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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what further reports they have 
received from the Israeli and Palestinian authorities on (a) the treatment, and (b) the 
condition of incarceration, of child prisoners in Israeli prisons.[HL11058] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We continue to monitor this issue and often receive reports from 
various non-governmental organisations including Defence for Children 
International. The UK remains concerned about the number of children currently 
being held in Israeli prisons. We raise our concerns with the Israeli Government 
about the application of due process and the treatment of Palestinian detainees, 
including where children are involved, on a frequent basis. Most recently my 
honourable friend Alistair Burt raised this during his recent visit to the region and 
our ambassador in Tel Aviv has raised the issue of Israel's treatment of 
Palestinian children with Education Minister Saar and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs' principal legal adviser Daniel Taub. 
The noble Baroness may be interested to hear that alongside our existing 
projects, our consulate general in Jerusalem has recently secured funding to fund 
the UK Bar Committee for Human Rights to come to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories in September 2011 to research a report about the treatment of children 
arrested and detained in the Israeli military court system. 
We shall continue to raise our concerns with the Israeli authorities and issue 
statements when appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110720w0001.htm#110
720126001401  
 

Palestine 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what funding they have provided in 
the last 12 months to schools under the Palestinian jurisdiction.[HL11137] 

Baroness Verma: The UK provided £30 million in financial assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) in the financial year 2010-11 through a World Bank 
trust fund. This helped the PA provide basic services, such as healthcare and 
education, to Palestinians in both the West Bank and Gaza. The PA spent 18.2 
per cent of its budget on education in 2010. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110720w0002.htm#110
720126001414  
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Other Relevant Information 

United Nations 

UN agency welcomes data showing male circumcision can help prevent HIV in men 
The United Nations agency at the forefront of the global AIDS response has strongly 
welcomed new data that provides further evidence that male circumcision is effective in 
preventing HIV in men.  The study … showed a 55 per cent reduction in HIV prevalence 
and a 76 per cent reduction in HIV incidence in circumcised men … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39099&Cr=HIV&Cr1=AIDS  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Committee Stage, Hosue of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110720-
0002.htm#110720112002790  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110720-
0001.htm#110720112002787  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Written evidence 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/terrorism/terror.pdf  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes tomorrow 
Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  

 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closes 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closes 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
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