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Home Affairs 

Farm Animal Welfare Committee 

Experts required for the Farm Animal Welfare Committee 
The Farm Animal Welfare Committee … [is] looking to recruit the following five experts to 
share their knowledge:  

 An expert in the commercial and engineering aspects of slaughter and killing  
 An expert in the science of slaughter and killing …  

The time commitment is 15-20 days per year … For a full information pack and 
application form, please contact … fawcsecretariat@defra.gsi.gov.uk or 020 7238 
5016/6340.The deadline for receipt of applications is 12 noon on 23 September 2011. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Experts-required-for-the-Farm-Animal-Welfare-
Committee.pdf  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister condemns Israel attacks  
Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt … said: “I condemn these appalling and 
senseless acts of violence. As efforts for peace in the region continue, this brutality has 
no place, nor its perpetrators any excuse. My thoughts and prayers are with those killed 
and injured and I offer sincere condolences to their families and friends.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=645743582  

 
 

European Commission 

Palestinian people and local business at the heart of the Commission's new 
assistance package  
The European Commission today announced additional financial support to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory for state-building, water-management and sanitation, as well as 
education and health services for refugees. The €115 million package will also comprise 
financial assistance to businesses in the West Bank,  helping to create jobs and generate  
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growth in the area. The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian 
Refugees (UNRWA) will benefit through a € 40 million share of the new funding. EU 
Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy Štefan Füle 
announcing the adoption of the package said: "This support shows clearly the EU's 
standing commitment to the Two-State Solution, by supporting those institutions which 
will help to form the Palestinian State, as well as ongoing help to UNWRA's work in 
providing essential assistance in different areas including education, health and social 
services to the refugee population."  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/976&format=HTML&age
d=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  

 
 

United Nations 

Visiting Egypt, UN envoy urges calm after recent violence on Israeli border 
A senior United Nations envoy has voiced deep concern over the death of Egyptian 
security personnel during the incident that occurred near the country’s border with Israel 
last week and stressed the need to restore calm. Robert Serry, the UN Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, travelled to Cairo yesterday and met the 
foreign affairs minister Mohamed Amr and General Murad Muwafi, the chief of 
intelligence, telling them that he remained worried about continuing tensions, in particular 
the escalation of violence in Gaza and southern Israel. … 
Mr. Serry emphasized the UN’s strong opposition to the recent Israeli announcement that 
more settlements would be built in the occupied Palestinian territory, including in East 
Jerusalem, in contravention of international law. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39345&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
UN and diplomatic partners condemn recent attacks in southern Israel  
The United Nations and its diplomatic partners in the search for peace in the Middle East 
on Saturday strongly condemned the attacks in southern Israel earlier this week, as well 
as all acts of terrorism in the region, and urged all parties to exercise restraint. 
The Middle East Quartet … said the attacks were “cowardly acts of premeditated 
terrorism” and expressed hope that those responsible for planning and carrying out the 
violence will quickly be brought to justice. … “The Quartet remains concerned about the 
unsustainable situation in Gaza as well as the risk of escalation, and calls for restraint 
from all sides,” it said in a statement. It also voiced concern over the security situation in 
the Sinai Peninsula. Recent commitments by the Egyptian Government to address the 
security situation in the Sinai are important, and the Quartet encourages the Egyptian 
Government to find a lasting resolution to the issue of Sinai security,” … 
In his condemnation of the violence on Thursday, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon also 
expressed concerned over the risk of escalation and urged all parties to act with restraint. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39343&Cr=Quartet&Cr1=  
 
Statement by Bureau of Committee on Exercise of Inalienable Rights of Palestinian 
People on Upsurge in Israeli Settlement Activity 
The Bureau of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People is deeply alarmed by the upsurge in illegal Israeli settlement activity in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including occupied East Jerusalem, since the beginning 
of August.  … 
The Bureau strongly condemns these illegal and provocative acts by the occupying 
Power, undertaken with the aim to encircle and separate East Jerusalem from the rest of 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory behind a wall of settlements.  They also cement Israeli  
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control over the West Bank by fragmenting it in ways which would render a viable, 
contiguous and sovereign Palestinian State impossible to achieve in accordance with the 
two-State solution on the basis of the pre-1967 borders.  The Bureau calls on Israel to 
immediately cease and reverse these unilateral actions, freeze all settlement activity in 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem, including the so-called “natural growth”, and 
dismantle outposts erected since 2001, obligations Israel undertook in accordance with 
the Road Map. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/gapal1209.doc.htm  
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Legal intervention on religion or belief 
rights: seeking your views (closes 31 August 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/legal/ecthr_consultation_11_aug_1
1.doc  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closes 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closes 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date 11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education (closes 30 
November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
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