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Home Affairs 

Cabinet Office 

The Cabinet Manual 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/cabinet-manual.pdf  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Government 

Minister launches drive for people’s views on equality and fairness in their 
everyday lives 
… The six-month drive will help the Welsh Government to implement the Welsh specific 
equality duties, which came into force last year.  … The Welsh Government is asking the 
people of Wales for examples of when their gender, race, faith or belief, sexual 
orientation, age, being pregnant, or being disabled or transgender has ever made a 
difference to how they’ve been treated when going about their everyday lives. … 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2011/111024fair/?lang=en  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Overseas Aid 
Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
his Department provided to (a) Israel and (b) Egypt in each category of expenditure in the 
latest period for which figures are available. [75793] 

Mr Duncan: For the financial year 2010-11 my Department provided no 
assistance to the Governments of Israel or Egypt. 
The Prime Minister announced in May this year that the UK would provide £110 
million to North African and Arab Spring countries, including Egypt, over the next 
four years, to support political and economic reform and transition in the middle 
east, including Egypt over the next four years. £90 million of this funding will come 
from my department with £20 million supplied by the FCO. Programming of this 
funding  is  currently  under  way  and  will  support   areas  such  as  job  creation,  
 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/cabinet-manual.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2011/111024fair/?lang=en
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economic and social inclusion, political reform and free and fair elections across 
Arab Spring countries. 
My Department has no bilateral programme of assistance to Israel. In the financial 
year 2010-11 £500,000 of Conflict Pool funding was provided to Israeli NGOs 
working to address the causes of conflict and promote co-existence between 
Israel's Jewish and Arab populations and respect for human rights in Israel and 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0
002.htm#11102438000008  
 

Egypt: Politics and Government 
Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps his Department is taking to encourage the Supreme Council of the Armed 
Forces in Egypt to comply with the Camp David accords. [75788] 

Alistair Burt: We have made clear publicly and privately with Egyptian 
interlocutors that we welcome statements made since February 2011, reaffirming 
Egypt's commitment to its international treaty obligations including the Camp 
David Accords. The accords are a cornerstone of regional peace and we 
encourage both sides to abide by their terms. Our priority remains a 
comprehensive negotiated solution to the middle east peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0
001.htm#11102412000006  
 

Middle East: Pipelines 
Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how many British nationals (a) were working on the Arish-Ashkelon pipeline immediately 
before the recent bombings and (b) now work on the Arish-Ashkelon pipeline. [75792] 

Alistair Burt: We have not been made aware of any British nationals who have 
either worked on the Arish-Ashkelon pipeline before the recent bombings, or 
currently. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111021/text/111021w0
001.htm#11102147000090  
 

Middle East: Pipelines 
Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has discussed with his Egyptian counterpart the recent bombings of the 
Arish-Ashkelon pipeline; and if he will make a statement. [75789] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), has not 
discussed the recent bombings of the Arish-Ashkelon pipeline with his 
counterpart. However, we remain concerned about recent security incidents in the 
Sinai, and we welcome the statement by the Supreme Council of the Armed 
Forces on 12 February and subsequently that Egypt would abide by all its regional 
and international treaty obligations.  

Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assistance the Government can provide to the governments of (a) Egypt and (b) 
Israel in respect of reopening the Arish-Ashkelon pipeline. [75791] 

Alistair Burt: We have not offered any assistance to the Egyptian or Israeli 
Governments in respect of reopening the Arish-Ashkelon pipeline, and have no 
current plans to do so. However, we will continue to express our concern about 
the impact of security incidents on stability in the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0
001.htm#11102412000011  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0002.htm#11102438000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0002.htm#11102438000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111021/text/111021w0001.htm#11102147000090
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111021/text/111021w0001.htm#11102147000090
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000011
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Middle East: Pipelines 
Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
funding from his Department is available to assist in the reconstruction of the Arish-
Ashkelon pipeline. [75794] 

Mr Duncan: No funding is available to assist the reconstruction of the Arish-
Ashkelon pipeline. The Prime Minister announced in May this year that the UK 
would provide £110 million to North African and Arab Spring countries, including 
Egypt, over the next four years, to support political and economic reform and 
transition in the middle east, including Egypt over the next four years. £90 million 
of this funding will come from my Department with £20 million supplied by the 
FCO. Programming of this funding is currently under way and will support areas 
such as job creation, economic and social inclusion, political reform and free and 
fair elections across Arab Spring countries. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0
002.htm#11102438000009  
 

Middle East: Natural Gas 
Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the likelihood of the restoration of gas supplies from 
Egypt to Israel; and if he will make a statement. [75790] 

Alistair Burt: We have received no reports on the likelihood of the restoration of 
gas supplies from Egypt to Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0
001.htm#11102412000010  
 

Palestinians: Prisoners 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on hunger strikes by Palestinians in prison in Israel; and if 
he will make a statement. [75814] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware that Palestinian prisoners have been on hunger strike 
since 27 September. This was suspended for three days while awaiting 
confirmation that the Israeli Prison Service will officially end its policy on punitive 
isolation. Other demands, including education, seem to have been met as part of 
the prisoner exchange deal on 18 October.  
The UK is continuing to monitor closely the situation with regard to Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli prisons. Palestinian prisoners should have access to a fair trial, 
and Israel should ensure that it treats detainees in accordance with international 
law. We continue to raise our concerns with the Israeli authorities and to issue 
statements when appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0
001.htm#11102412000012  
 

Palestinians: Recognition of States 
Grahame M. Morris: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of progress at the UN on the application by the 
Palestinian Authority for recognition as a state. [76142] 

Alistair Burt: President Abbas submitted the Palestinian application for full 
membership of the UN on 23 September. No vote is imminent in the Security 
Council, while the membership committee considers its recommendation. So far 
we have not been presented with a detailed proposal on which to take a position. 
Whether the committee returns the issue to the Security Council, or whether 
President Abbas decides to turn to the General Assembly, the UK will use its vote 
in a way which increases the likelihood of a return to meaningful negotiations. 
The UK's position on recognition of a Palestinian state is clear:  a Palestinian state  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0002.htm#11102438000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0002.htm#11102438000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000012
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is a legitimate goal, and the best way of achieving this is through a comprehensive 
agreement between Israel and the Palestinians. The UK has deliberately reserved 
its position on the question of recognition of Palestinian statehood while we 
continue to urge all parties back to talks. Withholding our position in this way, 
along with other European partners, maintains the pressure on both sides to show 
the flexibility needed to enable a return to negotiations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0
001.htm#11102412000013  

 

United Nations 

Resolve shown in Middle East prisoner exchange must extend to peace talks – UN 
The United Nations political chief today called on Israel and the Palestinians to show the 
kind of resolve to take the kind of difficult decisions seen in the recent prisoner exchange 
in their search for a lasting peace. …  “We call for this same determination to be 
displayed regarding the most important issue – the quest for a lasting peace. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40172&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
** Education Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/education.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
Amendment 61, relating to collective worship in schools 
col 592  Lord Avebury: … Eighteen per cent of the population now reports having no 
religion. Of the 72 per cent who identify themselves as Christians, fewer than one-third 
say that they actively practice their religion; that falls to just over one in five among those 
aged 16 to 29. … It is time for the long-standing tradition which no longer reflects the 
beliefs of more than a tiny fraction of the people to be jettisoned. … That children should 
learn the moral and ethical standards which are common to mankind is unarguable, but 
that they should be linked to particular rituals based on obeisance to a supernatural 
being for which there is no scientific evidence lessens the respect and credibility of the 
standards themselves. … 
Without the ability to opt out of worship head teachers, acting in the best interests of their 
pupils, are being forced to act outside the law. … The legal requirement for pupils to take 
part in collective worship on every school day is a clear breach of young people's rights 
under not only the ICCPR and the ECHR but also under Article 14.1 of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111024/text/111024w0001.htm#11102412000013
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40172&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/education.html
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col 594  Baroness Turner of Camden: … While parents have the right to withdraw their 
child from collective worship, for many parents this is not a satisfactory option as they 
feel it is unfair to exclude and separate their children from classmates … 

 

col 596  The Lord Bishop of Ripon and Leeds: … When the nation faces a time of 
crisis or indeed of joy and delight, it tends to do so in terms of prayer. Children need to 
know what prayer is about, and one of the best ways for that to happen is through the 
worship that takes place in both church schools and community schools. … 

 

col 599  Lord Cormack: … I do not like to take the name of a Member who is not 
present, but there is no more staunch defender of the establishment in this country than 
the Chief Rabbi, the noble Lord, Lord Sacks, who on many occasions has put it on record 
that he believes that the maintenance of the Church of England and the established 
church is very important to this country. He believes, as I do, that the teaching of certain 
truths, certain values, certain issues, is of equal importance. … 

 

col 601  Baroness Paisley of St George's: My Lords, there are thousands of parents in 
our country today who do not have a Bible in their homes and who do not read it to their 
children. School is the only place where these children are given any light at all into the 
word of God. … 

 

col 602  Lord Hill of Oareford: … The Government believe that the experience of 
collective worship makes a contribution to the spiritual and moral development of young 
people, not just for those who attend religious schools. Collective worship in schools is 
different from the worship people choose to attend in a church, synagogue, mosque or 
other place of worship. The purpose of this requirement is not to force pupils or school 
staff to worship a deity, but rather to understand and experience the benefits that joining 
together, inspired by the positive values found in Christianity and other religions, can 
bring to the individual and to the community. … 

 

Amendment disagreed 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111024-
0002.htm#11102423001004  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111024-0002.htm#11102423001004
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76
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