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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Quilliam: Finance 
Mr Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
funding from the public purse was provided to the Quilliam Foundation in (a) 2008-09, (b) 
2009-10, (c) 2010-11 and (d) 2011-12. [60162] 

James Brokenshire: Funding from the Home Office was provided to Quilliam as 
follows:  (a) £664,908.00  (b) £387,382.10  (c) £158,906.66  (d) (to date) 
£26,993.34 
The above figures reflect funding provided to Quilliam solely by the Home Office. 
Other departments may also have provided funding to Quilliam, but this is not 
included in the figures provided here. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110616/text/110616w0
003.htm#11061649000045  

 
 

Scottish Government 

Sectarian and offensive behaviour    
New laws to crack down on sectarian and other forms of hatred in Scotland should be in 
place in time for the new football season after Ministers introduced a draft Bill to the 
Scottish Parliament.The legislation seeks to create two new offences relating to offensive 
behaviour that can incite religious, racial or other forms of hatred, in and around football 
grounds and on the internet.If approved, the Offensive Behaviour at Football and 
Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill will mean bigots will face up to five years in 
prison upon conviction and the possibility of a football banning order.The Bill is being 
fast-tracked through the parliamentary process to ensure the new powers are in place in 
time for the new football season. …    
Community Safety and Legal Affairs Minister Roseanna Cunningham … said: … "This 
legislation is just the start, we are in this for the long term, and we will not hesitate to 
bring forward further action over the five year parliamentary term if required. … 

The offence covers behaviour likely to lead to public disorder: 
 Expressing or inciting religious, racial or other forms of hatred  
 Threatening behaviour or behaviour which would be offensive to any reasonable 

person 
 Covers behaviour at and on the way to or from a 'regulated football match', which 

includes league, European and international matches. … 
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Intended to deal with threats of serious harm and threats which incite religious hatred. 
 Threats of serious harm intended to cause fear and alarm, or reckless as to 

whether they do. This includes implied threats (e.g. the posting of bullets or 
images depicting serious harm) 

 Threats intended to incite religious hatred. It is a defence that the behaviour was in 
the situation 'reasonable ' -intended to exclude artistic performance etc … 

The offence will NOT: 
 Stop peaceful preaching or proselytizing 
 Restrict freedom of speech including the right to criticise or comment on religion or 

non-religious beliefs, even in harsh terms 
 Criminalise jokes and satire about religion or non-religious belief 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/06/17085318  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: OECD 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 1 December 2010, Official Report, column 830W, on Israel: 
OECD, on what dates the OECD study team quantifying the effects on Israeli 
macroeconomic statistics of the inclusion of the Golan Heights, East Jerusalem and 
Israeli settlements in the West Bank has met in 2011; what input the UK representative 
has provided to the team; and what sources of economic data independent of the Israeli 
government have been used. [58031] 

Alistair Burt: The OECD Study Team comprises national experts from Australia, 
Norway and the UK, together with OECD officials in Paris, and has been holding 
regular conference calls on the review since December 2010. A fact-finding visit 
was made to Israel by OECD officials in January 2011 and the Study Team has 
recently visited Israel to discuss its findings with the Central Bureau of Statistics 
(CBS). The Study Team will be reporting to OECD's Committee on Statistics later 
in June. The UK representative has played a full and active part in the review 
process, advising on issues arising and contributing to production of the final 
report. The Study Team has utilised data provided by the CBS for the review: it 
wouldn't have been practicable to draw on extraneous data. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110616/text/110616w0
001.htm#11061644000070  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm101201/text/101201w0
001.htm#10120163000083  
 

East Jerusalem 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they will take following the 
publication in March by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs of its report on key concerns affecting civilians in east Jerusalem. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My Lords, we remain concerned about a number of Israel's continuing 
policies in east Jerusalem, which the UK considers occupied under international 
law. These include ongoing settlements expansion, the demolition of houses and 
the eviction of Palestinian residents, the route of the barrier wall and restrictions 
on residency rights. In his public statement of 5 April, my right honourable friend 
the Foreign  Secretary  condemned  plans to  build  500 new Israeli settlements in  
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occupied east Jerusalem as illegal and an obstacle to peace. 
Lord Hylton: My Lords, I thank the Minister for his reply. He listed many of the points of 
deep concern. Does he agree that these harm the welfare and even the citizenship of 
Palestinians living in east Jerusalem? What is more, they prejudice, do they not, final 
status negotiations in a very damaging way. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Very many people would agree with the noble Lord's 
sentiments. Of course, this area has been occupied since 1967 when-to get 
history right-Israel was attacked, broke through the Mandelbaum Gate and 
occupied east Jerusalem and many other areas as well. Ever since then, the 
handling of the occupation by the Israeli authorities has given rise to criticism. It is 
the clear view of Her Majesty's Government that the more heavy-handed and 
inappropriate the operations in the administration of east Jerusalem, with the kind 
of things that I described, the more we postpone the goal that we all want to 
achieve of proper peace negotiations to bring the two-state solution that will bring 
peace and harmony to the area. 

Lord Dubs: I welcome what the Minister said about the Government's policy. Do not all 
the criticisms that he made, which I believe are valid, add up to the fact that it will be 
extremely difficult for east Jerusalem to become the capital of a Palestinian state? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Everyone recognises the whole Jerusalem issue, and 
the east Jerusalem issue is an enormously complex part of any future 
negotiations. We are talking about the goal of both Palestine and Israel 
recognising east Jerusalem as a joint capital. It is the capital of both countries and 
of many religions throughout the world. A degree of understanding is needed and 
is still missing between the Israeli authorities-although not among many highly 
enlightened and intelligent members of the Israeli community-the Palestinian 
people and the Palestinian Government, who are led in a very positive way at the 
moment, so that the very difficult concept of Jerusalem as the capital of both 
countries can be worked out and they can live together. 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: My Lords, may I, through my noble friend, 
congratulate our ambassador in Israel, Mr Matthew Gould, on the excellent practical work 
he is doing on the ground in east Jerusalem? Will my noble friend tell us whether the 
Foreign Office and DfID are jointly minded to implement some of the recommendations of 
the OCHA report, including prioritising zoning for Palestinians and building schools so 
that half the Palestinian children living in east Jerusalem who currently do not get free 
schooling are able at least to get an education so that they can move away from 
radicalisation? Will they please impress on the Israelis not to try to disfranchise the 
Palestinian population in this manner, or peace will never come? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I certainly agree with the last comment. As for the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs' report, which is 
a very long document-I think it is 118 pages-there are very positive ideas in it, 
which we are studying very closely with our colleagues in DfID. Where we can 
make a contribution and see these ideas carried forward, we will certainly do so. 

Lord Hannay of Chiswick: What is the Government's support for President Obama's 
initiative?  How do they see the  issue  of  Jerusalem  fitting  into any  follow-up  process?  

How is that process being organised now, given the very negative reaction of the Israeli 
Prime Minister? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The answer to the question is in the noble Lord's last 
comments. The reaction has been very negative indeed. The process we want to 
see remains the key to the future. There are elements in the jigsaw. One is 
whether, in joining with Fatah, Hamas can come forward with and deliver a 
responsible negotiating Government who renounce violence, accept the quartet 
principles and can go forward in good talks with Israel. Another is that the Israeli 
authorities recognise that there is no alternative to going forward in a positive 
away. Another is that they recognise that it is now when they should move, 
whereas  the  attitude  in  Jerusalem  and  Tel  Aviv  appears  to be to wait and do  
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nothing. We do not agree with that. We think this is a golden opportunity. All these 
matters must be fed into the process that President Obama tried to set in motion 
the other day but, so far, with not much success. 

Baroness Tonge: My Lords, the Minister will know the story of the three MPs, 
legitimately elected to represent areas of east Jerusalem, who were imprisoned by the 
Israelis because they had been elected. On release from prison nearly a year ago, they 
were told they were to be deported from east Jerusalem and would have to leave their 
homes and families behind. They have now been in an upper room in the Red Cross 
building in east Jerusalem for nearly one year. What are our Government going to do 
about it? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are doing as much as we can, which is constantly 
to raise this matter with the Israelis. We do not at all approve of what has 
happened. We believe this is a wrong pattern. My noble friend has traced this 
evolution and development very closely indeed, probably as closely as anyone 
else in this House. Our pressure will continue. We are not the sovereign power, 
but we can explain our views and put them forward very strongly on a matter that 
is totally unsatisfactory. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110616-
0001.htm#11061643000199  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of President Obama's call for a peace deal between Israel and Palestine to be based 
upon 1967 borders; and what discussions they have had with the Government of Israel 
regarding this. [HL9646] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We welcome and support President Obama's recent speech making 
clear that negotiations should be on the basis of 1967 lines with mutually agreed 
swaps and proper security arrangements. 
We and E3 partners have long called for a return to negotiations based on clear 
principles. We are pressing the parties to return to the table on the basis set out 
by President Obama. This means discussions on borders and security first. We 
are in close touch with the Government of Israel on these issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110616w0001.htm#110
61648000534  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the Arab League's decision to support Palestinian membership of the United Nations 
as a full member state.[HL9645] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My right honourable friend the Prime Minister made our position on 
UN recognition of a Palestinian state very clear during the visit of President 
Obama.  He agreed with the  President that  in the  end the  Palestinian  state  will  
 
 

only come about if the Palestinians and the Israelis can agree to it coming about. 
That is the vital process that has to take place. 
However, the UK does not believe the time for making a decision about a possible 
UN resolution is right yet. We want to discuss this within the European Union and 
try and maximize the leverage and pressure that the European Union can bring on 
both sides to get this vital process moving. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110616w0001.htm#110
61648000542  
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Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what assessment he has made of the implications of the Hamas Charter for the Middle 
East peace process; [60174] 
(2) what steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take to press Hamas to accept the 
Quartet principles and to participate in the Middle East peace process; and if he will 
make a statement; [60175] 
(3) what steps he is taking to press Hamas to renounce violence, recognise the state of 
Israel and accept previous diplomatic agreements. [60176] 

Alistair Burt: As I have consistently made clear, most recently to the House on 9 
June, Hamas Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades remains a proscribed terrorist 
organisation in the UK and the whole of Hamas is listed on the EU's Asset Freeze 
Regime. Hamas must abandon violence and commit to a two state solution, and 
we call again for the immediate release of Gilad Shalit. 
As Hamas seeks to agree with President Abbas the composition of an interim 
Palestinian Authority I have also made it clear that the UK will judge a future 
Palestinian government by its actions and its readiness to work for peace. The 
new Palestinian Authority should be composed of independent figures on the 
basis that President Abbas set out on 4 May. As was the case with the outgoing 
Authority, it should uphold the principle of non-violence, be committed to a 
negotiated two-state solution, and accept previous agreements of the PLO. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110616/text/110616w0
001.htm#11061644000071  

 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Britain abroad must temper idealism with pragmatism  
In an interview for the New Statesman, the Archbishop of Canterbury quizzes Foreign 
Secretary William Hague about Bin Laden, Libya and the role of moral values in foreign 
policy. … 
Rowan Williams: Two things come to mind about the Middle East peace process. One is 
the difficulty for Israel in seeing itself as a regional partner, rather than a regional 
exception. The other is the Hamas situation. It does underline the difficulties some 
nations in the world have when the voting process elsewhere delivers a result that isn't 
strategically welcome to them. Those are just two of a huge number of problems, but I 
think those two combined make it very challenging sometimes for anyone in the Holy 
Land to think forward more than nine months. 

 

William Hague: It is difficult. And both Israelis and Palestinians have missed major 
opportunities for peace or at least to test whether peace was really available over the 
past 15 years. It requires a continued and sustained international effort. 
It always requires the leadership of the United States because only the Americans can 
guide Israel into an eventual two-state solution and long-term peace in the Middle East. 
But we're very actively engaged in the UK, too. We have voted for the Palestinian 
resolution on settlements. The United Nations Security Council called for a solution 
based on pre-1967 borders and we have  tressed the  urgency of this.  Unless we get a 
two-state solution soon, the prospect of it will disappear. 

 

Rowan Williams: I get a strong sense when I go to the region that the window of 
opportunity is closing fast. 

 

William Hague: Yes, it is. 
 

Rowan Williams: You mentioned the Israeli settlements. That is one thing that Israel 
could address to break the deadlock. Do you think there is one thing the Palestinians 
could do to break it? 

 

William Hague: That is a good question. I think the single thing that Palestinians could 
do is to  return to direct  negotiations if we are able to set  out clear  parameters.  But that  
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requires agreement on a two-state solution, agreement on borders based on pre-1967 
with land swaps, and it requires 
a just settlement for refugees and agreement on Jerusalem being the shared capital of 
both states. On the one hand, these sound phenomenally difficult things to do and they 
are. On the other hand, they have come quite close to being able to agree these things 
before - at Oslo, for instance - so it's not impossible. 
To read the full article see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=616376382  

 
 

United Nations 

Ban recommends six-month extension of UN force in Golan Heights 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has recommended that the Security Council extend the 
mandate of the United Nations force monitoring the ceasefire between Israel and Syria 
on the Golan Heights for six more months, and stressed the need to ensure unimpeded 
freedom of movement for the peacekeepers. 
In his latest report on the activities of the UN Disengagement Observer Force which was 
set up in May 1974, Mr. Ban notes that the situation in the Israel-Syria sector remained 
generally quiet during the reporting period, which covers the first half of this year. At the 
same time, the events on 15 May and 5 June, in which demonstrations in the UNDOF 
area of operations commemorating the anniversaries of Al-Nakba and An-Naksa resulted 
in an unconfirmed number of civilian casualties, are of “grave concern.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38755&Cr=golan&Cr1=  
 
Annual UN-backed Summer Games to give Gaza’s children ‘a chance to be kids’ 
The United Nations-backed Summer Games for children have begun in the Gaza Strip in 
an annual attempt by its organizers to “give the kids of Gaza a chance to be kids.”  For 
five years the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East has 
staged the Games – which include sports, arts and other activities – to provide a 
recreational outlet for an estimated 250,000 children in Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38737&Cr=Palestine&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament  

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
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** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/ml071-i.htm 
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110616-
0001.htm#11061643000204  
includes consideration of amendments relating to universal jurisdiction 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110616-
0003.htm#11061654000389  
 

Bill as amended in Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/2012077.pdf  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Committee programme and witnesses 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-announce-programme/  

 
 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm  
 

Bill as introduced    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/b1s4-introd.pdf 
 

Explanatory Notes    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/b1s4-introd-en.pdf 
 

Policy Memorandum    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/b1s4-introd-pm.pdf  
 

Call for evidence (closing date 24 June 2011) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/Session%204/Inquiries/Offensive
Behaviour/OffensiveBehaviourCall.htm  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes today 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
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** closes in 4 days 
Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) 
Bill (closing date 24 June 2011) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/Session%204/Inquiries/Offensive
Behaviour/OffensiveBehaviourCall.htm  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm   
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