is very concerned at the continued and 
increasing reports of settler violence in the West Bank and east Jerusalem. 
Officials at our embassy in Tel Aviv have discussed the issue with the Israeli 
authorities. It is vitally important that the same level of protection be afforded to 
both Palestinians and Israelis as they go about their everyday lives. 
The UK regularly issues ministerial statements on this and related issues and calls 
on the Israeli authorities to bring those responsible for violence to justice. 
Responding to recent violence by settlers against Arab-Israeli communities, my 
honourable friend the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Alistair Burt, said in 
his statement of 3 October 2011: "I strongly condemn the attack on a mosque in 
Tuba Zangria, northern Israel last night. This intentionally provocative attack on a 
place of worship is appalling. I note that Prime Minister Netanyahu has also 
condemned this senseless act of violence. I welcome the stated determination of 
the Israeli authorities to pursue the criminals responsible and to bring them to 
justice". 
Mr Samer Sarhan was killed on 22 September 2010, an event which triggered 
unrest in various parts of Jerusalem. We have not made recent representations 
about this incident. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they are taking to ensure 
that the European Union fully implements its guidelines on promoting compliance with 
international humanitarian law (2005/C 327/04) with regard to Israel, and to ensure that 
the Council, the Commission and the international community, especially the quartet, are 
active in upholding human rights within the occupied Palestinian territories.[HL12617] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The EU Foreign Affairs Council's conclusions of 
December 2009 urged Israel to act with "the full respect of international 
humanitarian law". See full text at:  
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/11182
9.pdf. 
The UK made clear the importance of a reference to these conclusions in the most 
recent October 2011 conclusions:  
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/1250
21.pdf. 
The UK fully supports the inclusion in the October 2011 EU Foreign Affairs 
Council conclusions of a call for both the parties to resume negotiations under the 
terms and within the timelines indicated in the quartet statement of 23 September 
2011. The quartet has consistently called for both sides to respect international 
human rights law, a call which the UK fully supports. 
EU heads of mission in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, as well as officials in Brussels 
and Geneva, also regularly review and report on related human rights issues. We 
will continue to emphasise the importance  of  upholding  human  rights,  including  

 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/111829.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/111829.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/125021.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/125021.pdf
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within the occupied Palestinian territories. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#111
0313000512  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations have been 
made to the Israeli Government concerning the plans to expel 27,000 Bedouin people 
from their villages in the West Bank.[HL12602] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We continue to support calls by the EU and the UN for a genuine 
solution to the problems that the Bedouin communities in Israel and the West 
Bank face. We are concerned about the prospect of relocation, particularly of 
those communities whose schools and homes are under threat of demolition 
arising from action by settlers in occupied territory, which would be illegal under 
international humanitarian law. 
We have raised the issue with the Israeli authorities, most recently with Defence 
Minister Barak (who formally oversees Israeli responsibilities for civil 
administration in the West Bank), using the school for Bedouin children at Khan 
al-Ahmer as an example and requesting that the demolition not take place. Senior 
officials from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Department for 
International Development most recently visited the Khan al-Ahmer school on 6 
October to give profile to the broader set of issues and discussed with Palestinian 
and UN officials how to respond to the threat of demolition and relocation. 
Our embassy in Tel Aviv is in regular contact with Bedouin and activists, and 
continues to monitor developments, including the Prawer report, which seeks to 
provide an economic development plan for the Bedouin and was approved by the 
Israeli Cabinet on 11 September 2011. The Bedouin do not believe the report 
provides a solution to the problems facing their community. Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu's office maintains that the plan is balanced, and an important part of 
the larger development strategy for the Negev. Legislation in support of the plan is 
due to be raised in the Knesset's winter session, starting in November. In our 
representations with the Israeli authorities and members of the Knesset, we have 
been told that no relocations will take place until legislation is passed. 
We continue to make clear that Israel should take the steps necessary to ensure 
that the rights of minorities are protected. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#111
0313000513  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister comments on Israel and Gaza attacks  
Commenting on the Israeli air strikes on Gaza and the rocket attacks by Palestinian 
militant groups on Israel, all today, Foreign Office Minister Mr Jeremy Browne issued a 
statement. The Minister said: "Today's escalation in violence is deeply unhelpful. We call 
for all sides to exercise restraint. We condemn any actions that target innocent civilians.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=684166382  
 
British Chancellor of the Exchequer visit to the Occupied Palestinian Territories  
… Dr Fayyad and Mr Osborne discussed the current Palestinian economic situation as 
well as the steps being taken to resolve the worldwide financial crisis. Mr Osborne 
stressed UK support for the Prime Minister’s state building agenda and his plans for 
further economic reform, increasing Palestinian self-reliance. 
Following the meeting Mr Osborne said: “I am delighted to have had the  honour to  meet  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#1110313000512
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#1110313000512
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#1110313000513
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031w0001.htm#1110313000513
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=684166382
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Dr Fayyad and congratulate him on the extraordinary progress President Mahmoud 
Abbas and he have achieved in building the institutions of State. I was very interested to 
hear his views on the challenges ahead for the Palestinian economy and his plans to 
tackle them, as well as to discuss the issue of wider financial reform. I am proud that the 
UK is continuing to support Dr Fayyad and the Palestinian Authority in its work and very 
pleased that Britain has pledged £262 million in support of Palestinian development over 
the next three years.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=684026782  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by High Representative Catherine Ashton on exchange of fire in Gaza 
Strip 
… “I am very concerned at the renewed exchange of fire in Gaza Strip and the South of 
Israel following the firing of rockets by Islamic Jihad from Gaza into Israel. I 
wholeheartedly condemn the indiscriminate targeting of civilians where ever they are. I 
call on all sides to respect the cease- fire brokered by Egypt.” 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/125781.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

UNESCO votes to admit Palestine as full member 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) today 
voted to admit Palestine as a full member of the Paris-based agency. UNESCO’s 
General Conference, the agency’s highest ruling body, took the decision by a vote of 107 
in favour to 14 against, with 52 abstentions, according to a news release. The move 
brings the total number of UNESCO member States to 195. … 
Ms. Bokova voiced concern by the “potential challenges” that may arise to the universality 
and financial stability of UNESCO. “I am worried we may confront a situation that could 
erode UNESCO as a universal platform for dialogue. I am worried for the stability of its 
budget. “It is well-known that funding from our largest contributor, the United States, may 
be jeopardized” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40253&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=member  
 
Ban voices concern after deadly violence in Gaza and southern Israel 
… Mr. Ban condemned rocket fire launched from inside Gaza, which has killed an Israeli 
civilian in the country''s south, and called for its complete cessation. He also urged Israel 
to exercise maximum restraint after the country''s military forces reportedly killed 10 
alleged militants in Gaza. 
"He hopes that the parties will fully respect the calm as brokered by Egypt," the statement 
noted, referring to a reported ceasefire organized by Egypt. Mr. Ban added that the Office 
of the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, headed by Robert Serry, 
remained actively engaged with the Israelis and Palestinians in supporting efforts to end 
the violence. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40249&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=684026782
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/125781.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/general_conference_admits_palestine_as_unesco_member_state/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40253&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=member
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40249&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031-
0002.htm#11103121000128  
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx   

 

Scottish Government response to the Justice Committee report   
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/925/0122388.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date 11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031-0002.htm#11103121000128
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111031-0002.htm#11103121000128
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/925/0122388.pdf
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf
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National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
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