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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills (1) what 
information his Department holds on the use of the Working Definition of anti-Semitism; 
whether he has had recent discussions with universities on the definition; and if he will 
make a statement; [R] [60422] 
(2) what definition of anti-Semitism his Department uses; what recent discussions he has 
had with the Jewish community on its definition since May 2010; and if he will make a 
statement; [R] [60423] 
(3) whether (a) he, (b) Ministers in his Department and (c) officials in his Department 
have had recent discussions with the Union of Jewish Students; and if he will make a 
statement; [R] [60534] 
(4) what recent representations he has received from the Union of Jewish Students; what 
response his Department gave to such representations; and if he will make a statement. 
[R] [60535] 

Mr Willetts: The Department does not hold information about the use of the 
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) working definition of anti-
Semitism. It is public knowledge that it has been adopted by the National Union of 
Students. We have not held discussions with universities about definitions of anti-
Semitism, or about any specific definition used by the Department with the Jewish 
community. 
The UK Government currently uses the Macpherson definition of a racist incident 
which is an incident that is perceived as racist by the victim or any other person, 
and this would include anti-Semitism. 
I met with the Union of Jewish Students (UJS) towards the end of last year, 
alongside the hon. Member for Bassetlaw (John Mann) (as the Chair of the All-
Party Parliamentary Group Against Anti-Semitism), the Community Security Trust 
and Higher Education (HE) sector bodies such as Universities UK (UUK) and the 
Equality Challenge Unit (ECU) to discuss the experiences of Jewish students in 
HE. My officials have met with the UJS to discuss the Prevent strategy, and the 
recent motion concerning the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and 
Xenophobia (EUMC, now the FRA) working definition of anti-Semitism agreed at 
the University and College Union's annual congress. 
The Government's position is clear, anti-Semitism and intolerance have no place 
in  our  society  and  no  place in  higher  education.  Staff  and  students  from  all  
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backgrounds, cultures and communities must be welcome in our higher education 
sector. 
The UK has in place one of the strongest legislative frameworks to protect people 
from harassment and abuse, and specifically racial or religious persecution. This 
framework provides protection to Jewish people alongside other ethnic and 
religious groups. As independent organisations, higher education institutions are 
directly accountable for compliance with the law and hold the primary 
responsibility for ensuring that their staff and students are not subject to 
threatening or abusive behaviour on campus. 
In addition to legal requirements, institutions have access to a range of practical 
guidance to help them ensure fair treatment of their staff and students, and to help 
them deal effectively with instances of intolerance, racism and harassment in their 
institutions. 
The Government would expect institutions to vigorously tackle intolerance on 
campus when it arises. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110620/text/110620w0
005.htm#1106214000017  

 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Question 

European Union Monitoring Committee Report's Working Definition of Anti-
Semitism  
Mr D McIlveen asked the Minister for Employment and Learning for his assessment of 
the message sent out to ethnic minorities by the University and Colleges Union's 
decision to condemn and disassociate itself from the European Union Monitoring 
Committee Report's working definition of Anti-Semitism; and whether he plans to call the 
Union to account for this action.   (AQW 442/11-15)  

Dr Farry: The University and Colleges is an independent union.  
There is no place for racism of any form, including anti-Semitism, in further and 
higher education, or in society. Our further education colleges and higher 
education institutions have measures in place to ensure that their students are not 
subject to threatening or abusive behaviour on campus. They have access to a 
strong legislative framework and guidance to help them deal effectively with 
instances of intolerance, racism and harassment on campus. I expect them to 
vigorously tackle these issues when they arise. Institutions and students have 
recourse to the law to tackle anti-Semitism, and the institutions themselves are 
accountable to the courts for their actions in relation to equality and tackling 
harassment.  
I will continue to encourage and support our institutions to ensure that they 
provide a welcoming learning environment for all people, regardless of their 
identity or background.  

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2011mandate/writtenans/2011/110617.htm  
 
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Religious discrimination in Britain - A review of research evidence, 2000-10 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/research_report_73_religio
us_discrimination.pdf  
 
Religion or belief 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/briefing_paper_1_religion_o
r_belief.pdf  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Topical Questions 
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Mr Eric Pickles): … 
Since the last oral questions we have announced … [that] we are making a £2 million 
contribution to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation to ensure the long-term preservation 
and restoration of its memorial site. It is our collective responsibility to educate future 
generations about the horrors of the holocaust and never to forget why we need to 
challenge and combat the forces of hate. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110620/debtext/11062
0-0001.htm#1106204000026  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Double Taxation: Israel 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer pursuant to the answer of 8 June 
2011, Official Report, column 325W, on double taxation: Israel, what mechanisms are in 
place to exclude income and company tax raised in settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories or Golan Heights from the benefits of the 1962 Double Taxation 
Convention. [60550] 

Mr Gauke: Claims for the benefit of the double taxation convention from persons 
claiming to be resident in Israel are checked to ensure that their residential 
address is not within the Occupied Palestinian Territories or Golan Heights. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110620/text/110620w0
003.htm#11062026000018  
 
The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110608/text/110608w0
001.htm#1106092000055  

 
 

United Nations 

Young Palestinian refugee wins UN film competition 
A short film based on the story of a Palestinian refugee family returning to their ruined 
home in a conflict-ravaged camp in Lebanon was today declared the winner of a film 
competition organized by the United Nations to mark World Refugee Day. … The theme 
of the contest, which was open to young Palestinian filmmakers across the Middle East, 
was ‘My World.’ … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38769&Cr=unrwa&Cr1=   
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

UN World Conference Against Racism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) if he 
will make it his policy to withdraw from the UN Durban III anti-racism conference; what 
recent discussions he has had with (a) his EU counterparts, (b) the US Administration 
and (c) the Government of Israel on this issue; what recent representations he has 
received (i) supporting and (ii) opposing a withdrawal from the conference; and if he will 
make a statement; [60656] 
(2) what reports he has received of the withdrawal of governmental delegations from the 
UN Durban III Conference; and if he will make a statement. [60680] 

Mr Jeremy Browne: We voted against the resolution at last year's UN General 
Assembly which established a High-Level meeting of the UN General Assembly in 
September 2011 to commemorate the Tenth Anniversary of the Adoption of the 
Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. The Government recognise that it 
is common practice for the UN to convene meetings at regular periodic intervals to 
commemorate the adoption of its various social and human rights-related 
agendas. For these reasons, we were ready to agree to a limited commemorative 
event. However, in light of the lengthy and difficult 2009 Durban Review 
Conference, we felt the proposed size and scope of the 2011 event was 
inappropriate. 
We have not yet taken a final decision on our participation in the 2011 high-level 
meeting. We will nonetheless work closely with EU and colleagues from other 
countries in the run-up to the September event to try to ensure that the meeting 
does not become another platform for the kind of anti-Semitic rhetoric and 
behaviour that was evident at the 2001 World Conference against Racism and to 
a lesser extent at the 2009 Durban Review Conference. We will also work to 
make sure that the meeting addresses all forms of racism, including anti-
Semitism, and that any outcome from the meeting includes a clear statement on 
the need to combat anti-Semitism as part of wider efforts to tackle racism. 
We are aware that the Government of the United States of America has recently 
announced its decision not to participate in the September 2011 event. Their 
announcement follows that of the Governments of Canada and Israel. To date, we 
have not received reports that any other government has decided against 
participation. 
The Government's participation and representation at the September meeting will 
remain under review in light of our efforts to achieve our objectives as set out 
above. We will also engage with interested British non-governmental 
organisations in reaching our final decision. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110620/text/110620w0
001.htm#11062013000012  

 
Lebanon 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with Hezbollah in the past 12 months. [HL9714] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We have had no discussions with Hezbollah over the past 12 months. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110620w0001.htm#110
62020001356  
 

Religious Freedom 
Lord Alton of Liverpool: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will appoint a 
special envoy for international  freedom of religion and belief,  and re-establish a  Foreign  
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and Commonwealth Office Freedom of Religion Panel to advise the Government on 
violations of religious freedom and methods of promoting religious freedom.[HL9832] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My noble friend has written to my right honourable friend the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs with a series of 
recommendations for how the Government should strengthen their policy to 
promote freedom of religion or belief overseas, including the ideas contained in 
this question. The Foreign Secretary will reply to my noble friend in due course. I 
will ensure that a copy of his response is placed in the Library of the house. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110620w0002.htm#110
62020001364  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110620-
0001.htm#1106203000383  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110620-
0002.htm#11062022000224  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/su071-ira.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/ml071-ir.htm  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0193/amend/pbc1932106m.9-
15.html  and 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0193/amend/pbc1931706a.5-
7.html  

 
 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm  
 

Scottish Parliament Information Centre briefing 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-48.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes today  
Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
** closes in 2 days  
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
** closes in 2 days  
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
** closes in 3 days  
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
(closing date 24 June 2011) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/Session%204/Inquiries/Offensive
Behaviour/OffensiveBehaviourCall.htm  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm    
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