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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Official Visits 
Mr Love: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what prior 
agreement was reached between the Government and the Government of Israel on 
special mission status for the visit to the UK of the Leader of the Opposition in Israel; 
what the terms of the agreement were; and on what date it was agreed. [74145] 

Alistair Burt: There was no formal agreement with the Government of Israel on 
special mission status. In Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) practice, 
there are no prescribed formalities for consenting to a special mission, but such 
consent may be inferred from the circumstances of any given visit. 
In relation to the visit to the UK by the Leader of the Opposition of Israel, Mrs 
Livni, on 5-6 October, the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right hon. Friend, the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), 
agreed on 27 September that she should visit the UK in order to discuss matters 
of mutual interest in relations between Israel and the UK. Detailed arrangements 
for the visit were then agreed between the FCO and the embassy of Israel. 

Mr Love: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs on what 
occasions special mission status has been granted to visiting politicians of opposition 
parties in Israel in the last 10 years; and if he will make a statement. [74164] 

Alistair Burt: We do not have central records of opposition politicians who have 
visited the UK (Israeli politicians included) in the past 10 years, nor of the 
particular circumstances of each visit or whether they were designated as special 
missions. 

Mr Love: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions have been held with the Government of Israel on the granting of special 
mission status to Israeli opposition politicians visiting the UK; and if he will make a 
statement. [74265] 

Alistair Burt: Subsequent to the visit by Leader of the Opposition of Israel, Mrs 
Livni, on 5-6 October, Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials have explained 
to the Israeli embassy how special mission status is considered and that each visit 
is treated on its own merits. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111018/text/111018w0
004.htm#11101911000010  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111018/text/111018w0004.htm#11101911000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111018/text/111018w0004.htm#11101911000010
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Official Visits 
Mr Love: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs on what 
occasions special mission status has been granted to visiting politicians of opposition 
parties in each of the last five years; and if he will make a statement. [74163] 

Alistair Burt: We do not have central records of opposition politicians who have 
visited the UK in the past five years, nor of the particular circumstances of each 
visit or whether they were designated as special missions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111018/text/111018w0
004.htm#11101911000011  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
address the current shortages of medicine and medical supplies in Gaza. [HL12079] 

Baroness Northover: The UK supports healthcare in Gaza through our financial 
assistance to the Palestinian Authority (PA), and our core funding to the UN Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA). The PA provides healthcare services to non-
refugees and hospital care for all Gazans. UNRWA provides primary healthcare to 
the 70 per cent of the population in Gaza who are refugees. Our financial support, 
along with that of other donors, to the PA is crucial in enabling the PA to procure 
drugs and disposables by helping to reduce budgetary constraints on the Ministry 
of Health. We are also supporting the UN Access Co-ordination Unit to work with 
the World Health Organisation, Israel, the Palestinian Authority, and aid agencies 
to facilitate the transfer of medical equipment and supplies into Gaza. The UK is 
at the forefront of the international effort pushing for the easing of movement and 
access restrictions for Gaza and raises these issue regularly with the Israeli 
Authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111018w0001.htm#111
01860000304  
 
 

United Nations 

Israeli-Palestinian prisoner exchange a ‘humanitarian breakthrough’ – Ban 
Calling today’s exchange of prisoners by Israel and the Palestinian group Hamas a 
“significant humanitarian breakthrough,” Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said he hoped it 
would have a far-reaching and positive impact on the stalled Middle East peace process. 
In a statement issued by his spokesperson, Mr. Ban noted that “he has long called for the 
end of unacceptable captivity of [Israeli soldier] Gilad Shalit and has also called for the 
release of Palestinian prisoners.” … 
 … Mr. Ban said he was very encouraged by today’s actions and voiced hope that the 
two parties will return to negotiations so they can realize the vision of two States, Israel 
and Palestine, living side by side in peace and security. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40096&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111018/text/111018w0004.htm#11101911000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111018/text/111018w0004.htm#11101911000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111018w0001.htm#11101860000304
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111018w0001.htm#11101860000304
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=5616
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40096&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
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Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Joint Committee on Human Rights: Legislative Scrutiny Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201012/jtselect/jtrights/204/204.pdf  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201012/jtselect/jtrights/204/204.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/
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The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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