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Home Affairs 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

BBC Interview with William Hague (Andrew Marr Show) 
William Hague: … across the countries of Europe and globally, we have extremely 
strong counter-terrorism cooperation, we're reinforcing that all the time; and our own 
counter-terrorism strategy (CONTEST) was published a couple of weeks ago saying that 
we must be ready to face all forms of terrorism. Of course the main terrorist threat, as 
Jacqui Smith was saying earlier, remains Al Qaeda or people inspired by Al Qaeda, but 
that is not the only kind of extremist or terrorist threat. … 
we must not think because of this event that Al Qaeda inspired terrorism is not a threat. It 
remains in all assessments the single biggest terrorist threat to the United Kingdom and 
to our European allies. That remains the case. But the other answer to that is that in our 
counter-terrorism strategy, it's very clear that that's not the only form of threat that we 
may face. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/andrew_marr_show/9546910.stm  

 
 

Cabinet Office 

£10million to kick start Big Society public services 
A £10million fund is being made available to charities and social enterprises to help them 
develop the skills and infrastructure to win more capital investment and public service 
contracts Nick Hurd, Minister for Civil Society, announced today. 
The Investment and Contract Readiness Fund is one of the latest in a number of actions 
paving the way for charities, social enterprises and other civil society organisations to 
play a bigger role in public service delivery. The Minister outlined plans in an open letter 
to the sector today. …  
Nick Hurd, Minister for Civil Society, said: We are creating new opportunities potentially 
worth billions of pounds for charities and social enterprises. By enabling all sectors to 
compete for contracts on a level playing field citizens and communities will benefit from 
greater choice and more responsive services. … 
To read the full press erlease see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/%C2%A310million-kick-start-big-society-public-
services  
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Israel 

United Nations 

UN officials visit West Bank village where home demolitions by Israel have risen 
Two senior United Nations officials today visited a Bedouin community in the occupied 
Palestinian territory (oPt) amid increasing home demolitions by the Israeli authorities, 
who have control over security, planning and zoning in the area. 
Maxwell Gaylard, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for oPt and David Hutton, the acting 
Director of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, 
visited the village of Khan Al Ahmar where more homes have been razed this year than 
in the previous two years. … 
Under the planning and zoning regime applied by the Israeli authorities in Area C, 
Palestinian construction is effectively prohibited in some 70 per cent of the area, while in 
the remaining 30 per cent, a range of restrictions virtually eliminate the possibility of 
obtaining a building permit … There are demolition orders issued against another 250 
structures in communities around Khan Al Ahmar, …  
Some 20 Bedouin communities, with a combined population of 2,353, two-thirds of them 
youngsters under the age of 18, live in the area in the Jerusalem periphery. More than 80 
per cent of them are now at risk of being displaced due to the expansion of the Ma’ale 
Adumin Jewish settlement and the planned construction of the Barrier. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39104&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closes 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closes 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
** Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education (closes 30 
November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1  
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