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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Raed Salah 
Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department when she expects to 
announce the outcome of her investigation into the entry of Raed Salah into the UK. 
[64259] 

Damian Green [holding answer 7 July 2011]: Her Majesty's Inspectorate of 
Constabulary has been asked to investigate the circumstances of Raed Salah's 
entry to the United Kingdom on 25 June. On receipt of that report I will set out my 
plans to announce the outcome. 

Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps officials in 
her Department took on being notified of the presence of Raed Salah in the UK. [64341] 

Damian Green [holding answer 7 July 2011]: The Government do not routinely 
comment on individual exclusion cases but in this instance the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department has considered it is important to do so and he had put 
the details of his case into the public domain. Raed Salah was excluded from the 
UK on 23 June as a result of numerous statements he had made, details of which 
were obtained from a variety of sources across the Government. As an Israeli 
national Mr Salah does not require a visa and he managed to enter the UK. He 
was on the Home Office watch list and should have been refused entry as a result 
of the Secretary of State's exclusion decision. Her Majesty's Inspector of 
Constabulary is investigating how this happened now. Mr Salah has been 
detained and the UK Border Agency is making arrangements to remove him. 

Anas Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) on what 
grounds her Department issued an exclusion order against Sheikh Raed Salah; [65761] 
(2) when her Department notified the UK Border Agency of the exclusion order served on 
Sheikh Raed Salah; [65762]  
(3) when and where her Department served the exclusion order on Sheikh Raed Salah; 
[65763] 
(4) when her Department was informed of Sheikh Raed Salah's presence in the UK; 
[65764] 
(5) what contact her Department had with officials at the UK Border Agency regarding 
Sheikh Raed Salah (a) before and (b) after his arrest. [65806] 
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Damian Green: I refer the hon. Member to the reply given on 6 July 2011, Official 
Report, column 1221W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110712/text/110712w0
003.htm#1107131000030  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110706/text/110706w0
001.htm#110706108000029  
 

 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Contest (UK Strategy for Countering Terrorism) 
The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mrs Theresa May): I have today 
published a revised version of Contest: The United Kingdom’s strategy for countering 
terrorism. … 
International counter-terrorism work has made very significant progress over the past 10 
years. … But al-Qaeda continues to be a significant threat and other terrorist groups, 
some affiliated to al-Qaeda—notably in Yemen and Somalia—have emerged over the 
past two years to be a substantial threat in their own right. The threat from Northern 
Ireland related terrorism has also increased. … 
The scope of the strategy has been broadened to cover all forms of terrorism and has 
been changed to reflect the Government’s security and counter-terrorism policies. 
Under our “Pursue” work, the purpose of which is to stop terrorist attacks, we have 
already reviewed the most controversial counter-terrorism and security powers which 
have been in place here and made significant changes to them. … 
We have revised work on “Prevent”—which aims to stop people being drawn into terrorist 
activity—and have already published a comprehensive assessment or work to date and a 
statement of our future strategy. Like Contest as a whole “Prevent” has increased in 
scope to deal with all forms of terrorism and also to more clearly tackle extremism which 
is conducive to terrorist activity and can draw people towards it. We will make a clearer 
distinction between our “Prevent” work and our programmes to support integration. Our 
focus will be on challenging ideology, supporting vulnerable people, and working with key 
sectors where radicalisation may occur. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110712/wmstext/11071
2m0001.htm#11071244000007  
 

 

Home Office 

The Counter-terrorism strategy 
CONTEST, the UK's Counter-terrorism strategy, aims to reduce the risk to the United 
Kingdom and its interests overseas from terrorism, so that people can go about their lives 
freely and with confidence. 
Our new Counter-terrorism strategy (CONTEST) has been changed to reflect the terrorist 
threats we now face, and the government's security and counter-terrorism policies. This 
replaces the version published in 2009…  

 The Counter-terrorism strategy document in full 
 Information about the Pursue workstream of the strategy 
 Information about the Prevent workstream of the strategy 
 Information about the Protect workstream of the strategy 
 Information about the Prepare workstream of the strategy 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/counter-terrorism/uk-counter-terrorism-strat/  
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Welsh Assembly Government 

First Minister sets out legislative priorities 
… Addressing Assembly Members in the Senedd, the First Minister Carwyn Jones set 
out the legislative priorities of his new government. 
Among the areas the Bills will address are: 

 Making local authorities to further collaborate when delivering services. … 
 Organ Donation Bill to create an opt-out system of organ donation. … 
 Reforming social services to provide for the first time a coherent Welsh legal 

framework to meet changing social expectations and demography. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2011/110712legislative/?lang=en  
 
Equalities Minister commits to a fair and tolerant society 
… The Minister for Finance and Leader of the House, who is now responsible for 
equalities, spoke to the Welsh arm of the EHRC to set out her priorities and discuss the 
changes to the Welsh equalities landscape. The Minister said"… we are leading the way 
in the UK by implementing Welsh Specific Duties in the Welsh Government which will be 
seen as an exemplar for other public bodies in respect of content and operation. … I 
want people who feel undervalued or discriminated against to see real improvements in 
the way they live their lives. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2011/110713ehrc/?lang=en    
 

TOP 
 

 

 
 

Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Lithuania: World War II 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the adoption by the Parliament of Lithuania of 
legislation on compensation for Jewish property looted during the Second World War; 
and if he will make a statement. [64647] 

Mr Lidington: I welcome the adoption by the Lithuanian Parliament on 21 June 
2011 of a law which will provide compensation for communal and religious 
property owned by the Jewish community of Lithuania before the second world 
war. This compensation will support the ongoing social and cultural life of the 
Jewish community in Lithuania and help ensure that their historical contribution to 
that country and Europe is remembered. This law, signed by the Lithuanian 
President, Dalia Grybauskaite, on 5 July 2011, approves the decision to pay 128 
million Litas (approximately £32 million) in the next 10 years to compensate 
Jewish people for the property expropriated from them by totalitarian regimes. 
The compensation will be paid during the period 2013-23 and transferred to a 
special fund administered by a governing body representing the Jewish 
Community in Lithuania. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110711/text/110711w0
005.htm#1107126000027  

TOP 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Natural Gas 
Mr Gregory Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what reports he has received on the effects of gas explosions in Israel and Jordan 
in recent months. [65195] 

Alistair Burt: On 17 June, local press reported a gas explosion killed four people 
and injured more than 60 in the Israeli coastal town of Netanya. The Israeli police 
said the blast was likely to have been caused by negligence and confirmed the 
attack was not an act of terrorism. One person has been arrested. 
I am also aware of reports that the pipeline that carries natural gas from Egypt to 
Israel and Jordan has been attacked three times this year, the most recently on 4 
July. After the fall of President Mubarak, an agreement that was reached between 
the Egyptian military and Bedouin tribes that only Bedouins can guard the 
pipeline's control rooms. The gas deal and the pipeline have long been unpopular 
as it is seen as a symbol of Egypt's unpopular peace treaty with Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110711/text/110711w0
005.htm#1107126000030  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Anas Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with the Israeli government regarding the observance of UN 
Security Council Resolution 1860 and the naval blockade of Gaza. [65429] 

Alistair Burt: The UK recognises that Israel has legitimate security concerns that 
must continue to be safeguarded, and believes that efforts to maintain security 
while enabling movement and access for Palestinian people and goods are 
critical. 
We remain clear that the situation in Gaza is both a tragedy and unsustainable. 
While there is no humanitarian crisis, there is an enduring need for humanitarian 
aid. We have also been clear that actions by both Israel and Hamas have 
contributed to this situation. Working closely with the EU and Quartet, we continue 
to call on Israel to ease restrictions on access and enable a return to economic 
normality. During my recent visit to the region, I explained the risks to Israel from 
the current situation in Gaza. 
Israel's decision to move from a list of 120 permitted goods to a list of specific 
prohibited items was a positive step. However there has been no fundamental 
change in the crossings regime and economic stagnation and de-development in 
Gaza remain the norm. We are clear that more needs to be done, particularly to 
enable exports, accelerate key imports for reconstruction and ensure free 
movement of people. Without economic growth in Gaza, there is a risk of fostering 
a more broadly radicalised environment. An improved economy and a resurgence 
of Gaza's pragmatic business fraternity are not only essential for the people of 
Gaza, but are also firmly in Israel's security interests. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110711/text/110711w0
005.htm#1107126000029  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what further action the European 
Union delegation to Israel can take to protect the rights of children in the light of the 
alleged ill-treatment of children in East Jerusalem that breaches the European Union 
Guidelines on Children in Armed Conflict and the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child.[HL10528] 

The Minister of  State,  Foreign and  Commonwealth  Office  (Lord  Howell  of  
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Guildford): The EU is following closely the situation in East Jerusalem and is 
concerned by the series of recent actions by the Israeli authorities. Based on 
recent discussions by the EU Heads of Mission in Jerusalem, the high 
representative proposed that an EU démarche be carried out with the 
Government of Israel at the earliest opportunity. This was carried out on 3 July 
and particular stress was laid on the need to avoid provocative or unilateral acts 
that would tend to undermine trust and confidence between the parties, and 
further complicate the search for a basis for the renewal of negotiations. This 
démarche had been cleared by all 27 EU member states. 
The EU welcomes the recent decision by the Israeli Supreme Court to grant the 
same amount of subsidies to schools in West and East Jerusalem. Furthermore, 
the EU expresses its hope that the school curriculum in East Jerusalem will 
continue to respect the respective cultural heritage and identity. The EU raised 
this issue at the meeting of the quartet envoys on 24 June 2011. 
The UK, along with EU partners, regularly raises our concerns with the Israeli 
Government about the application of due process and the treatment of Palestinian 
detainees, including where children are involved. 
The noble Baroness may be interested to hear that alongside our existing 
projects, our consulate general in Jerusalem has recently secured funding to fund 
the UK Bar Committee for Human Rights to come to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories in September 2011 to research a report about the treatment of children 
arrested and detained in the Israeli military court system. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110711w0001.htm#110
71122000716  

 

 
European Commission 

EU provides new assistance for Palestinians affected by water restrictions in the 
occupied territory 
The European Commission has allocated €4 million to address water scarcity which is 
affecting people in the occupied Palestinian territory. … 
"The rainfall deficit by itself puts at risk the livelihoods of many Palestinians, for instance 
those who make a living by herding," said Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner 
for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response. "But the drought is 
particularly painful when it hits people whose access to water is already very limited by 
the occupation in the West Bank and by the Gaza Strip blockade. While many wells and 
other water sources are drying out, the occupation prevents Palestinian herders and their 
livestock from accessing some water points which have not been as badly affected. …  
The EU funding will provide water for around 50,000 people and their livestock in the 
West Bank. Special attention will be paid to those most affected by the combination of 
drought and Israeli-imposed restrictions … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/860&format=HTML&age
d=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  
 

 
United Nations 

Vast potential for media to build peace between Palestinians and Israelis 
Culture and media can play a crucial role in promoting understanding between Israelis 
and Palestinians, the top United Nations communications official said today, as he 
welcomed scholars, activists, journalists, writers, theatre producers and musicians to an 
international media seminar on Middle East peace.  “While a virtual stalemate prevails on  
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the diplomatic front, there is a small but vibrant people-to-people movement taking place 
between Israelis and Palestinians,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39019&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Israeli barrier isolates Palestinian communities in East Jerusalem, says UN report 
Seven years after the International Court of Justice found that Israel’s construction of a 
barrier in the occupied Palestinian territory was illegal, a United Nations report released 
today shows that communities and households in East Jerusalem have been isolated by 
the wall. 
“As Palestinians in these areas have West Bank residency status, they have no right to 
live in the Jerusalem municipal area,” said the report prepared by the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs to coincide with the anniversary of the ICJ Advisory 
Opinion on the impact of the barrier in the Jerusalem area issued in July 2004….  
The report calls on the Israeli authorities to abide by the ICJ Advisory Opinion by ceasing 
construction of the barrier and to reroute constructed sections to the Green Line, 
dismantle sections of the barrier already completed, and to repeal the gate and the 
permit regime. “Only then will Palestinian communities cut off by the barrier be able to 
exercise their rights to freedom of movement, work, education, health and enjoy an 
adequate standard of living,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39006&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs occupied Palestinian territory:  
Barrier Report 
http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.nsf/47D4E277B48D9D3685256DDC00612265/6D1FC8E9
447BD8A2852578CA0063D573  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Netherlands: Slaughterhouses 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will 
raise (a) at the United Nations and (b) with the European Commission the prohibition by 
the Netherlands of the practice of shechita; and if he will make a statement. [R] [64643]  

Mr Lidington: The Dutch Parliament is currently considering a draft law on the 
prohibition of the ritual slaughter of animals. However, this is a matter for the 
Dutch Government and Parliament accountable to the people of the Netherlands. 
We have no plans to raise this subject with the UN or the EU Commission. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will 
discuss with his Dutch counterpart the compatibility with the European Convention on 
Human Rights of the prohibition of the practice of shechita in the Netherlands; and if he 
will make a statement. [R] [64645] 

Mr Lidington: The Dutch Parliament is currently considering a draft law on the 
prohibition of the ritual slaughter of animals. However, this is a matter for the 
Dutch Government and Parliament. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110711/text/110711w0
005.htm#1107126000034  
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Lithuania: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of levels of anti-Semitism in Lithuania since May 2010; what 
recent discussions he has had with his Lithuanian counterpart on anti-Semitism in 
Lithuania; and if he will make a statement. [64649] 

Mr Lidington: Our embassy in Vilnius reports all incidents of anti-Semitism in 
Lithuania to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. There have been a number of 
anti-Semitic incidents since May 2010. We take a serious view of these incidents 
and continue to urge the Lithuanian authorities to tackle them in a determined 
way. My hon. Friend will know that the UK is committed to fighting discrimination 
and intolerance. Combating all forms of racism, including anti-Semitism, is an 
important part of the UK Government's human rights policy. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110711/text/110711w0
005.htm#1107126000026  

 
TOP 

 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Commission proposes ‘reasonable accommodation’ for religion or belief is needed 
Judges have interpreted the law too narrowly in religion or belief discrimination claims, 
the Commission has said in its application to intervene in four cases at the European 
Court of Human Rights all involving religious discrimination in the workplace. 
If given leave to intervene, the Commission will argue that the way existing human rights 
and equality law has been interpreted by judges is insufficient to protect freedom of 
religion or belief. 
It will say that the courts have set the bar too high for someone to prove that they have 
been discriminated against because of their religion or belief; and that it is possible to 
accommodate expression of religion alongside the rights of people who are not religious 
and the needs of businesses. 
The Commission is concerned that rulings already made by UK and European courts 
have created a body of confusing and contradictory case law. …  
The Commission thinks there is a need for clearer legal principles to help the courts 
consider what is and what is not justifiable in religion or belief cases, which will help to 
resolve differences without resorting to legal action. The Commission will propose the 
idea of ‘reasonable accommodations’ that will help employers and others manage how 
they allow people to manifest their religion or belief. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2011/july/commission-proposes-reasonable-
accommodation-for-religion-or-belief-is-needed/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
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Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
 
 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 

Ping-Pong: House of Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0195/amend/pbc1951307m.2567-2569.html  
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110712-
0001.htm#11071278000696  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110712-
0002.htm#11071296000221  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/su071-
viia.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110711-
0001.htm#11071110001197 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110711-
0002.htm#11071153000333 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110711-
0003.htm#11071153000335  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/ml077-iv.htm  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0189/amend/pbc1891207a.0.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
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Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  
 
 

The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398   

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_PROD1_031398
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_PROD1_031398
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