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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly Question 

Religious Equality 
10. William Graham:Will the Minister outline the Welsh Government’s policies to 
promote religious equality within Wales. OAQ(4)0010(FIN) 

Jane Hutt: 'Getting On Together—a Community Cohesion Strategy for Wales’ 
sets out how the Welsh Government works with partners, including faith 
organisations, to reduce community tensions, promote equality and encourage 
greater understanding. Constructive engagement with representatives of different 
faiths takes place through the faith communities forum. … 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop.htm?act=dis&id=218542&ds=6/2011  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Origin Marking: Israel 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 24 May 2011, Official Report, column 548W, on origin marking: 
Israel, whether her Department's voluntary labelling guidelines apply to 
(a) wine produced in Barkan and other settlements and 
(b) processed foods. [60552] 

Mr Paice: The voluntary labelling guidelines referred to by the hon. Member apply 
to all food and drink, including wine and processed foods, originating in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. As the guidelines make clear, there are specific 
EU labelling requirements attached to certain agricultural products, including wine. 
The Barkan winery, to which the hon. Member refers, has for several years been 
situated at Hulda, within the internationally-recognised territory of Israel, and not 
at the settlement of Barkan in the West Bank. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110622/text/110622w0
001.htm#11062262000040  
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Origin Marking: Israel 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
advice his Department has issued to trading standards officers on origin labelling for 
consumer goods produced in Israeli settlements. [60670] 

Mr Davey: There is no general requirement in the United Kingdom or the 
European Union law for goods to bear marks indicating their origin, nor is there 
anything to prevent voluntary origin marking. However, where such marks are 
applied to goods, the consumer protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008 
requires that these marks are not false or misleading. The regulations also 
prohibit traders from omitting material information which the average consumer 
needs, according to the context, to make an informed choice. 
This Department and the Office of Fair Trading have issued general guidance on 
how we expect the regulations to operate in practice. This would apply to the 
accuracy of voluntary origin labelling of consumer goods produced in Israeli 
settlements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110622/text/110622w0
002.htm#11062267000052  
 

Gilad Shalit 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
meetings (a) he, (b) Ministers in his Department, (c) officials in his Department and (d) 
British embassy staff in Israel have had with the family of Gilad Shalit since February 
2011; whether any meetings are scheduled during the next six months; and if he will 
make a statement. [60468] 

Alistair Burt: Our ambassador in Tel Aviv will meet with Gilad Shalit's family in 
the run up to fifth anniversary of his kidnapping. We reiterate our demand the he 
be released immediately and unconditionally. It is unacceptable that he has been 
held for five years without any Red Cross access. 
We are always open to requests for meetings from Gilad Shalit's parents and their 
representatives and offer assistance wherever we can. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110622/text/110622w0
002.htm#11062267000018  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of reported deaths in the Gaza strip detention centre run by the Internal Security Agency; 
and what representations they will make to the government of national unity. regarding 
the human rights of detainees in Gaza.[HL9589] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of the case of a 52 year-old man who died while in 
Hamas' custody on 19 April 2011. We are also aware of another case of a man 
who is in a critical condition in hospital after being interrogated. 
As we have done consistently in the past, we will continue to raise human rights 
concerns with the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110622w0001.htm#110
62255000584  
 

 

United Nations 

UN welcomes Israel’s decision to approve construction projects in Gaza 
… Robert Serry, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, 
welcomed what he called a “significant step” taken yesterday with Israel’s approval of 
construction projects that are to be implemented by the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine  Refugees.  Israeli  said  yesterday  that would  let  the  United  Nations bring in  
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building materials that were meant for the UN housing and school construction projects. 
… The decision was announced a day after Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon discussed 
the matter with Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak in a telephone call. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38805&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

“Blockade of Gaza denies Palestinians humanity and dignity,” says UN Special 
Rapporteur  
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the occupied Palestinian territories, Richard 
Falk, expressed deep concern over the human rights situation confronting 1.7 million 
people of Gaza and described it as “a deliberate policy of collective punishment which is 
legally indefensible and morally reprehensible. It is aimed at denying Palestinians 
humanity and a life with dignity. The blockade of Gaza must be lifted entirely and 
immediately.” 
“This grim overall reality persists despite the recent positive gesture from Israel to the 
effect that it would allow the entry of some construction material in the Gaza Strip,” he 
said in reference to this week’s announcement by the Israeli Government approving the 
delivery of US$100 million in building materials for 1,200 homes and 18 schools in UN-
run projects in Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=11179&LangID=E  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/su071-iia.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/am077-b.htm  
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Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0193/amend/pbc1932306m.33-39.html  
 

 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
 

The First Minister has announced that the Bill will not be dealt with under Emergency Bill 
procedure, but will be delayed for six months to allow full consultation.  
The Official Report of the announcement and debate will be available tomorrow.  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes today 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
** closes today 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
** closes tomorrow 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
(closing date 24 June 2011) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/Session%204/Inquiries/Offensive
Behaviour/OffensiveBehaviourCall.htm  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
** Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm    

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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