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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hizb-ut Tahrir 
Mr Spellar: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what information her 
Department holds on the countries which have banned the organisation Hizb-ut Tahrir; 
and what account she takes of the positions of such countries in determining her policy 
on Hizb-ut Tahrir in the UK. [62232] 

James Brokenshire: We understand that Hizb ut-Tahrir (HuT) is subject to some 
form of ban in Bangladesh, Egypt, Germany, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Turkey, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, the United Arab Emirates and 
Uzbekistan. 
HuT is an organisation about which the Government have significant concerns. 
We keep its activities under close review. In doing so, the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, my right hon. Friend the Member for Maidenhead (Mrs 
May), takes into account information about HuT's activities in other countries 
including the position taken by foreign governments. 
However, the basis on which groups can be banned in other countries is not 
necessarily the same as the basis on which groups can be proscribed in the UK. 
A group can only be proscribed in the UK if the Secretary of State believes it is 
"concerned in terrorism" within the meaning of the Terrorism Act 2000. Some 
countries ban all political groups; other countries ban groups that are considered 
to be seditious, extremist or otherwise unacceptable. Germany, for example, has 
banned HuT on grounds relating to holocaust denial and anti-Semitism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110630/text/110630w0
001.htm#11063067000031  

 
Topical Questions: Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs 

T6. [62900] Mr Philip Hollobone (Kettering) (Con): Given that the Government are in 
favour of animals being stunned before slaughter, when might we have some food 
labelling regulations that will mark kosher and halal products as such, so that those of us 
who object to ritual slaughter do not buy them inadvertently? 

Mr Paice: My hon. Friend rightly says that the Government believe that all animals 
should be stunned before slaughter, but we respect the rights of religious groups. 
However, this practice should clearly be restricted, wherever possible, to food for 
those religious groups. We face serious challenges in labelling and ensuring 
efficient systems of traceability.  The  Government  are  examining the matter and,  
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as I am sure he is aware, it is being discussed in respect of the food information 
regulations in Brussels, although he will perhaps not wish to take that option 
further, given his views on that place. I can also tell him that we will shortly consult 
on the introduction of the new welfare at slaughter regulations and we will be raise 
this whole matter then. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110630/debtext/11063
0-0001.htm#11063049000033  

 
Jewish National Fund 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the campaign to revoke the United Kingdom charity status of the Jewish National Fund 
(JNF).[HL10174] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has been in contact with the 
Charity Commission on this issue. The commission informed us that it has 
thoroughly researched the JNF Charitable Trust's activities. It was satisfied that 
the charity's funds were being used in an exclusively charitable manner and that 
the JNF Charitable Trust's activities fall within UK law. 
The commission also asked the charity's trustees to ensure that the charity's 
website was clear on the distinction between the JNF Charitable Trust and the 
Jewish National Fund. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110630w0001.htm#110
63050000418 

 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Public encouraged to get involved in making laws for Wales  
Members of the public are being encouraged to engage with Assembly Members after an 
announcement that the first ballot - the system through which non-Government Assembly 
Members can propose Welsh laws - of the new Assembly will take place in the autumn. 
Assembly Members wishing to propose legislation will now have the summer to consult 
the public and draft policy proposals. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=219015&ds=7/2011  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
whether the spirit and letter of United Nations Security Council Resolutions 252, 267, 
471, 476 and 478 concerning the character and status of Jerusalem has been 
contravened; and what, if any, remedial action they propose.[HL10190] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): As I said in reply to the noble Lord's question on 16 June (Official 
Report, cols. 876-78) we remain concerned about a number of Israel's continuing 
policies in East Jerusalem. During his visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories this week, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, my honourable 
friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt),  reminded his  Israeli  
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interlocutors of the need to avoid disproportionate actions which could lead to their 
isolation on the international stage. Although we accept de facto Israeli control of 
West Jerusalem, we consider East Jerusalem to be occupied territory. 
It is crucial that the parties involved come to an agreement whereby Jerusalem 
can be a shared capital of the Israeli and Palestinian states. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110630w0001.htm#110
63050000416  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110616-
0001.htm#11061643000199  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Brinton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel on the proposed demolition of the Broqeen Girls Basic 
School in the Broqeen Municipality on the West Bank.[HL10159] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware that Israel handed out demolition orders on a mosque 
and public school in the village of Bruqin on Sunday 12 June 2011.  
The focus between the Israelis and the Palestinians should be on confidence-
building steps with the aim of giving momentum to re-start negotiations. In this 
respect, demolitions or the eviction of Palestinians from their homes are deeply 
unhelpful, cause unnecessary suffering and, with few exceptions, are in 
contravention of international law.  
The UK has a strong record of lobbying hard on these issues. Our embassy in Tel 
Aviv raised the demolitions orders given to Al-Walaja with the Israeli Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on Monday 23 May. 
We will continue to ensure that the Israeli authorities are aware of our views. 

Baroness Brinton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel about the demolition of the new mosque in Broqeen in 
Area C on the West Bank.[HL10160] 
Lord Howell of Guildford: We are aware that Israel handed out demolition orders on a 
mosque and public school in the village of Bruqin on Sunday 12 June 2011. 

The focus between the Israelis and the Palestinians should be on confidence-
building steps with the aim of giving momentum to restart negotiations. In this 
respect, demolitions or the eviction of Palestinians from their homes are deeply 
unhelpful, cause unnecessary suffering and, with few exceptions, are in 
contravention of international law. 
The UK has a strong record of lobbying hard on these issues. Our embassy in Tel 
Aviv raised the demolitions orders given to Al-Walaja with the Israeli Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on Monday 23 May.  
We will continue to ensure that the Israeli authorities are aware of our views. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110630w0001.htm#110
63050000417  

 
 

United Nations 

United Nations-organized International Media Seminar on Middle East Peace  
The prospects for peace in the Middle East will be the subject of an international media 
seminar organized by the United Nations Department of Public Information on 12 and 13 
July in Budapest, Hungary.  … Participants will include current and former policy-makers, 
Government officials, diplomats, civil society organizations, academia and journalists. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/pal2142.doc.htm  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

Anti-Semitism Summary overview of the situation in the European Union 2001-2010  
This report is the 7th update of the report Manifestations of anti-Semitism in the EU 
published in 2004 by the predecessor of the Fundamental Rights Agency of the European 
Union (FRA) … 
The Agency's data collection work over recent years shows that few European Union (EU) 
Member States have official data and statistics on anti-Semitic incidents. Even where data 
exist, they are not comparable, since they are collected using different definitions and 
methodologies. Furthermore, in many EU Member States Jewish organisations or other 
civil society organisations do not collect data on anti-Semitic incidents in a systematic way, 
as there is no complaints mechanism in place to receive and investigate allegations. 
Where such data exists, usually as lists of cases, they are collected ad hoc by civil society 
organisations or are based on media reports with varying degrees of validity and reliability. 
Across most EU Member States, as the FRA has repeatedly noted, there is a serious 
problem of underreporting, particularly in reference to official systems of data collection 
that are based on police records and criminal justice data, because not all officially 
registered anti-Semitic incidents are categorised under the heading ‘anti-Semitism', and/or 
because not all anti-Semitic incidents are reported to an official body by victims or 
witnesses. 
In unofficial data collection or when the methodology applied is insufficiently robust the 
same incident may be recorded twice under different categories, for example, under both 
‘defamation' and under ‘property damage'. In view of the lack of robust and comparable 
data showing the extent to which Jews in the EU are subject to discrimination, hate crime 
and hate speech, the FRA decided in 2011 to launch a major survey on the Jewish 
population in EU Member States. The issues to be covered will include experiences and 
perceptions of discrimination (direct, indirect and harassment) in key areas of social life, 
such as education, housing, health and employment, as well as experiences and 
perceptions of hate crime and hate speech, and, in addition, awareness of available legal 
remedies. 
The survey design will be developed in close consultation with key stakeholders, including 
representatives of Jewish communities in the European Union. 
http://www.fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/research/publications/publications_per_year/pub-
antisemitism-update-2011_en.htm  
 
Anti-Semitism - Summary overview of the situation in the EU 2001-2010 
http://www.fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/Antisemitism-update-2011.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
** Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 

Joint Committee on Consolidation Bills Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201012/jtselect/jtconsol/168/168.pdf  
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Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0195/amend/pbc1953006a.2499.html  
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/su071-
ivb.htm  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110630-
0001.htm#11063052000907 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110630-
0002.htm#11063052000910  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/ml077-ii.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0193/amend/pbc1933006a.75-76.html  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0193/pro1933006p.13-
15.html  
  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 4 days 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398   
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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