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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Legal Systems: Islam 
Michael Fallon: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills how 
many family law cases have been dealt with by Sharia tribunals under the Arbitration Act 
1996 in each year since 1997. [58472] 

Mr Willetts [holding answer 9 June 2011]:The Muslim Arbitration Tribunals (MAT) 
was established in 2007 in order to provide an alternative route to resolve civil 
issues in accordance with Sharia principles. The MAT operates according to the 
principles of the Arbitration Act 1996. We do not have any data on family matters 
dealt with by these councils or the MAT. Sharia councils do not describe 
themselves as “tribunals” as they do not have powers to enforce their decisions. 
Common law has restrictions on what can be arbitrated. Some family law issues 
such as the custody of a child or marital status cannot be arbitrated although 
some family financial issues can. 
There are no specific provisions in the Arbitration Act 1996 for Sharia council or 
“tribunals”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110610/text/110610w0
002.htm#11061051000086  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment he has made of the effects of Israeli restrictions on planning, construction, 
movement and access in Area C of the West Bank on (a) access to water and natural 
resources, (b) food security, (c) protection of livelihoods, (d) access to health and 
education and (e) the overall humanitarian situation in that region. [58931] 

Mr Duncan: We are monitoring the situation in Area C of the West Bank carefully, 
drawing on regular reporting from the UN Office of Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs: www.ochaopt.org and the Emergency Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
group:  www.ewash.org as well as analysis such as that of the Special Rapporteur  
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to the UN Human Rights Council on Occupied Palestinian Territories, published in 
February this year. 
We are deeply concerned about the impact of Israeli restrictions on Palestinians 
living in Area C. Access to water and land is restricted, there are high levels of 
food insecurity and loss of livelihoods. Many Palestinians in Area C have limited 
access to education and healthcare, with the Palestinian authority unable to 
deliver basic services. In addition, in 2010 there were 353 demolitions (85% more 
than in 2009) of Palestinian structures in Area C, leading to forced displacement. 
We have repeatedly raised these concerns with the Israeli Government, being 
clear that Israel should take the steps necessary to ensure that the rights of 
people living in Area C are protected. 
The UK supports the UN Relief and Works Agency to provide essential services to 
refugees living in Area C. We are also supporting the Norwegian Refugee Council 
to provide legal support and advice to vulnerable families and communities in 
danger of risk of displacement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110610/text/110610w0
004.htm#11061051000126  
 

Palestinians: Housing 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the demolition of 
houses in Area C of the West Bank; [58932] 
(2) what recent discussions he has had with (a) the Palestinian Authority and (b) his 
Israeli counterpart on the effects of restrictions on planning, construction, movement and 
access in Area C of the West Bank on Palestinians living in that area; [58933] 
(3) what assessment he has made of the effects of Israeli restrictions on planning, 
construction, movement and access on Palestinians living in Area C of the West Bank; 
and if he will make a statement. [59006] 

Mr Jeremy Browne: We are concerned by a sharp increase in the level of 
demolitions in East Jerusalem and Area C. The embassy in Tel Aviv raises the 
issue of demolitions regularly with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, most 
recently in the case of Al Walaja on 23 May. 
The focus between the Israelis and the Palestinians should be on confidence-
building steps with the aim of giving momentum to re-start negotiations. In this 
respect, house demolitions or the eviction of Palestinians from their homes are 
deeply unhelpful and cause unnecessary suffering to (ordinary) Palestinians.  
We continue to contribute towards the ongoing work of the International Peace 
and Cooperation Centre in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, which helps 
Palestinians better understand and effectively use the Israeli planning laws to 
prevent houses from being subject to (a) demolition orders in East Jerusalem and 
Area C and to help integrate planning in Area C with Areas A and B. The project 
also helps to facilitate the provision of better living and housing conditions in East 
Jerusalem neighbourhoods through planning and zoning. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110610/text/110610w0
001.htm#11061051000064  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
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Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/am071-c.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/su062-vrb.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 2 days 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
** closes in 4 days 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
** closes in 8 days 
Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
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** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm   
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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