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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
definition of (a) anti-Semitism and (b) anti-Semitic incidents his Department uses; what 
discussions he has had with the Jewish community on its definition since May 2010; and 
if he will make a statement. [R] [60424] 

Andrew Stunell: We recognise that the European Union Agency for Fundamental 
Rights working definition of anti-Semitism is a useful tool in helping to identify anti-
Semitic discourse and is used by a number of agencies for this purpose. Officials 
discussed the definition with representatives of the Jewish community on 6 and 20 
June. The UK Government use the Macpherson definition of a racist incident, one 
that is perceived as racist by the victim or any other person, and this would 
include anti-Semitism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110621/text/110621w0
001.htm#11062168000012 
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Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 
Anne Frank Trust UK 

Mr Amess: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer if he will place in the Library a copy 
of the speech he gave at 11 Downing street to mark the 20th anniversary of the launch of 
the Anne Frank Trust UK; and if he will make a statement. [60475] 

Justine Greening: In accordance with the ‘Ministerial Code’, and in line with the 
practice of previous Administrations, the Treasury is content for 11 Downing street 
to be used as a venue for events by charities, as long as those are not used for 
commercial, fundraising or sponsorship purposes. The Chancellor was pleased to 
host the Anne Frank Trust twentieth anniversary event on 1 June. He did not 
make a speech at the event. Speeches made by Treasury Ministers are available 
via the Treasury website. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110621/text/110621w0
001.htm#11062142000051  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the burning of a Palestinian mosque by Israeli settlers on 7 June and the capacity of 
the Israeli military to prevent settler violence. [HL9858] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): As my honourable friend the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, 
Alistair Burt, said in his recent statement condemning the burning of a Palestinian 
mosque in the West Bank:   "I am deeply concerned by reports of extremists 
burning and vandalising a Palestinian mosque in the West Bank village of Al-
Mughayir. This appears to be the latest of a series of similar attacks aimed at 
exacerbating tensions and preventing progress in the peace process. I note the 
Israeli Government's condemnation of this attack, and like them I condemn this 
provocative crime. I call on the Israeli authorities to investigate the incident fully 
and ensure that the perpetrators are brought to justice". 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110621w0001.htm#110
62137000626  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the decision of the Government of Egypt to close the Rafah border crossing with Gaza; 
and of the visa regime currently placed upon Palestinian men aged 18-40 by the 
Egyptian Government.[HL9855] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): There were reports that the Rafah crossing between Gaza and Egypt 
was temporarily closed recently. However, it re-opened on 9 June. We understand 
that the Egyptian Government are committed to the re-opening of Rafah and have 
been in discussions with the Hamas authorities in Gaza on technical aspects of 
the operation including visa requirements for specific groups. 
We see the re-opening of the Rafah crossing as a positive step. We want to see 
the alleviation of difficulties faced by Gazans, along with a permanent end to 
rocket attacks from Gaza against Israeli civilians living near the strip. We expect 
Egypt to continue its efforts to prevent arms smuggling, and ensure that the Rafah 
crossing is not used for weapons. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110621w0001.htm#110
62137000619  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary calls for Gilad Shalit’s immediate release  
The Foreign Secretary said:  
"On the fifth anniversary of the kidnap of Israeli Staff Sergeant Gilad Shalit, we 
remember his family and call again for his immediate release. For five years Gilad 
Shalit’s parents Noam and Aviva have been waiting for his return and praying that each 
day should be the last day of his captivity. It is unacceptable that Gilad Shalit is being 
held by Hamas without any access to the Red Cross".  
"Hamas must immediately allow a representative of the Red Cross to visit him. The last 
sign of life was received on 2 October 2009. Gilad Shalit’s family have been waiting for 
almost two years for another such message. It is difficult to imagine the pain and anguish 
they must feel. My thoughts are very much with Gilad and his family on this day. I call 
again for Hamas to release Gilad Shalit immediately and unconditionally".  
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=620190182  
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-00366 Sandra White: Freedom Flotilla II, Stay Human—That the Parliament 
expresses support for the international Freedom Flotilla  II as it attempts to deliver 
humanitarian aid and break what is widely considered the illegal blockade and collective 
punishment of Gaza and  its citizens; notes that the Israeli attack on the first flotilla 
last year, in which nine activists lost their lives, has been condemned as illegal in a report 
to the United Nations by the Human Rights Council fact-finding mission, which states that 
"the conduct of the Israeli military and other personnel towards the flotilla passengers 
was not only disproportionate to the occasion, but demonstrated levels 
of totally unnecessary and incredible violence. It betrayed an unacceptable level of 
brutality. Such conduct cannot be justified or condoned on security or any other grounds. 
It constituted a grave violation of human rights law and international humanitarian law", 
and urges Israel and the international community to ensure that the flotilla is granted 
safe passage to Gaza. 
Direct links to Session 4 Motions are still unavailable on the Scottish Parliament 
website. The above Motion appears in the Business Bulletin at 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-11/bb-06-22f.htm  
 

 

United Nations 

UN agency for Palestinian refugees requests more donations to bridge huge deficit 
The head of the United Nations entity tasked with assisting millions of Palestinian 
refugees said today that the agency faced a projected deficit of $63 million this year and 
urged donors in the region, whom he said have been generous in the past, to increase 
their assistance. … 
Mr. Grandi urged “political actors to take the bold steps necessary to embrace urgently a 
framework to end the conflict leading to the establishment of a viable Palestinian State, 
thriving in peace and mutual security with its neighbours and to a just and lasting solution 
to the refugee question. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38790&Cr=unrwa&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
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** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/ml071-ii.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/am077-a.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/terrorism/110621/am/110
621s01.htm  
and  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/terrorism/110621/pm/110
621s01.htm  
  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes tomorrow  
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
** closes tomorrow  
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
** closes in 2 days  
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
(closing date 24 June 2011) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/Session%204/Inquiries/Offensive
Behaviour/OffensiveBehaviourCall.htm  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
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Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm    
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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