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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Internet: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Donohoe: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) what steps her 
Department is taking to tackle UK-based websites which promote (a) racism, (b) 
sectarianism and (c) bigotry; and if she will make a statement; [73610] 
(2) if she will discuss with the Minister for Women and Equalities action against UK-based 
websites which encourage (a) religious conflict, (b) racism and (c) bigotry; and if she will 
make a statement. [73611] 

Lynne Featherstone [holding answer 12 October 2011]: We are clear that hatred 
and prejudice have no place in our society. Tackling hate crime is an issue that 
the Government take very seriously. We have a number of laws in place which 
make it a criminal offence to use threatening words or behaviour and or to display, 
publish or distribute any written material with intent to stir up hatred on the 
grounds of race, religion or sexual orientation. These laws apply equally to online 
material and our courts have convicted offenders for such offences. 
We recognise however, there is also online content that, while not illegal, is 
considered to be either harmful or offensive. Such content raises issues which 
require a considered approach that balances freedom of expression with 
necessary and proportionate protections. We continue to work across 
Government and with industry representatives to seek practical solutions in 
responding adequately to offensive and criminal online material. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0
003.htm#1110189000039  
 

Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006 
Cathy Jamieson: To ask the Attorney-General how many people have been (a) charged 
and (b) convicted under the provisions of the Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006. 
[74072] 

The Attorney-General [holding answer 13 October 2011]: The provisions of the 
Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006 amended section 29 of the Public Order Act 
1986 to create offences of stirring up hatred against persons on religious grounds. 
All prosecutions for offences under section 29 of the Public Order Act as amended 
by the Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006 are conducted by the Crown 
Prosecution Service’s special crime and counter-terrorism division. Figures held 
by them for the last three years are summarised in the following table and refer to 
the year in which the prosecution was commenced. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0003.htm#1110189000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0003.htm#1110189000039
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 Number charged Convictions 

2008-09 0 0 

2009-10 1 0 

2010-11 3 1 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0
003.htm#1110189000057  
 

Faith Schools 
Patrick Mercer (Newark) (Con): What recent assessment has [the Secretary of State for 
Education] made of the funding of faith schools; and if he will make a statement. [74428] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Education (Tim Loughton): 
No separate assessment has been made of faith school funding. The only 
distinction in funding between faith schools and other maintained schools and 
academies is in the contribution to capital-funded projects made by voluntary-
aided schools. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/debtext/11101
7-0001.htm#1110177000021  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Arrest Warrants 
Mr Love: To ask the Attorney-General what discussions he has had with the Director of 
Public Prosecutions on (a) the visit to the UK in October 2011 of the Leader of the 
Opposition in Israel and (b) the potential issue of an arrest warrant on his arrival; and if 
he will make a statement. [74146] 

The Attorney-General: During the afternoon of 4 October 2011, an application 
was made to the Director of Public Prosecutions, Keir Starmer, QC, to exercise 
his consent pursuant to section 153 of the Police and Social Responsibility Act 
2011, for a private prosecutor to apply for a warrant to arrest Ms Tzipi Livni, the 
former Foreign Secretary in Israel for alleged offences relating to grave breaches 
of the Fourth Geneva convention in relation to military action in Gaza in December 
2008. 
I had no discussions with the director in respect of Ms Livni’s visit in advance of 
the visit taking place. I was consulted by him in the evening of 5 October. It is 
normal practice for the director to consult with the Attorney-General in cases of 
particular sensitivity and was necessary in this case as the offence for which 
arrest was sought was one that required the consent of the Attorney-General for it 
to proceed to trial. The decision remained that of the director. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0
003.htm#1110189000050  
 

Gilad Shalit 
Mr Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent steps he has taken to assist efforts towards the release of Gilad 
Shalit. [73306] 

Mr Hague: The UK has long called for Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit's immediate and 
unconditional release. We welcome the agreement between Israel and Hamas 
announced on 11 October to release him as part of a prisoner exchange. Holding 
him in captivity has been utterly  unjustified from the beginning and yet it has gone  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0003.htm#1110189000057
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0003.htm#1110189000057
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/debtext/111017-0001.htm#1110177000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/debtext/111017-0001.htm#1110177000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0003.htm#1110189000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0003.htm#1110189000050
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on for five long years. We are pleased that this long overdue development is 
finally taking place. 
During his visit in June, the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire 
(Alistair Burt), met the father of Gilad Shalit and conveyed our sympathies and 
concerns. Baroness Ashton, EU High Representative, met the parents on 19 July 
and issued a statement confirming that she would continue to raise this issue in all 
her meetings, on behalf of the EU. 
On 22 June, I released the following statement: 
“On the fifth anniversary of the kidnap of Israeli Staff Sergeant Gilad Shalit, we 
remember his family and call again for his immediate release. For five years Gilad 
Shalit's parents, Noam and Aviva, have been waiting for his return and praying 
that each day should be the last day of his captivity. It is unacceptable that Gilad 
Shalit is being held by Hamas without any access to the Red Cross. 
Hamas must immediately allow a representative of the Red Cross to visit him. The 
last sign of life was received on 2 October 2009. Gilad Shalit's family have been 
waiting for almost two years for another such message. It is difficult to imagine the 
pain and anguish they must feel. My thoughts are very much with Gilad and his 
family on this day. I call again for Hamas to release Gilad Shalit immediately and 
unconditionally.”  Mr Shalit's long captivity has been painful for his family and I 
hope that he will be reunited with them as soon as possible. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0
002.htm#1110187000056  
 

Israel: Politics and Government 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent meetings he has had with the Israeli Leader of the Opposition; what issues were 
discussed; and if he will make a statement. [R] [74693] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), most recently 
met with the Leader of the Opposition of Israel, Tzipi Livni, on 6 October 2011. 
Speaking after the meeting, he issued the following statement: 
“I was delighted to welcome Ms Livni to London at a critical moment for the Middle 
East. It was an appalling situation when political abuse of our legal procedures 
prevented people like Mrs Livni from travelling legitimately to the UK. We have 
dealt with this urgently as we promised to on coming to office. The UK will 
continue to honour our international obligations and make sure that people who 
have committed some of the most awful crimes—wherever in the world they took 
place—can be brought to justice in our courts. 
Today's meeting showed the warmth and strength of our bilateral relations. Israel 
is an important ally and we will continue to work together to face common threats 
such as the Iranian nuclear programme. We discussed the importance of building 
support for a two state solution that leads to a lasting peace in the Middle East. I 
made clear my desire to see Israel secure now and in the future, alongside a 
Palestinian state, and my belief that both Israelis and Palestinians should return to 
talks in line with the Quartet Statement.” 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0
002.htm#1110187000063  
 

Israel: Abortion 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
information his Department holds on the abortion rate in Israel in each of the last three 
years; and if he will make a statement. [R] [74685] 

Alistair Burt: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office does not hold information 
on  abortion  rates  in Israel,  but the  Israel  Central  Bureau of statistics publishes  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0002.htm#1110187000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0002.htm#1110187000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0002.htm#1110187000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0002.htm#1110187000063
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data annually. These data cover the period between 2009 to 2011. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0
002.htm#1110187000062  
 

Israel and Palestine 
To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to the 
Government of Israel about the arrest of Mr Ahmad Attoun, a deputy of the Palestinian 
Legislative Council; and whether they have been able to discover his subsequent 
situation.[HL12080] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware that Mr Ahmed Attoun was arrested on 26 September 
and he remains in detention. Two other Palestinian Legislative Council members 
continue their sit-in at the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), which 
now stands at over 400 days. 
British consulate staff visited the ICRC on the day of the arrest and met with a 
member of the ICRC the following day. We continue to make clear to the Israeli 
authorities that the forcible transfer of people out of the city of Jerusalem for 
political reasons is illegal under international law. 
On 26 September the ICRC issued a statement outlining its concerns about the 
arrest. We last spoke to the ICRC regarding this on 4 October. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111017w0001.htm#111
01711000866  
 

West Bank: Education 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
reports he has received of access to education for the Bedouin population in the West 
Bank. [73587] 

Mr Duncan: We are aware that Palestinians in the West Bank, and especially 
Area C, have encountered various difficulties in accessing education, including 
restrictions on movement and/or inability to get planning permission for schools. 
These problems were highlighted in the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs report “West Bank Movement and Access Update” published 
in August.   While we have not received any reports into access to education 
specifically for the Bedouin population, we are aware of the risk of demolition of 
the school building in the village of Khan al Ahmar, which is used by children from 
the Jahalin Bedouin community. The UK funds the Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC) to provide legal assistance and advice to Palestinians to help them 
understand and defend their housing, land and property rights. As part of this 
programme the NRC is providing legal representation to the village of Khan al 
Ahmar to prevent the demolition of the school and houses. The British embassy in 
Tel Aviv has also made representations to Israeli Ministers, requesting that the 
demolition should not proceed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0
001.htm#11101733000022  
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

General Affairs Council and Foreign Affairs Council, 10-11 October 2011 
The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): The Foreign Affairs Council and 
General Affairs Council were held on 10-11 October in Luxembourg. … 
Middle East Peace Process  
Ministers agreed conclusions which reiterated their support for Baroness Ashton’s efforts 
on behalf of the EU to re-launch the peace process. There was an appeal for both parties  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0002.htm#1110187000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0002.htm#1110187000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111017w0001.htm#11101711000866
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111017w0001.htm#11101711000866
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0001.htm#11101733000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/text/111017w0001.htm#11101733000022
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to resume negotiations under the terms set out in the quartet statement of 23 September. 
Ministers expressed their disappointment with the recent settlement expansion in the East 
Jerusalem settlement of Gilo. Baroness Ashton briefed Ministers on the Quartet envoys’ 
meeting of 9 October in Brussels and plans to invite the parties to meet in the coming 
days. The Foreign Secretary emphasised the need for continued EU unity in response to 
any resolutions proposed at the United Nations in New York. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/wmstext/11101
7m0001.htm#1110173000004  

 
 

Downing Street 

PM Statement on the release of Seargeant Gilad Shalit 
Mr Cameron said: “I know that people across Britain will share in the joy and relief felt by 
Gilad Shalit and his family today.  I can only imagine the heartache of the last five years, 
and I am full of admiration for the courage and fortitude which Sergeant Shalit and his 
family have shown through his long cruel and unjustified captivity.  I congratulate Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and everyone involved for bringing him home safely, and hope this 
prisoner exchange will bring peace a step closer.  “Britain will continue to stand by Israel 
in defeating terrorism.  We remain strongly committed to the cause of peace in the Middle 
East – with Israel and a Palestinian state living side by side in security.  We will continue 
to work for direct negotiations to achieve that end.” 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/pm-statement-on-the-release-of-sergeant-gilad-shalit/  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister welcomes release of Gilad Shalit  
Speaking today Mr Burt said: "I first met with Noam Shalit when I was campaigning with 
other MPs and European MPs for Gilad's release. When I saw Noam a few weeks ago in 
Jerusalem we did not know his son would be free so soon. 
"I welcome his release from this unjustifiable captivity, and know that this has been a hard 
agreement for many people, who show great courage in accepting it. 
"I hope that we might see more progress on other issues leading to Middle East peace 
and reconciliation." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=671005582  

 
 

European Parliament 

President Jerzy Buzek on the release of Gilad Shalit 
… "We have been waiting for this news for too long. I am glad to hear about Gilad's 
peaceful and mutually agreed release. During his 5 years in captivity the European 
Parliament, and European citizens, have never forgotten Shalit's plight and have been 
using every occasion to call for his immediate release. Galid's case was felt even more 
strongly as he is both an Israeli and a European citizen.  
I have myself personally supported Gilad's release. I have met his father in Strasbourg in 
2010 and have used every official opportunity during my official visit to the Middle East to 
show sympathy and support for his case.  
Only last week, I have opened together with Reuven Rivlin, Speaker of the Knesset, an 
exhibition in the European Parliament to remember Gilad's case. Only twenty-four hours 
after the exhibition, the news came of the agreement to release Gilad Shalit. … 
Gilad's personal story is  a testimony  to the idea that we must not lose  faith in the pursuit  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/wmstext/111017m0001.htm#1110173000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111017/wmstext/111017m0001.htm#1110173000004
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/pm-statement-on-the-release-of-sergeant-gilad-shalit/
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=671005582
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of reconciliation, even if this requires some hard compromises and negotiations. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20111018IPR29649/html/EP-
President-Jerzy-Buzek-on-the-release-of-Gilad-Shalit  

 
 

Council of Europe 

PACE President welcomes Israel-Hamas prisoner exchange  
Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
today welcomed the prisoner exchange between Israel and Hamas as “good news”.  
“It is a sign, at a difficult time for the peace process, that sustained negotiations are 
possible and more effective than the continuation of a stalemate between Palestinians and 
Israelis,” he said.  “The release of soldier Gilad Shalit was one of the key issues the 
Assembly said it would follow when it granted, the Palestinian National Council ‘Partner for 
democracy’ status on 4 October 2011. I am happy that our new partnership, put in place 
thanks to the work of our PACE rapporteur … is already bearing fruit.  
When I met President Abbas on 6 October in Strasbourg, he told me of the efforts being 
made to encourage this prisoner swap. Its successful conclusion is a welcome sign that 
our Palestinian partners are serious about fulfilling their commitments to PACE. Our 
Assembly has also called for imprisoned members of the Palestinian Legislative Council to 
be released, and I hope that they are among those included in the exchange,”  … 
To read the full press release see 
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1852357&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_sel
f&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383  

 
 

United Nations 

Israel-Hamas prisoner exchange is a positive step, Ban says 
The recent announcement by Israel and the Palestinian group Hamas to exchange 
prisoners is a welcome step that should generate positive momentum for ongoing efforts 
to resolve the Middle East conflict, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today. … 
Addressing journalists in Bern, Switzerland, where he is on an official visit, Mr. Ban 
described the announcement as “very welcome. And I sincerely hope that this will give 
some positive momentum for their relationship for peace and security. And I am going to 
continue to work towards that direction.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40076&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20111018IPR29649/html/EP-President-Jerzy-Buzek-on-the-release-of-Gilad-Shalit
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20111018IPR29649/html/EP-President-Jerzy-Buzek-on-the-release-of-Gilad-Shalit
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1852357&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383
https://wcd.coe.int/wcd/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1852357&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40076&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
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Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111017-
0001.htm#1110176000450  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111017-
0003.htm#1110182000103  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
 

 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111017-0001.htm#1110176000450
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111017-0001.htm#1110176000450
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111017-0003.htm#1110182000103
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111017-0003.htm#1110182000103
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
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Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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